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indeed have to modify to some extent our traditional notitMis

of nioralit\-; but I l)t'lie\-e that wlien thus nKxlified, they will be

mole in accordanee witli our e\er\-da\' exj-erience, and with

till- laws of psycIiolnL^y. iMrsl, then, it seems e\ideiit that

the im])ortanee of freedom as an ethical pDStnlate has i^rown

onl of ihi.- eonc-eplion of nioralitx' as moral law. " It is

lhn)UL;h ihe jural conception of ethics that tlie contniVL-rsy of

f'ee will chielly becomes imi)orlant. A plain man (V^k:<~ nut

n.ituralK- luonire whelher lie is free or not to seek his own
!l;oo<1, proviiled tniK' that he knows what it is, and that it is

atlr.inable by voluniar\' aclion. i'.ut when his conduct is

compared with a v^A^^ to the violaPMiiof which punishments

are attached, the «|Uesli<ia whether lie realK' could ob^y the

rule by which he is jnd.n'.d is o!)\-ion,s and iiUA'itaole ; since if

he could not, it seems contrary to our seu.seuf iu>ti( . to -pun-

ish him." ' liut in modern tinu> we seem to ha\e reverted

to Aristotle's coiiee])tion of nioralit}' as action according; to

an end. it Sfeins (piite possible, tlK'U, tliat mor;dit_\- will re-

main just what it is, whether we are free or determined.

hUhics, like lo,u;ic, is a norinati\'e science. Just as io^ic pre-

scribes certain laws or standards for llionoht, so L'thicN at-

teiii])ts to ili.scover the norms K^{ ri^ht conduct. 'iMiese

norms may be- prescribed by scjciety, >'et the indi\-idual

in virtue of his moral nature, must ado])t them as his own.

The feeling; of oblii^ation is simpU tlR- imiiK-diate con-

sciousness of the individual that these ends have a ri.^ht Vo

him. 'rhe\- carry with them, as Kant remarked, a certain

di^nitv' and majestx' before- \\hi(di our moral nature bows

down. A feelini; of oblioaiiou is simply the reeoi^nition of

the anthorit)' and universalitv of certain norms of couduci.

What then is the truth in the ar.^nnu'Ut that the "t)U,L;ht' im-

plies tiie ' can ' ? Xot that we could ha\-e acted otherwise

' SiilK^vick, llisloiv ' /'./liiis, \\. lo. (.%im])aix' P.-uilsin's iKscriiitiiiu of

till- ])i()l>k:ii as Dili- " V. lui 'i ii(>u- 'iiiUt eurlaiii ooiidilions ami has disa])-

])t.'ar(.'(l with ilu' (lisai)])t.'arain'.' m" ihcs uiiditions, a prnhlfiii wliich exists

only lor a llicolo^ic il or schoia i:c iihiloso])liy." I'ltliik. p. 357.


