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there, is a very good country. 1 arn satisfied
that the revenue wjll be sufficient. There is
some farming and a considerabla anount of
Iumhering. At Yahk there is connection with
the East Kootenay Telephone Company, and
it is hoped eventually that the metallic circuit
will extend through and give connection with
West Kootenay..

Mr. THURSTON: Does the government
charge a yearly rentai for the phones basides
the tol?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): We have no local
exahange. The line from Yahk to Creston is
our oxvn telephene line. At Yahk there is
contact wii the East Kootenay telephona
service.

Mr. TIIURSTON: It is really a connact-
ing link between the two?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): Yes.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: The minister at
flrst says the revenue is small; now hie sug-
gests that it will ba a very good revenue. I
do flot know whether ha is going to leave it
small or big, or whathar hae will hait a happy
medium, hut I would lîka to get something
definite.

Mr. KING (Kootenay): 1 arn sorry 1 have
flot with me the information as to the revenue.
At present the tariff cannot ha vcry great ha-
cause the government section is merely a con-
necting link and their shara of the tolls will
ha small. But with the matallic circuit that
will give them a larger field and thare will ha
an increase. I do not say it will pay; in fact,
vary f ew of these govcrnmant lines do pay,
but they give a service which could not othar-
wisa ha affordad, hecausa privata companies
will not go into these districts. I will ascertain
just what is anticipated in revenue and ba
glad to ndvisa my hion, friand.

Mr. STE VENS: Is this a naw link con-
r.ecting up the west Kootenay and the east
Kootanay cystams?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): Not a naw link,
but an improved service. It is a metallie
service, instaad of underground.

Mr. TH1IRSTON: 1 would lika te know what
the policy of the dapartment is with respect
to bonu-sing telephone systarns ini diffarent
parts of the country and just 'where this is
,dane. Is it donc only in British Cohumbhia,
or in ether provinces as 'wail? We hava parts
of Ontario, in rny own censtituency, for ex-
ample where we oould flot persuada tha Bell
Talephone Company undar any conditions
te build a lina, but the sattiars thernsalves

got togathar and built a lina. They did not
axpeat to gat a revenue from it; it was built
just for their own service, and without any
govcrnment assistance.

Mr. KING (Kootenay): This service is
largely applicable to Nova Scotia, more as-
pecially Cape Breton, which is sparsely sattlad
and a ruggad and difficuit country, also to
one or two portions of New Brunswick, some
portions of Quebac, and than going ýwast, it is
applicable largely in Saskatchewan, northern
Alberta, and the province of British Columbia.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): Just what
justification is there in this particular district
more than, for example, in the casa cited by
my hon. friend from Vie'oria (Mr. Thurston)?
Why step in in British Columbia, and not
in this case? Why is it net done ail over?
Possihly it is, but I want to know upon what
basis will the fadaral government step in and
construct telephona lines which are customarily
constructed by the settlers themselves if thay
cannot get a ccrporation to coma in and do it?

Mr. KING (Koatenay): I think my hion.
friand, colning from the great west, knows
that thare are a great many isolated sections
in northern Aliberta where even the provincial
governmant will net go le, but where it is
necessary that there shall ba soe means of
communication. The Dominion governmant
have maintained that service te the advantaga
not only of the local people but probably of
the people of Canada as a whole. Taka the
service in the Yukon, for exampla. No oe
will say that service was net necessary at
the tima it was censtructed, or that it is net
serving a useful purposa to-day. It doas net
pay a revenue sufficient te, take cara of the
expenditure, but it is a service that bas te
ha maintainad.

Mr. GARLAND (Baw River): May I point
eut that in my own district many yaars ago
we ceuld net gat a talephone service at ahl.
We could net get the provincial geýverneant
te build a lina or a privata company to go in,
se we formad ourselvas into a co-eperativa
talaphona construiction ýcompany and. built
aur own lina, put up our own poes and in-
sulators, and beught our own machinas and
installad them. We did net have ta appeal
te any governimant, and 1 cannet for the lufe
af me sea why thase people cannot de the
sama thing. Is thare a national need for this
lina? If thera is net, it is unjustifiahle.

-Mr. KELLNER: I think the minister is
wreng in saying tha goearment have a lina
af talephonas in nertharn Alberta. I nevar
heard af it.


