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aid, ' M.

le Vicomte, you owe me a service. My name is Marc le Roux.
I was on the police before the war. When M. do Maul<^on

reassumed his station, and was making himself obnoxious to

the Emperor, I might have denounced him as Jean Lebeau, the

conspirator. I did not. The siege has reduced me to want.

I have a child at home—a pet. Don't let her starve.' * I will

see to her,' said the Vicomte. Before we could get the man
into the ambulance cart he expired.

" The Midecin who told this story I had the curiosity to see

myself, and cross-question. I own I believe his statement.

Whether De Maul^on did or did not conspire against a fallen

dynasty, to which he owed no allegiance, can little if at all

injure the reputation he has left behind of a very remarkable
man—of great courage and great ability—who might have had
a splendid career if he had survived. But as Savarin says

truly, the first bodies which the car of revolution crushes down
are those which first harness themselves to it.

" Among De Maul^on's papers is the programme of a con-

stitution fitted for France. How it got into Savarin's hands I

know not. De Maul^on left no will, and no relations came
forward to claim his papers. I asked Savarin to give me the

heads of the plan, which he did. They are as follows :

—

" * The American republic is the sole one worth studying,

for it has lasted. The causes of its duration are in the checks

to democratic fickleness and disorder. 1st, No law affecting

the Constitution can be altered without the consent of two-
thirds of Congress. 2nd, To counteract the impulses natural

to a popular Assembly chosen by universal suffrage, the greater

legislative powers, especially in foreign affairs, are vested in the

Senate, which has even executive as well as legislative func-

tions. 3rd, The chief of the State, having elected his govern-
ment, can maintain it independent of hostile majorities in either

Assembly.
" * These three principles of safety to form the basis of any

new constitution for France.
" * For France it is essential that the chief magistrate, under

whatever title he assume, should be as irresponsible as an Eng-
lish sovereign. Therefore he should not preside at his councils

;

lid should not lead his armies. The day for personal govern-
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