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preparad to take the product, and than that
will be astablished as the floor for whatever
season is required.

Mr. BURTON: Would the govarnrnent in-
tend under this bill tu say at the begiuning of
each season that a particular commodity
cornes under the bill?

Mr. GARDINER: The board will have
autbority to act at any tirne. On any day of
the waak tbay can make a recommandation
te the government. Take butter, for instance.
As I have .said on a number of occasions
during this discussion, the peak production is
in May, Juna and July. The tandency befora
the war was for butter to seli at about twenty
cents a pound in the surnmer and at about
thirty-flve cents a pound in the winter. I would
hope that it would net be the intention or
desire of anyone who may have control over
this legislation te perrnit that to happen
during the transitional pariod. If there were
any chance of it happening, say around May
1 or in the middle of April, the board could
make its recornrendations to the governrnent
and action could ha taken. That action rnigbt
ha nacassary only down te October and then
frorn October on it might only be a matter of
salling the butter or putting it baak on the
market at whatever price leval had bean
dacided upon.

Mr. HATFIELD: My understanding of
this bill is that if the price of an agricultural
product goas below the cost of production the
board imrnediately takes action to, ramove the
surplus frorn the mnarket or to bring the
mnarket price up te the cost of production,
perbaps by taking the comrnodity off the
market, putting it in storage or processing it.
Is that right?

Mr. GARDINER: I was careful te see that
there was nothing in the bill which said that
we were going te base any decision on the cost
cf production. The cnst cf production rnay
be only part of th 'e consideration. I think
it is possible the board rnight deterrnine that
the farmer should, have considarahly more than
his cost cf production because of soe other
exparienco hae bas had in order to get through
the transitional period in a propar position.

Mr. BLACKMORE: What we are concernad
about is that the time rnay corne wban the
board may force the farmer te take less than
the cost cf production.

Mr. GARDINER: I would hope that that
tirne will not corne and I do net tbink it is
likely te under tbis bill.

Mr. BRYCE: The minister bas mentioned
butter as an example. There is a tee cent

subsidy on that and 1 should like to know if
this board will blend that subsidy into the
price? The butter producer gets the ten cents
a pound because hie cannot produce economic-
ally without it. Will this board have anything
to do with that?

Mr. GARIDINER: It is difficuit to say what
the position will be, at the time. The hion.
member for-York-Sunbury said that hie was
looking forward to the time when many of
thcese controls will be takan off. He is flot
looking forward any more anxiously than I
arn, or than I imagine many members of this
bouse are. I would hope that at some time
not too far distant some of the controls we now
have wvill be takan off. It is just possible that
some of those we would like to see ramoved
mnay flot be removad for a longer period than
othars.

The position in relation to butter is a
peculiar one. We have neyer attempted to,
produce butter for export from this country;
we have always tried to produce just enougb
to supply our own people. We make mis-
takes in that connec4ion somatimes. It is just
possible that if wo were trying to control the
price leveI of butter we migbt find ourselves
with a short supply and have to purchase
butter frorn the places other people have had
to buy it in the past, narnely, New Zaaland or
Australia. In that situation some money
rnighit have to be spent in certain directions,
but I would hope that the matter could
be regulatcd, in such a way that it would be
possible for the people in this country to pay
for their butter at what the butter is thought
to be worth. The sirnplest way ta carry on
the transaction under those circurnstancas
would be f0 have the butter taken et a certain
price and to dispose of it at approximately
the sarne price, with whatever differenca is
necessary in order f0 carry the expanses of
the transaction.

Then,, if we have to deal with chease, the
other deiry produat, we find that seventy par
cent cf the product is sold outside the country
and only thirty per cent consumed in the
country. The situation is sornewhat diffarant
and would have to be handled in a different
way. There is no possibility of baving any
price arrangement in Canada which would take
care of that produat entirely.

Mr. BRYCE: Milk is in the saine category
because it is something that is used 365 days
in a year. Milk is being subsidized so that
the consumer will buy more of it. Everybody
tells us that we have prosperity to-day, and
nabody denies that; 1 do not deny it myself.
But what a price we have te, pay for the
prosperity we have! In oe township in my


