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fairs of the country. I think the ex-Minister

of Finance was particularly severe upon us :
I do not wish to apologize
:the resolutions by adding forty resolutious
. to those brought dowa, and they were not

in that respect.
at all, I do not feel that any apology is
necessary ; but I think if that hon. gentle-
man would look back upon his own history,
would look back upon what he was able to
accomplish himself, he might perhaps think

that the Government were not deserving of
he seemed anxious to-

the censure which
heap upon them in reference to that matter.
We have had revisions of the tariff before.
We had a revision of the tariff made by that
hon. gentleman in 1894, and I find from the
record of *“ Hansard” that on February 14,
1893, the hon. gentleman, in making his

Budget speech, while alterations in the tariff -

were expected by the country. found him-
self not prepared to introduce those changes

in the tariff, and he gave this as his rea-.

son. He said :

What I want to state is this, that information .
has been gathered by the Government, particu- .

larly by mys2lf, Guring the past year, and infor-
mation will be gatherad during the coming sea-
son ; that the Minister of Trade and Comnierce
and myself, with the two level-headed business
men who control the Customs and the Imland
Revenue, propose during the coming year, not
only to listen to the complaints and the pleas of

people who come to Ottawa to see us, but we pro- .

pose to supplement that by a personal inspection
and investigation of the various industries of the
couvntry.

That was the hon. gentleman’s statement,
trat during the past year he had been .
gatherhing all the information possible in
intelligent decision :

order to arrive at an _
on this important question ; that in addition

he announced that he himself as Minister,

of Trade and Commerce and the two Con-
trollers.

House, in gathering such information &s
might be necessary in order to intelligently
introduce a tariff in the following session.
That sessicn closed on April 1st, and from
then to March 15th of the next year those
four hon. gentlemen were engaged in seek-
ing information to supplement that already
gathered during the previous year by the
Minister of Finance ; yet the ex-Minister of
Finance rises in his place and charges the
Government with being unready, and lec-
tures them, and moreover states that they
had thereby paralyzed the whole business
of the country.

What were the facts with respect to the

present Government ? The Government was-

only formed in Juiy. The House met on
August 19th and c¢losed on October 5th, and
from that time to {kc following session was
the whole period available to make an in-
vestigation in eorder to arrive at what we
thought the best conclusion, and the House
met within a few days as early this year
as the Hcuse met after hon. gentlemen
opposite had taken more than two Yyears

Mr. PATERSON.

[COMMONS)|

the Controller of Customs and the .
Controller of Inland Revenue, were to spend:
the intervening time, between the close of
that session and the rext meeting of the
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 to make their preparations. Their tariff was

introduced on 27th March. But on 12th
April the hon. gentleman proposed to amend

fconcurred in completely until Sth Juue, ien
i weeks subsequently, and after thirty-five of
~the resolutions had been amended in cowm-
mittee. With that record the Govermment
need not make any apology, for they have
~done in comparatively few months what
.had taken more than a year to do by the
‘previovs Government, ard nevertheless their
-work had to be amended to the extent 1
“have stated. I need not say more on that
_jcint, except to refer to the alleged husi-
ress paralysis owing to delay. What proof
“has the hon. gentleman of that statement
. Let hon. gentlemen opposite take the trade
‘returns for the nine months of the present
-year and see if there is any evidence that a
iblow has been given to business interests
or not. ILet hon. gentlemen point out indi-
‘vidual instances, if they can, where business
“has Dbeen paralyzed and industries closed
“and the channels of trade and commerce
~impeded. They have not done o yet, al-
‘though, of course, other hon. gentlemen will
ifollow. I have seen in the public press in-
stances cited in which industries have becu
:closed, but I have noticed that if this oc-
ceurred it was for the purpose of  stock-taking,
.and the proprietors of the establishments
i declared over their own signatures that they
"had not eclosed down on account of any
i uncertainty in respect to the tarviff, hut in
accordance to their usual custom. Business
‘was not paralyzed, and there was no reason
“why it should be, because the business com-
¢ munity had confidence in the hon. gentle-
.men at the head of affairs. They realized
that the Gevernment would make no change
of such a nature as would imperil any legi-
timate business, and business went on in
“its usual way, and I challenge hon. gentle-
‘1nen opposite to furnish any evidence that
.there was that business paralysis of which
i they have spoken.

;  There is no doubt that when any tariff
.changes are anticipated, there is morce or
less uncertainty, probably more or less
lanxiety, common to every expected revision
,of the tariff, and which we could not expect
ito be absent on the present occasion ; but
:to say that business had been paralyzed.
that business had been impeded or been
called to a halt, was a statement not borne
out by the facts. What did we do ? Inter-
views were held in public, in open daylight,
to which all classes of the community were
irvited, and they came before us. Hearings
were given to all those who had represen-
tations to make. The Government made
themselves aware of the business conditions
of the country, of the peculiar conditions
surrounding particular industries. They
gave e¢ar to all, they availed themselves of
every source of information given to them,
and having availed themselves of all this in-




