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after those for Great Britain to the

latest dates for which official returns

have reached this Department. The
absence of official retwns for Canada
is still to be regretted. The yicld of
wheat in that colony at the date of the
last return in 1868 was 4,500,000 quay-
ters. It does not appear by the export
returns that there has been any mater-
ial increase in the quantities of wheat
that Canada has had to spare to other
countries.” 1le (Mr. Ryan) would be
very sorry if we should be behind auy
of the colonies in our statistics, a state
of things which would lower us in the
opinion ot the mother country, and
which would not tend to promote what
they wauted, emigration. In answer
to a question from an hon. member as
to the date of publication of these ve-
marks, ho said that it was a veturn for
1874. He had the good fortune to
know the gentleman to whom they
owed the report, who was a distin-
guished member of the Depurtment of
the Board of Trade. The veport says,
further: “The progress of agriculture
can be better traced in the Australian
Colonies, for which annual returns are
published. These show a progressive
increase of the cultivation in Australia
of the various kinds of crops.” Why
should not they have the annual re-
turns of the various crops? They had
them in Australia, and they were pub-
lished in the pamphlet, which he could
confidently recommend as an admir-
able guide. It went very much into
details, an:d was exceedingly interest-
ing. They could sce the importance
of statistics when they perceived that
a judgment of the progress of a coun-
try was formed by its official returns,
and the best thing they could do would
be to give their hearty support to the
motion before them.

Hox. Mg. MILLER, who strongly
tavored the appointment ot a Commit-
tee, suggested that the name of the
hon. gentleman who had given such
valuable information on the subject of
the motion, should be added to the
list.

Hon. Mr. WARK thought that the
quotation of the hon. member, and the
observations which had been made as o
the necessity of more accurate and fre-
quent calculations of statistics,could not
but be admitted to be very important.
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They had not the facilities in the Do-
minion which they had in older coun-
tries for collecting information, but
much more might be doue than had
beeu done. Ile thought that these sta-
tistics could be generally collected by
agricultural societies, although not per-
haps with such accuracy. Lt was by
means of the police thut the returns
were collected in Ireland. They return-
ed the number of acres of particular
crops, estimated the value of the crop,
and such a plan must be of vast impor-
tance to the merchants of' this country
to know what the probable wheat crop
would be, or the probable amount of
lumber going to the mariket; but it
must be of still greater importance to
our customers in other countries to
know what would be the probable
amount of grain,ete., in our markets,
in order that they might be uble to form
some estimate us to the best means of
supplying their own.  There had been
some remarks made about valuation.
He was glad to say that the Govern-
ment of New Brunswick had done some-
thing towards the acquirement of a uni-
versal valuation throughout the whole
Provinee. The want of uniformity in-
variably led to a want of accuracy.
There was a great oversight in the cen-
sus, which would very much decreasc its
value when pablished, and that was that
while the quantity of wheat raised wis
specitied, the number of acres on which
it was vaised was not.  One man, for
example, might raixe one hundred and
:mot.h'er only ninety bushels of wheat;
but if the acreage on which the wheat
is raised is not given, how could a pro-
per estimate of the value of the land be
given. At the first sight the raiser of
the one hundred bushels might Le con-
sidered the most successful, but if it
turned out on enquiry that the ninety
bushels had been raised on onc-third
the acreage of the one hundred bushels,
the settler would have no hesitation in
declaring his preference for the land
where he could raise thirty bushels an
acre over that where he could only raise
twenty. Indeed, if any two things
ought to be combined to give a correct
result surely it ought to be the amount
of the crop and of the acreage, so that
you may not only tell what a man raises,
but the amount of land on which he
raises it. The hon, gentleman conclud-



