
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION 

TO COM BAT DESERTIFICATION IN THOSE COUNTRIES 

EXPERIENCING SERIOUS DROUGHT 

AND/OR DESERTIFICATION, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA

The Parties to this Convention,

Affirming that human beings in affected or threatened areas are at the centre of concerns 
to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought,

Reflecting the urgent concern of the international community, including States and 
international organizations, about the adverse impacts of desertification and drought,

Aware that arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas together account for a significant 
proportion of the Earth's land area and are the habitat and source of livelihood for a large segment 
of its population,

Acknowledging that desertification and drought are problems of global dimension in that 
they affect all regions of the world and that joint action of the international community is needed 
to combat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of drought,

Noting the high concentration of developing countries, notably the least developed 
countries, among those experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, and the particularly 
tragic consequences of these phenomena in Africa,

Noting also that desertification is caused by complex interactions among physical, 
biological, political, social, cultural and economic factors,

Considering the impact of trade and relevant aspects of international economic relations 
on the ability of affected countries to combat desertification adequately,

Conscious that sustainable economic growth, social development and poverty eradication 
are priorities of affected developing countries, particularly in Africa, and are essential to meeting 
sustainability objectives,

Mindful that desertification and drought affect sustainable development through their 
interrelationships with important social problems such as poverty, poor health and nutrition, lack 
of food security, and those arising from migration, displacement of persons and demographic 
dynamics,
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