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Government's Right to Ofwie

commences with Walpole in 1721 and deals
with -the prime ministers down to 1921, and
pointe out how, under the development of
the eystem. of cabinet responeiib iity, the
cabinet is a committee of parliament. It does
flot f ollow that ail the membere of the cabhinet
belong to the Houge of Commons, and indleed
when 1 look at the composition of thepreeent
alleged goversiment I find that; two of them
have been compelled to find their domicile
and resting place-flot only two but three-
in the Senate. So that the cabinet je not
entirely the creation of the Commons. It is
flot entirely composed of memibers of the
Commons. It ie composed of mnembers of the
Ceommons and the Lords. In the early da"s
the monaroli was able to govern for himself.
George HII tried to goverfi the country by
himeif. In tihe introduction to this book
these worda appear:

In England prime ministers are a comparativelY
modern institution. In the deys cf tise Normsn aud
Plantagenet? monarcis thse king hicuself direoted sud
csrried on tise govermomant of thse country by the ad-
vice cf hie council. Thie ha did thrcugs hie owu
officars and largely f rom hie own revenues. Usually
ha chose thase officers hicusaîf, tiscugh at timea -tisy
were forced upon isim. For tisa most part they wera
priests, Vise medievel ecclesatice pcsesasing conaider-
ablea dvasitages ovar ley!nn l tise way cf aducaticn
sud cf freedoni. frosu iamsily tis. Tbey ofte rose ta
great power and rivalleis the King himef. Snoh wers
Flambar't, Becket, Beaufort and Wolsey. Scidiere
lika de Mnntfort and Warwick were rarer aud laue
permanent, while courtiers cf tise Gaveston or Des-
pencer typa had thse lest sucau. Most ci these
ministers, excapt occasionaily thse prelatas, belcugad
to thie nobility.

But aftar the Ware cf tise Rosas nearly ail thea old
familias had disappearad. When Henry VII came
ta the throne thse Iay pears only totalled twenty-nine,
one-third of whet their oumbars had beau a hundrad
and fifty years earlier. The influence cf tisa rchi
was also diminising, wisilst two new classas, the
landed gentry and tise city mercisants, were rapidly
beooming litarate and acquiring importance. Tisa
camnes of Howard, Seymour, Cecil, Cavendis aud Rus-
sali now first rise into prominanca, and the Houee of
0ocmmos ia ra.y he@icning ta conlt. After tisa oe--
mancemant cf Queen Elizabhs reigu thera are cnly
two instances cf a bisisop being Lord Chancellor or
Lord Trassurer, while thse Secretarias cf State have
ceased ta ha clerks. Naverthalass the sovaraigu le etili
paramount, .preiding hinisaîf at hie council sud par-
sonally salacting hie ministera.

TIhen we have further:
In 1688 anothar advance was made. Tis a rhtrarY

power cf the crown was definitely checked. Parliament
heosmO alnicat suiprema, sud a certain rasponsihilitY
was conmpellad frosu tise administration. King William,
wiso acted largely as bis own minieter, tcOk ahs active
and constant part in the goveromant, but Quean Anne
devolvarl more aud more cf hem disties upon hem coun-
cillors. Tisen came a fresis development. A foreigu
prince succeeded to tise ilirone. Entlraly dapendent
on the gocdwill ogf a parliamantary enajority, aud
spaaking isardly any Englieb, ha could not effactivelY
contre' that commiittea of tise coundil wisich wue
gradually growiesg into a cabinet. Ha was avems ta

political, business and became attaehed to a single
minister. The ministar, who led the House cf Com-
mons, was also the leader cf tia Whigs and was bUp-
ported ýby the great families of the Revolution.

Then 1 paes lie discussion of the Prime.Min-
jeter and how he came into being, but lie con-
inues:
The Prime Minister, besides being the leader of thse

government and of that bouse of the legislatura ln
whjih he aits, la alinost invariably thse leader of one
of the chief political parties, or of a section of one.

There is no doubt that the sovereign no0
longer selects his ministers. That day is past.
He selects his chief minister and hie chief
minister submits for approval to the sovereigu
or hie representative the names of the mem-
bers if îhis cabinet. As my learned and
hon. friend says, they may be out of par-
liament for the moment. They are entrusted
with the responsibility of taking action
collectively or individually with the cabinet
ini couneil. The last case I kno-w of a
mmnistry resigning with one memrber, an
appointee of the sovereign, not resigming,
was before. confederation in Nova Scotia
when a motion was carriad by twenty-nine
to twenty-two againe tihe government and ýthe
premier resigned. Ali hie colleagues went out
of office except one, and tihat one, the selection
of the representative of the sovereign, he had
himeelf to diomis9. Hon. membere wilI recail
that in this Rouse whien the Minister of Rail-
ways resigned, in 1907, he directed hie letter of
resignation. fot to the represenibative of the
sovereign, but to tihe Prîme Minister for -the
time being, the late Sir Wilfrid Laurier. So
it is that tihose iwho hold office u.nder the
crown no0 ltmger are the servants of the crown
in the sense in which thst term was u"ex in
the days of the Georges, but are 110w domin-
ated, to use the language of the booke, by tihe
Prime Minister. He is the dominant member
of the Cabinet. He muet, from necestity, be
a member of the cabinet. He muet, froai
necessity, be a member cf the Privy Counoil.
But tihe other members that comprise and con-
stitute that Prîvy Council are subordinate to
.him. The position is shortly put in these
worde in a book which was published late last
Yeur:

The essential characteristic cf tisa Prime Mmister's
position is bis right to ciscose the other iminiaters, as
tise essence cf bis power le tie indispensability cnferred
upon hmr by tisa tur of party politics.

Thlen tihe writer proceeds and I commend
thie to the conifideraition and attention of the
Houge:

As iu tis latter respect, eo lu tbe former alec,
Pitt's caraur wes cf decisiva importanice. George IlI's
efforts to control tbe composition of cabinete isad won
a great succasa lu Pitt's accession to power; aven at

tiseir least auccesaful thay had always been effective


