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after those for Great Britain to the
latest dates for which official returns
have reaehed this Department. The
absence of ofticial returns for Canada
is still to be regretted. The yield of
wheat in that colony at the date of the
last return in 1868 was 4,500,000 quar-
ters. It does not appear by the export
returns that there has been any mater-
ial increase in the quantities of wheat
that Canada lias had to spare to other
countries." IIe (Mr. Ryan) would be
very sorry if we should be behind anîy
of the colonies in our statisties, a state
of things which would lower us in the
opinion of the mother country, and
which would not tend to promote what
they wanted, emigration. In answer
to a question from an hon. memner as
to the date of publication of these re-
marks, he said that it was a returnl for
1874. le had the good fortune to
know the geontlemai to whom they
owed the report, who vas a distin-
guished member of the Department of
the Board of Trade. The report says,
further: " The progress of agriculture
can be better traced in, the Australian
Colonies, for which annual returns are
published. These show a progressive
increase of the cultivation in Australia
of the various kinds of crops." Why
should not they have the annual re-
turns of the various crops ? They had
them in Australia, and they were pub-
lished in the pamphlet, which he could
confidently recomomend as an admir-
able guide. It wet very nuch into
details. and was exceedingly iuterest-
ing. Thcy could sec the importance
of statisties when they perceived that
a judgnent of the progress of a coun-
trv was formned by its ofdicial returns,
and the best thing they could do would
be to give their hearty support to the
motion before them.

H1ON. MR. M1LMiR, who strongly
tavored the appointnlct o! a Commit-
tee, suggested that the naine of the
hon. gentleman who had given such
valuable information on the subjeet of
the motion, should be added to the
list.

ioN. MI. WARK thought that the
quotation of the hon. member, and the
observations which had been made as to
the necessity of more accurate and fre-
quent calculations of statistics,could not
but be admitted to be very important.

They had not the facilities in the Do-
minîion which they had in older coun-
tries for collecting information, but
iuch moîre niight be doue than had

beeni done. Ie thought that t.hese sta-
tisties could be generally collected by
agricultural societies, although not per-
haps with such accuracy. It was by
mneans of the police that the returns
were collected in Ireland. They return-
cd the numiber of acres of particular
crops, estimated the value of the crop,
and such a plan must be of vast impor-
tance to the merchants oft this country
to know what the probable wheat crop
would be, or flic probable amount of
luniber going to the inarkbt; but it
mnust be of still greater importance to
our customers iii other countries to
knîow wlat would be the probable
aniount of grain,.ete., in our markets,
iii order that they night be able to formi
somne estinate as to the best means of
supplying their own. There had been
some remarks Made about valuation.
1Ie was glad to say that the Govern-
ment of New Br'unswiclk had done some-
thing towards the acquiremunt of a uni-
versal valuation throughout the whole
Province. The want of uniforinity in-
variably led to a want of accurLacy.
There was a great overeight in ie cen-
sus, which would very much decreate i ts
value when published, and that was that
while the quantity of whcat raised was
specified, tibe number of acres on which
it was raised was n'ot. One man, for
exa 1)ple, might raise one hnndred and
another only- ninety bushels of wheat ;
but if the hereage on which the wheat
is raised is not given, how could a pro-
per estiniate of the value of the land be
given. At the first sight Ihe raiser of
the one hundred bushels might, Le con-
sidered the most successful, but if it
turned out on enquiry that the ninety
bu-shels had been raised on one-third
the acreage of the one hundred busheß,
the settler would have no hesitation in
declring bis pieference for the ]and
where he could raise thirty bushels an
acre over thatwhere he could only raise
twenty. Indeed, if any two things
ought to be combined to g:ve a correct
result surely it ought to be the amount
oft fle crop and of the acreage, so that
you may not only tell what a man raises,
but the amount of land on which he
raises it. The hon. gentleman conclud-
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