
Introduction

Representatives from disabiIity organizations and independent researchers have been exploring
the role of disabilit>' issues in Canadian foreign polie>' in order to expand the thinking in the area.
The two papers are the resuit of the research and roundtable discussion that took place in June.
Cleari>' Canadians have played a major role in contributing to international issues promoting the
rights of disabled people. In 1980 a world wide disabilit>' rights movement Disabled Peoples'
International emerged from the World Congress of Rehabilitation International held in Winnipeg,
Canada. Canadians played a major leadership role in the organization snd influencing United


