
BISTORT OF NEW FRANCE. 277

judge by appearances, be was received in tbe most re- 1656.

spectful and cordial manner in tbe world. Harangues, •~
1
~^'

banquets, obants, donees—notbiug was spared. Tbe next Bt. Marjr'i

day, July 12, tbe Te Deum was obanied at tbe close of a " uh^"

solemn Mass ; tben tbe saobems offered tbe presents usu-

ally made in treaties of alliance ; and on tbe 16tb all tbe

Frencb received communion witb a piety wbicb 'vas an

excellent example, and produced a great impression on

tbe minds of tbe Indians. Tbe next day tbey began to

prepare tbeir quarters, and Fatber le Meroier proceeded

to visit tbe town of Onondaga, where be was received witb

gi-eat ceremony.'

On tbe 24tb a general council was beld, and Fatber Obau-

monot there spoke of tbe Christian reUgion witb tbe same
eloquence and the same success as be had done on bis

arrival in tbe canton.' Tbe same day, deputies came from

tbe canton of Cayuga to solicit a missionary, and Father

Mesnard was granted to them.' All was now apparently

in movement, in the canton of Qnondaga, to embrace

Christianity, and it became necessary to increase by more

than one-half the chapel, no longer able to hold all who
sought instruction in our mysteries. In tbe month of

August there were excessive heats, which caused great

maladies, but, by the good care of the Indians, all the

sick soon recovered.'

This last mark of affection on tbe part of this people

convinced tbe most incredulous that tbe Onondagas could

be depended upon in future
; yet tbe wisest thought

precautions necessary, at least against fickleness, and it

proved fortunate that tbeir advice was followed. To hold

this canton in check, and by its means the rest, required

'only the erection of a fort. But all tbe resources of Can-
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' Relation de la Nonrelle France,

10S7, p. 14. It iB represented as five

leagues from St. Mary's. Le Mer-

cier was called, hj the Onondagas,

Achiendase.

* Relation de la Nouvelle France,

1657, p. 10.

* lb. (p. 10) does not state the day.

* Relation de la Nouyollfi France,

1657, p. 19.


