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to pilots who were superannuated, whio
had ceased to be engaged in active work
and had nothing f0 support them. A very
considerable amount, as I undersfand. was
accumulifed, and in addition to that the
pilots themselves started whaf was infended
to be a mutual insurance company. Twenfy-
aine or thirty of these pilots -are said to
have paid in $50 each for several years. This
was deposited with the treasurer of the
Pilotage Commission. If is sald thaf bent-
ficiaries who are entitled to receive moneys
ouf of this fund have not been able f0 re-
ceive it. I would lîke to ask the ministet
whether or not hie bas any information on
the subject ? 0f course. it is nof a fuad
directly under the control of the goveru-
ment. If is, however. as I undersfand. di-
rectly under the control of the pilot comn-
missioners, and they are under the contre'
of the government. it is quite possible,
therefore, for the minister to obtain
information on the subject and I bring the
matter to bis attention, because the coin-
plaint on bebaif of the pilofs bas been made
to me as a member uf parliament, and Ithink if ls a matter on wbich the Ilouse
should be advised.

Mr. PREFONTAINE. My attention was
çirected to this matter a few days ago,
and I have gîven instructions to prepare a
report upon it. I bave sent ar officer to
Halifax to hold an investigation into the
wreck, and he ls instructed specially f0
lo;ok into this matter and f0 report on the
facts. I expecf to receive the report on
Tuesday or Wednesday next, wben I wil
at once conimunicate the information to
tîme hon, gentleman and the House.

Commercial agencies-additional amount re-
cjnired, $3,000.

Mr. URIAH- WILSON. i would like to
lave the naines of these agencies, where
tbey are located, what the salaries of the
agents are, what expenises are allowed, and
ýv1iat the special advantages of these agen-
eies are.

Mr. FIELDING. 1 do nlot know that tis
vote is for any special officer. It is for the
service generally. 1 thinlc the information
asked for by my hon. friend was given by-
the Prime Minister a few days ago. If If
wvas not given fully. I will procure it.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Whaf do these comn-
inercial agents really do, and whaf advan-
tage dues the country receive fromn their
services? Wbat is accomplished? Tbey
perform, I suppose, such functions as are
discharged by consuls, gafhering informa-
tion and transmittiuig if f0 the home govern-
ment.

Mr. FIELDING. I am afraid thaf I have
flot flhaf personal familiarify wifh this ser-
'vice that would enable me to answer as
fully as the Mi1nister of Trade and Com-
merce mighf desire. I imagine flhnt a ser-
'vice o! this kind is- sonicthing like an ad-

vertisement ln a newspaper : You are neyer
quite sure how much of the trade you get
's due to the advertisement, yet advertising
is a good thing. These agents are sent tGý
points where there Js sone prospect of de-
veloping Canadian trade. Necessarlly at
first their work je slow, and they -meet
witb difficulties. They send their reporte
from time to time to the departmeflt, whicfr,
are publisbed and distributed. If my hon-~
friend asks me to give evidence that they-
(10 ncrease our trade, perhaps 'that le flot
easy to do. They are practically advertls-
ing agents for Canada, and ln some cases 1
bave noe doubt their efforts considerably la-
crease our trade, thougli at first they may
not show mnucb resuit. For example, we,
lmad an agent, !l Australia for many years,
and whule ln the beginning bis work was
neot very successful, it bas ultimatelv re-
sulted ln opening up considerable trade.
That is the theory, and I thînk experience
will show that the work is worth continning-

Mr. URIAH WILSON. Is Mr. Larke the
agent in Australia ?

Mr. FIELDING. Therc are two iu Au-
tralia-Mr. Larke at Melbourne and Mr--
Ross at Sydney, or vice versa.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I toolc occasion a
short time ago to make myseif acquainted
witb the information which must be trans-
mitted by the consuls of the German empire
tb the home authorities from, the varions
places in the world where they are station-
ed, and it le renlly surprising how thorough-
ly and systematiCallY the information ie col-
lected *an.d tabulated. These commercial
agencies tbroughout the world ought to be
of somle use to, us. It is possible that they
are of more use than I realize. If
the system ie a good one, it will poa-
sibly bave te be 'exteaded. To that
extent Canada will probably have bier ownk
consular service throughout the world in
respect to inferests purely Canadian-our
prade interesfs, for example. If we pro-
pose to do anything of that kind, it is pro-
per that the agents should net on welI-
defined lunes and !l a systemnafic and tho-
rough way, and should gather linfor-
mafion of a practical and useful char-
acter lu ail parts of the world. If
may be that ail this ýs reahized. I
do nof know whether lt is or flot. If if le
net, it seems f0 me thaf there is a very,
good opportunify for wor< in the Depart-
ruent o! Trade and Commerce in carrying
ont some s-ach systemn as I have referred to.
.lie details of what ls accomplisbed by the
consuls of Germany and the Unifed States
are easily obtainable, and I am almosf cer-
tain that nofhlng like thaf work or equal
to it ls atfempted by these officers, who are
pracfieally consular agents for Canada la
foreign counitries.

Mr. FIELDING. I have no doubt that
these officers have much to leara, and that
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