
tematic forced labour and economic: exploitation of
the local population

Many villages now being burned by SPDC
troops were first burned in 1975 when the Four
Cuts were first lmplemented, and some villagers
speak of having been on the run from Burmese
troops since 1975; but even these villagers say that
in the iast 2 to 3 years things have grown much
worse. The direct attacks on the civillan popula-
tion, characterized by mass forced relocations,
destruction of villages and the village economy,
and completely unsustarnable levels of forced
labour, have now become the central pillar of SPDC
policy in non-Burman rural areas of Burma. In the
past, the regime would strateglcaliy destroy 2 or 3
villages at a Urne when there was resistance. Now
when they perceive a posslbility of armed resis-
tance, they delineate the entîre geographic reglon
and forclbly relocate and destroy every village
there is, as inany as hundreds of villages at a Urne.
In many cases, these villages have had littie or no
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and maintalning and guarding roads into the area.
Many villagers can be seen begging for food along
these roads, while many others have been shot on
sight or massacred by SLORC/ SPDC troops
because they try to return to their villages to find
food. An estimated 80, 000-100, 000 refugees from
the reglon have already fied to Thailand so they
have no option but to enter the illegal workforce,
ending up as cheep labour on plantations, con-
structions sights, in sweatshops and as bonded
labour in Thai brothels. The SPDC freely allows the
ethnic Shans to fiee to Thalland, and lias now
begun a practice of stripping them of their
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ntity papers as they leave, probably in
.ire that they can neyer return.
riii(Kayah State), over 200 villages have
r relocated and destroyed since 1996,
)RC broke a cease-fire agreement to
irenni National Progressive Party
ost very hli village in the entire state
;troyed. Firat the Army issued orders
ýers move to mllitary-controlled camps
; or be "considered as an enemy".
went frorn village to village, burning
ng everything and capturing or king
found. Some villagers are stili strug-

ive in hiding i the forests, but most
the towns or gone to the relocation
they lîve in starvation conditions and
3PDC troops as forced labour maintain-
nps and as servants for soldiers. Since
g of 1998, SPDC troops have swept and
Ilages in the south of the State where


