
EEMA.RK8 UPON SOMIO STRICT [TRES IX RRLATEOX TO
INSPECTION OF AVKiauTS AND mi':asl'ri':s which
APPEARED IN THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR.

Dear Sir,—I have to thank you I'oi- directing my attention to the

two editorials which iiave appoured in the Hamilton Spectator, in

relation to weights and measures.

I regret the political charaoti;rot' these articles as I do the obnox-

ious epithets they contain. Not on personal grounds, but because I

think the public interests would bo served il' the subject to which

they refer were temperately and judiciously discussed, while I am
persuaded that no good can come of exaggerated statements or unfair

aspersions.

I have no difficulty in knowing wlmt (uaMufacturing firm is referred

to in the article which appeared in the Sj>ec1ator of the 28(h ultimo.

In July, 1871), I had tt long interview with the practical member of

that firm, who admitted the cogency of the reasons upon which the

regulations, then in force, wore iiased, even to that which related to

the balance ball, which ho adir.iUod oould bo used for fraudulent

weighing, though he contended that it is a necessary convenience.

The regulation as to this appendage to the platform scale has

been modified, and in its original form had been allowed to remain

in abeyance before I had the interview ai)ove roforrod to, but there

is ro diflSculty in defentling that regulation as noco-;<ary in the

interests of the general public. The modification was made in defer-

ence to custom and ))rojudice, not in deferenco to reason. That such

an appendage is unnecessary is proved by the fact thai tens of thou-

sands of platform scales made to weigh from ifO Ions down to lOOlbs.

are in use without it, and I venture to say that when tiio uses to

which it may be made subsei-viont come to bo fully understood by

consumers and the public generally it will have fewer friends in

Canada.

It is not necessary to go outside the City of Hamilton for a case

in which the balance ball of a platform scale had been systematically

used for fraudulent weighing, and did timo imrmit, 1 believe 1 could

refer you to ovidonco in the fylos of the Spectator that farmers and

others have not always been justly tlealt with by the weighers of

Hamlton.
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