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assumptions. It is an age in which the life-support sys-
tems of the biosphere may collapse unless man reverses
his present course and begins again to live in harmony,
rather than in competition, with his environment. It is an
age in which the forces of science and technology now in
motion are so massive, so swift, and so comprehensive
that man may be facing his last opportunity to control
his own destiny rather than be subject to it.

The decade of the seventies extends beyond our pre-
sent vision, yet the momentum of change is already so
over-whelming that man can no longer afford the luxury
of reacting to events. He must anticipate and plan. He
must accept that contentment and indifference are illus-
ory, that the most dramatic reality is change; that there is
more need than ever before to preserve as constant
values truth, honesty, excellence and relevance; that a
society which is not inspired by love and compassion is
not worthy of the name.

We are entering an age of tension, an age of challenge,
an age of excitement. At the threshold of the seventies a
choice is open to Canadians as it is open to few persons
in few countries. With foresight and stamina and enter-
prise, our’s may be, if we wish it;

—a society in which human differences are regarded as

assets, not liabilities;

—a society in which individual freedom and equality
of opportunity remain as our most cherished
possessions;

—a society in which the enjoyment of life is measured
in qualitative, not quantitative terms;

—a society which encourages imagination and daring,
ingenuity and initiative, not coldly and impersonally
for the sake of efficiency, but with warmth and from
the heart as between friends.

As Canada moves into the seventies, we are all invited
to join in this bold enterprise—to share the excitement,
to face the challenge, to pursue the distant ideal of a just
society.

The Canada of the seventies must continue to be a land
for people; a country in which freedom and individual-
ism are cherished and nurtured; a society in which the
Government lends its strength to withstand, rather than
support the pressures for conformity.

One of the greatest of the challenges to individuality
comes from the increasing pressures of urban living. It is
estimated that eighty per cent of the population of
Canada will be resident in a few large cities by the end
of this century. By comparison with the recent past, this
is a new face of Canada bringing with it a new accumu-
lation of problems. One of those problems is the need for
adequate housing, another the provision of the many
services necessary in an urban environment. Much pro-
gress has already been attained in these areas, but much
more remains to be done. To solve the problems will
require an ever-increasing share of the nation’s financial
resources; not to solve them, to permit unmanaged
growth, would result in an unacceptable drain on the
nation’s human resources. To foster coordination of the
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activities of all levels of government, and to contribute to
sound urban growth and development, the Government
proposes the re-organization of its urban activities under
the direction of a Minister of State for Urban Affairs and
Housing. The Government seeks, by making rational its
efforts in these fields, and through consultation with
those most directly concerned, to help Canadians reach
and implement the decisions that will determine their
urban future.

There exists in Canada a great wealth of untapped and
uncoordinated scientific talent and experience not now
adequately utilized in the quest for solutions to our
modern problems. In order to serve better the industrial
and technological sectors of our economy, as well as
Canada at large, a programme will be introduced to
gather and focus these sometimes divergent and competi-
tive scientific resources. In this respect the Government
will consider with care measures recommended by the
Senate Committee on Science Policy and the Science
Council of Canada.

A society is said to be judged best by the compassion
and the fairness with which it treats those of its mem-
bers who breach or are accused of breaching the norms
of conduct which it establishes for itself. The Canadian
record in this respect is of a high standard, but not so
high that it can withstand all criticism. You will be
asked, therefore, to consider further measures intended
to continue the reform of the law in these areas. Legisla-
tion has heen prepared which deals with bail and pre-tri-
al detention, and with the treatment of young offenders.

Norms of conduct are never static, however, and cer-
tainly not at present. A society which cherishes the con-
cept of freedom of individual rights must be prepared
constantly to assess the effect and extent of changing
attitudes, no matter how distressing or disturbing the
re-evaluatvon may be to some persons. Previously
accepted postures are under attack in Canada and
require study in several areas. The Government accepts
its responsibility in this process. The report of the Com-
mission of Inquiry into the Non-Medical Use of Drugs,
expected within the next few months, will require care-
ful study and discussion. The Government proposes to
make time available during this session for discussion of
still another controversial issue. It proposes a special
debate on abortion.

To ignore the undoubted widespread challenges to pre-
sent laws in these fields would be dishonest. You will be
invited, therefore, to participate, in the examination of
these important questions. You will be asked as well to
give consideration to the report of the Royal Commission
on the Status of Women when once this is received.

Fortunately, not all aspects of Canadian life are subject
to such differences of opinion, and the need for legisla-
tion in certain sectors is widely recognized. Two such
sectors, immense in size and largely overlapping, are
those of the consumer and the employee. Every Canadian
is a consumer of goods and services, millions of Canadi-
ans are employees. To face today’s competitive marketing
system, the consumer requires protection in a number of
respects. Measures will be introduced, therefore, to pro-



