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there, is a very good country. I am satisfied
that the revenue will be sufficient. There is
some farming and a considerable amount of
lumbering. At Yahk there is connection with
the East Kootenay Telephone Company, and
it is hoped eventually that the metallic circuit
will extend through and give connection with
‘West Kootenay.

Mr. THURSTON: Does the government
charge a yearly rental for the phones besides
the toll?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): We have no local
exchange. The line from Yahk to Creston is
our own telephone line. At Yahk there is
contact with the Iast Kootenay telephone
service.

Mr. THURSTON: It is really a connect-
ing link between the two?

Mr., KING (Kootenay): Yes.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON: The minister at
first says the revenue is small; now he sug-
gests that it will be a very good revenue. I
do not know whether he is going to leave it
small or big, or whether he will hit a happy
medium, but I would like to get something
definite.

Mr, KING (Kootenay): I am sorry I have
not with me the information as to the revenue.
At present the tariff cannot be very great be-
cause the government section is merely a con-
necting link and their share of the tolls will
be small. But with the metallic circuit that
will give them a larger field and there will be
an increase. I do not say it will pay; in fact,
very few of these government lines do pay,
but they give a service which could not other-
wise be afforded, because private companies
will not go into these districts. I will ascertain
just what is anticipated in revenue and be
glad to advise my hon. friend.

Mr. STEVENS: Is this a new link con-
recting up the west Kootenay and the east
Kootenay systems?

Mr. KING (Kootenay): Not a new link,
but an improved service. It is a metallic
service, instead of underground.

Mr. THURSTON : Iwould like to know what
the policy of the department is with respect
to bonusing telephone systems in different
parts of the country and just where this is
done. Is it done only in British Columbia,
or in other provinces as well? We have parts
of Ontario, in my own constituency, for ex-
ample where we could not persuade the Bell
Telephone Company under any conditions
to build a line, but the settlers themselves

got together and built a line. They did not
expect to get a revenue from it; it was built
just for their own service, and without any
government assistance.

Mr. KING (Kootenay): This service is
largely applicable to Nova Scotia, more es-
pecially Cape Breton, which is sparsely settled
and a rugged and difficult country, also to
one or two portions of New Brunswick, some
portions of Quebec, and then going west, it is
applicable largely in Saskatchewan, northern
Alberta, and the province of British Columbia.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): Just what
justification is there in this particular distriet
more than, for example, in the case cited by
my hon. friend from Vie‘oria (Mr. Thurston) ?
Why step in in British Columbia, and not
in this case? Why is it not done all over?
Possibly it is, but I want to know upon what
basis will the federal government step in and
construet telephone lines which are customarily
constructed by the settlers themselves if they
cannot get a ccrporation to come in and do it?

Mr. KING (Xootenay): I think my hon.
friend, coming from the great west, knows
that there are a great many isolated sections
in northern Alberta where even the provincial
government will not go in, but where it is
necessary that there shall be some means of
communication. The Dominion government
have maintained that service to the advantage
not only of the local people but probably of
the people of Canada as a whole. Take the
service in the Yukon, for example. No one
will say that service was not necessary at
the time it was constructed, or that it is not
serving a useful purpose to-day. It does not
pay a revenue sufficient to take care of the
expenditure, but it is a service that has to
be maintained.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): May I point
out that in my own district many years ago
we could not get a telephone service at all.
We could not get the provincial government
to build a line or a private company to go in,
so we formed ourselves into a co-operative
telephone construction icompany and built
our own line, put up our own poles and in-
sulators, and bought our own machines and
installed them. We did not have to appeal
to any government, and I cannot for the life
of me see why these people cannot do the
same thing. TIs there a national need for this
line? If there is not, it is unjustifiable.

Mr. KELLNER: I think the minister is
wrong in saying the government have a line
of telephones in northern Alberta. I never
heard of it.



