
1150 COMMO1NS

Mc. STEWART (Edmonton): Apparently
the Prime Ministor does flot intend to negoti-
ate many treaties thiis year. I would rather
soc this item increased, if bie would proceed
to negotiate the treaties.

Mr. BENNETT: It is wonderful wbat you
can do in tie way of economy when you tcy.
Nine thousanid dollars w'ill go a long way.

Item agrecd to.

Grant to the M\ooitreail Associ.ation for the
Blind', $4.050.

Grant to l'Institut (lerot do ontreal to
aqsist in work w ith fhe bliiod, $4.050.

Mý,r. BENNETT: Tiioe~ are items for the
blinti thbat hiave appearoti from year to year,
lcss ton per cent. 1 am socrry we had to
roake the ton per cent eut.

Mc. STEWARIT (Ednmonton): I tliink fuis
is one redtîction that tbe Prinme Minister
migbt have considered a little more rcriously.
I hav e always foît tia-t oui' g-ants f0 the
blind are fnot nearly stufficient.

Mc. BENNETT: The lion, gentlemaqn is
righf.

Mr. STEWART (Ednmonton): Great diffi-
culty is cxperienced iin carrying on tiîis îvork
in tlhe varionis provines~ in acili institutions
for the blinti are situtaed. I feol tlîat tlie
grants have been cctluceii almiost to thc break-
ing point as far as they are concerned.

Mc. BENNETT: The lion, gentleman is
quite correct. Reprceentatives of the socicties
for flhe blind waitcd on us and explaincd tiacir
posit.ion. It is really a very difficult one.
A doltgation met flac also at Winnipeg; their
position is mos-t difficult. However, it avill
bo observed fiat these grants are payable to
the two associations whicli carry on, shbal I
s.iy, gene'a.l operations in Montreal. In arieiv
of tJe rcprcscntations made by ail these
bodies, tdie goî ornmcnt felt impelled at the
moment to niake the ton per cent of generai
application. M e so atvsdtiien it tfhle time.
I ain afraiti that nef to apply it in one Case,
ichoe I iili atdmit tiiere is perliaps a stronger
dlaim than in others, is onlv f0 invite diffi-
culfy aind conatintuotns corcspondence in avbich
it would ho ucged that we did flot roduce this
and did reduo that. Pocrsonal I avould pro-
fer to sec it $10,000 rather thian the amount
at is.

Mr. STEWART (Edmont on): I ahîiavs foîft
fliat it avotld he miuch botter to forego
altogetlier theo two pceccuiîng votes, to the
Royal Socicty of Canada and the Royal
Canadian Academy of Art s, and give dia
moîîey f0 flic blinti. Hlowver, fuis is net

new as far as I arn concerned; 1 merely
reiterate what I said ini the past aîhen we were
Tesponsible.

Mr. BEN-_''NETT: I should like to make this
obseorvation without being misunderstood:
Great as are the dlaims of the blind and the
suffer-ing-, mcrely because we are passing
tlîrough an abnormal condition of depression
ire nmust not ni erlook entirely the cultuîral
side of the life of the country. Those tw~o
items to which the hion. gentleman refers mean
the continuance or the djscontinuance of the
operations of the royal socicty and the
academy of arts.

Mcr. STEWART (Edmonton): It gives
tiîcr a nauch botter chance to. he suppor-tcd
by private subseription.

Mr. BENNETT: They are largely slip-
portcd in that way, but this means the differ-
once between thcir being ahle to carry on
and ceasing to function. As the bion, gen-
tleman knows, the royal society came into
being in the days of the late Marquis of
'Lorne, andi I tbiink it bas discharged a cather
,fine service to this dominion. Numnbered
among its presidcnts are most distiliguislhed
suholars, scicntists anad men of lcttcrs, and it
bas hocome weli and favourabiy known in
every part of the worid. One recails that
the royal society in Great Britain occupies
a position of outstanciing importance and bas
been maintained with great difficuity sinýce the
davs of iNewton. This society of ours is now
lhaif a century old, andi its mainitenance, I
tbink, is important from the point of viewv
of the cuiturai life of the dominion. It brings
together sebolars, thinkers, mathematicians
a nci scienflists, and when one looks thcougb
the avolume of thoir papers one is impressed
with tlie extenýt of thieir knowiedge, the wide
scopie of tbeir learning and the ceai contri-
bution fbey arc making to the national life.

Mc. M1acLEAiN: I should like to ask if
some suggestions bave ýbeen receîved to the
effect that old age pens-ions shouid ho paid to
blinti people before they reacbi the pi-osent
inimuim aýge. If such suggestions avere

adopted by the provinces would the faderai
governmcnt be willing to contribute its share
of the cost?

Mc. BENNETT: Thie question of the pay-
ment of pensions to flie blind bas engaged
the attention of tbis bouse for many years.
Prior to the adioption of the Old Age Pensions
Act efforts wîere matie, as every hon. member
knows wlio bas served in this bouse for any
lengtli of time. to establisb the dlaim of those


