
1154 COMMONS
Civil Sei eice-Spccial Comrnittce

did not answ er tbemi ail. 1 arn told that bie
lias forwarded to the goverilment a memtor-
andumn ta the effect that the civil service
commission bias already impiemented most of
the unanimous recomînendations of the comn-
uîittee last y ear-wlîicb of course is untruc:
the comimission bas made vcry littie progress
sînce tbe last sitting of the committee.

Here is a point cf wbicb lion. members
shouid bc informed. In spite of the arduous
wverk of ail members of the committee, witb-
out exception. soute officiai of the professional
institute used unparliamentary language in
public about mnembers of the lieuse cf Coin-
mons. I sbiaii net read ail tbat xvas said,
but it appearcd in tbe press; it appcared in
tbe Ottawa Jour-nal cf November 29, 1938, as
a front-page article, and it n'as also broadcast
by tbe Canadian Press. Tbe tben president
ef tbe prefessianal institute hias sent a satis-
factcry apelogy and witbdrawal of the
language bie used; se bave otber civil servants
wbo beionged te tbe Department cf Mines;
anotber connccted witb tbe Dcpartment cf
Agriculture sent a witbdrawal wbicbi was
ratber an apoiogy and wbicbi may be con-
sidered in due course by tbe members cf
tbe cmmittee if tbey tbink tbat is tbe tbing
te do; and anotbier one bias done nctbing,
because bis minister was unwilling te act.
The correspondence is cenfidential, but witb
tbe permission cf tbe minister I will sbow it
tu lion. members concerned and tbey wil
(le wbat tbey please witb tbat.

Wec hear a lot about tbe menit system. Does
tbe inent sysLein realiy exist, or is it cnly a
catcbward? I bave received fi7om Mr. Bland,
cf tbe civil service commission, a list sbowing
tbe number cf tbe empîcyees cf the commis-
sion frein 1908 until ncw. Here are some cf
the cariier figures:

Year
1908............
1909............
1910............
1911..
1912............
1913............
1914-15-16..........
1917-18...... ....

At tbat time tlîe civ il servie
was flot sucb a litige body as it

Before giving tbe figurcs f
ycars, inay I say tbis. ùt migbt
to ban. members ta know wbal
(lie lieuse in 1918 wvben a neal
as some bion. members beliex
bceugbit int force. One mtust
:ît tbe time of the Union gavi
w oic semae Conscrx ativcs and
did net knew at ail bv liow

[MIr. Pouliot.]

and biow many Conservative votes tbey bad
been elected. Tbereforc, of course, tbey did
not know wbom ta reward by giving tbem
positions in tbe civil service. Tbose prominent
ainougst tbc advocntcs cf tbe menit system
ivere: Mr. Justice aîcn of the exebecquer
court, wbio xvas a prominent Liberal of Nova
Siotia; tbe lion. Newton Wesley Rowell,
a fer-mer Liberai leader cf Ontario, and Mr.
]re(I Pardee, wbe died a senator and wlîo was
tlbe cbief wbip cf tbe Liberal party in power
and in opposition from 1909 until bie supported
tbe Union government. In Hanscrd cf April
12, 1918, page 697, 1 find tbat, Mr. A. K.
Maclean, tben acting minister of finance,
spoke as follows:

This reform could cniy be passible under
present political conditions. liad my riglît han.
friend (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) been returned
te poe'r, I have ne doubt tbat be ccuid not
biave inaugurated such a refarm in the public
service. Moreover, had the present Prime Min-
ister becii retuirned te power at the head cf a
Conservative gaverement, it wouid have been
impossible fer him ta inistitute such a reform
as tbis.

Very intcresting: tbe tbing cculd net bave
been donc by any party, but it could ba donc
only by a unionist gavernment. It was one
of tlîeir accomplisbments. To prove tbat it
wvas anc of their accomplisbments may I quote
tbe words of one cf the mast distinguiisbed
fr-ont benchers cf the bouse, tbe rigbt bion.
Minister cf Justice (Mr. Lapointe).

Mn. WOODSWORTH: I rise ta a point cf
erder. If I understand arigbt the motion,
it is te appoint a committce. Wbat is being
said may be very intcrestîng indccd front the
palitical paint of view, but I cannot sec bow
il can bear on n motion ta appoint a certain
cemmittee ta consider civil service mattcrs.

Mr. POULIOT: Speaking ta the point cf
Number cf erder, we bave oniy ta sec tbat tbe motion
employees is fer tbc appeintment cf a cammittee o h

5 bouse "ta inquirc inta the eperatian cf the
- 10 Civil Service Act, and ail matters pcrtaining

13 tbereto, witbi power ta eall for rersons," et
20 cotera. It is tbe aperation cf tbe Civil Service

201 Act tbat isbeing inqîîired inta, aed tbe
25 foundation cf tbe Civil Service Act is tbe

c commission monit system. Tberefore I amn perfectly in

is now. arder in ccntinuing te relate wbat biappened

or stîcceeding i h at

bc interesting Mr. WOODSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, I ask,
b appened in for 1-aur ruling. Do wc need 10 bave tbe

menit systemt, bistcry cf tbe Civil Serv ice Act fnem time
e in it, n'as iîîmemiorial brougbt befere tbe bouse on titis
consider that occasion? I foul [o see it. and I ask foi yeur

rrnment tbere nuling.
Liberals w-li Mi-, SPEAKER: I arn cf the opinion tbat
many Liberal the bion. memnber is in order in tbe remarks


