
[COMMONS]

Bill (No. 91) to amend the Act to enable the City
of WVinnxipeg to) utilize the Assinîiboine R iver WVater
Powe.-(MNIr. MNacdonald, W innipeg.)

Bill (No. 92) to inco-rporate the Anglo-Canadian
Electric Storage anîd Supply Comupany.-(NMr.
NlackintoIsh.)1

Uill (No. 102) respecting the Ontario anti Qu'-
Appelle Landi Company (Limited).-(Mr. Suther-
land.)

PUBLIC WORKS )EPiT'.-CONTRACTS---
MEETINGS OF COMMITTEE.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) R1efore the next Order is
called, I lesire to call the attention of the Hiuse to
the fact that the Conînittee on Privileges and
Electionîs, which wvas supposed to have b>een called,
beyond all mainer of doubt, for to-mnorrow, has not
been called. anl that rimours have been circulated
to the effect that that Comnittee is not to be calle(l
to-imorrow, but is to be callel on Friday inistead. I
cannot but think tlhat this is to be regretted for
many consiierations. We cannot ignore the fact
that one of the lealing members of this House is on
trial before that Commiîttee, and the dignity of the
Hlouse demands that under circuinstances of that
kind, at least. reasoinable speed shoui(l be adopted
by the Commîîittee in its procee(lings. Now-, we
know very well that for the convenience of memubers
of that Coînnnittee, or a portion of tiat Commnittee,
the Conunittee does not meet upon Saturday ani it
(does not neet upon MNIondLay ; but it was clearly
understood, and the understanding was expressed
when the Connittee had met once or twice, that we
should meet (le die in diem. It w-as afterwards
suggested that, as mnany ieinbers would be away
in, Montreil ai Toronto on Saturdays and Mon-
days, that understanîding should not be carriel out
to the extent of meeting upon those two days, and
we'hile 1 myself yielded, and vielled very reluctant-
ly to tlhat conclusion, I think the understan(ing of
the Connnittee was that on those two days
we should not be called together, but outside of
those two days it was clearly iiiiderstood by all
nembers of the Comnittee tliat the. Connnittee

shoulid meet on every other day and proceed dili-
gently with the important charge which thîis House
entrusted to then. Sir, we have a large numuber
of witnesses in attenîdance by virtue of thé sub-
pænas we have served upon them ini the Connnittee.
The expense, no doubt, is conmparatively trifling,
hardly to be spoken of at all, but when oie con-
siders the magnitude, the gravity of the charges, and
the position of the lion. gentleman against whom
those charges are niade, the serious character of
these charges, ai the inevitsable conclusion that if
they are proved they will result iin the miost serious
consequences, oie stands aghast in surprise at the
fact that this Comnittee is not called to meet fron
day to day, but that its meetings are, it seenisto me,
to be postponed so far as it is possible to postpone
them. I cannot, for one, assent or consent to this
delay. I protest in the strongest language against
this procedire. I tlîink if the Governmnent are
responsible, they are to be blanied : I think if the
Chairmnan of the Comnittee is responsible, lie owes
an explanation now to this House and to the Comîî-
mittee. I think the agreement which was cone to
has been broken. I t.hink the hon. gentleman hin-
self who stands charged before that Comnittee
owes it to his own dignity to insist that that Coni-

Sir Jons, TuomrîsoN.

nittee shoulil ineet at once antd determiine whether
lie is guilty or not. If lie is iiiocent, why, Sir, it
is the interest of the whole country, it is in the
interest of this House, it is in the interest of its
representatives, I wont say anytlIing of his own
interest-t.hat his innocence should lbe proclaiied,
and if evidence is given to justify any 'other con-
elision, it is in the interest of the whole country
that we should have that evidence given before us,
and that this inatter should be brought to a close.
jSir, I canniot but thiik tliat, looking at the matter
fron a general standlpoint, and looking at it from
an outside standpoint, the Parlianient of Canada
does lot occupy a dignified position. Its leader
staids to-diay- imnpeacled before one of its principal
Committees, andi that Committee oughut t o put all
other considerations toe iesitde. anid proceed at
once to determine the innihocence or guilt of the
hon. gentleman charged before it. instead of allow-
ing his repitation to lie uniler i clotiud. I will sav
no morei upon that point, but I do say that the
Committee lias a riuht to insist that the undfer-
standing which was cone to shiall Le carried ut,
and thuis House has a right to insist ami t know
why it is that that Coinuittee doses not proceed
with the investigation of these serious clarges.

Sir .JOHN THOINIPSON. ^The hon. gentleman,
in framiig his protest. has used language whicli
wvas utterly unleserved andt iinappropriate to the
occasion. The lion. gentlemîan saidi that it was the
fault of the Government. and lie intimîated

Ir. DAVIES (P.E.I.). I did not.
Sir JOHN THOMPSON. The lion. gentleiman

said so iii exact wo>rds.

Mir. D)AVIES (P. E. I.). I did nîot. I sait if it were
the fault of the Govermnent, they shouli lie held res-
ponisible, anîd if it were the fault of'the Chairnan
of the Counittee, I shiould expect hinm to rise in
lis place anti explain lis conduct to the House.

Sir -JOHN THOMPSON. hie lion. gentleman
said that it was the fault of the Goveriment.

Sonie lion. MEMBERS. No, no. Order.
Sir JOHN THOMPSON. It will be entirely in

vain for hon. gentlemen to saN 1 No.," ani " Orler.
I am) perfectly iin order. I sav thiat the lion. gentle-
Man dil impute fault to the overnmient in the
natter

Mr. LAURIER. I rise to orler. My hon.
frientd besiie nie lias stated distinctly that lie made
no such imputation. He said: " If it is the fauilt of
the overnment," andi in face of such an explana-
tion the hon. gentleman is entirely out of order in
persisting to attriboute to my hon. friend words
which he declares le did not uter.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. The lion. gentleman-
Mr. LAURIER. I ask your ruling, M'r.

Speaker.
Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I have a right to

speak to the question of or'der ; I an goinîg to
speak to the question of ordei'. I was interrupted
by the lion. mnember, and I am speaking now to
the question of orier, and the hon. gentleman
would not have pretended I wqs out of order if
lhe had allowed nie to finish ny sentence. My
stateient was this, and I an speaking now to the
point of order, and the lion. gentleman will see I
an entirely in order : The hon. member fron Prince
Edward Island (Mr. Davies), who spoke, imputed
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