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The most significant feature of this budget
is this abrupt reversai of government poiicy,
in this most critical period of the war. This
dying government now lifts the lid from the
inflation they have long since fought, in a
Iast desperate bid for election at any cost.

The Minister of Finance in bis speech on
Monday niglit said:

National incorne iii 1943-44 wa îý,simething
like 12 per cen t iiigber tiasî in tiie precedisîg
fiscal year.

That is for last year. And it enables him to
foiiow more easilyý than ever before the policy
whicb lie lias enunciated se vigorousiy in this
bouse. Speaking directly- on the question of
the control of inflation the mînister stated.

The need for it la evident ou every aide. It
is net withoiit its irritationsa ami (li.itiivaiitage.--

And those are nasty things in election years;
lie did flot say that, but I say 't. And may I
add. hie lias bad sonne experieice,, too, in
elections.
-but i Vs heu eficia i reaut i a~:re 1Iîîý ii d isptef.

ITt is oîiiv n eeesa ry to reisii n t i c ho tisea tiat
the gos ernineuit ieaffitiie nîitc uoicir~stnos
ber ia.st andi agaiui ini Mac- id t1iat tAie
sueccesfiii ns a intet ia ne of tiia t poi iiu tii oîsgh
the lier ld etf active siilitary <iperations iii
Fu tope ait iin ti c tad ti i esst wtti el xviii
foiiowv, xviii be cxcnii îore iiîii unîitit to tis
ýoitntry tisai it lias becn iti tlic jiiii>t. and tisat
t wili be at ieast as diffieîîit.

Tliese are the minister's own words. Is it
any wonder, Mr. Speaker, that after announe-
sng a poiicy tliat repudiates control of inflation
we find flic minister stating, and I quote:

1 miust repeat and einphasize tiîat titis
proposai doea not imîiffy tiiat tue need for
s.aving is less.

Stili hie takes the savings of the people
back, and undoes the purpose for whicb those
savings were taken away from the people in
thie flrst, place. The chiid was bot-n on this
side of thie bouse, reiuctantly accepted on the
otlir side, and forsaken before it was two
ycars oid. Wliy, Mr. Speaker? He states
furtlier:

On tise contrary, fron every' point ot view,
the sîeed is greater thti ever befîite. (iviliait
gisods continue to lie in reiative3 short suppiy.
tise demands frons tise war fronîts are mnoi
îcnperatix-e; anti oct -ail cashu reqîsîrements arc
moîîntîng to new igi leveis.

I can wcli recail wben the compuisory
ýavings; plan was adopted. Some may flot
have understood me wlien I said it was on
tbis side of the bouse it was proposed, and it
was on tliat side of the bouse compuisory
savings were adopted. To-day tliey are die--
banded when tbey are needed more. Why
the inconsistencies of this budget are apparent
even Vo a chlud, and the preelection bide can
lie seen by a blind man.

[Mr. Rowe.]

Tise proposai of tise Prime Minister, which
was referred to by thie Minîster of Finance
the other day in bis budget speech, regardrng
family aiiowanccs, to corne into effeet in Juiy
cf 1945, is a strange advance notice for
another parliament te carry into effeet an
eiection bid for power by a government thas
knows this parliament expires before that
date. IV uniquely disregards provincial riglits,
wbicb are se often used as an excuse for the
iack of pelicy regarding our natural resources.
If this preelection paternalism is sound te
propose titis ye:ir, wvly vato tersactise it ilexi,
year? Is it because tlie dominion goverfiment
know tbat tbis issue belongs Vo provincial
jurisdictien? Do tliey expect this election
bonus Vo lie discussed by the dominion-
provincial cenference, and de tbey intend te
leave it te Vbat conference te saate responas-
biiit.y fer its rejectien? Every year since this
war began, the Minister of Finance bias been
preacliing about the dangers cf inflation.
Toward meeting sucli dangers the government
înauguratcd price control witb speed and dis-
patcb, and confiscated workmen's wages before
they were received. Tbese were im-
posed upon our people as war-tinie neces-
sities te keep purcbasing power down te a
reasonable ratio te the rigidiy rationed con-
sumer ge(s. Tliat principle, Mr. Speaker,
was heraidcd as the bulwark against rumnous
inflation. It was imposed tupon the farmer.
even thoughlihe well knew it was a frozen
basis of unfair prices. It was imposed upon
the workmen to the point wberc more work
meant less pay. Indeed, it was given te every
ciass witbin this nation as their war-Vime duty.
Neyer during Vhis war bias inflation se, danger-
ousiy tbreatened ocîr economie stabulity as
at the present. This is obvieus te everyone.
This we were toid last Monday nigbt by the
Minister cf Finance. Yet we now witness tbe
spectacle of Vhis floisndering government, in s
bopeicas effort te buy its way back into power,
reducing old taxes witb one hand and giving
eut new band-outs witb thie other, tbînking net
cf the next generation but planning for tlie
next election. If there ever was a time in eut-
national life when we sbould net adopt a
defeatist attitude by accepting a policy cf
paternalism that will establisb in perpetuity
a billion dollar annual budget for ordinary
expenditures in Canada, it is now.

Has this government some secret assurance
tbat the war wiii be over before the end cf
tliis fiscal year, or before thie new responsi-
bilities created by tbis preelection gesture wiII
arise? Wil any minister new rise in bis place
in Vhis bouse te indicate that Germany wiIl
lie subdued and Japan beaten before this
fiscal year is eut? No, but rather:


