
nirith mnoaroh in thle 2QQ0year Chaikri Dynasty andl car-
ries thie title of Rama IX. Since 1971, Thaiiand's govemn-
ment tias experienced numerous changes, but from
1979, there has been a perioct of considerabie stabllity.
The country has been rulati bya populariy elected
coalition government under the leadlership of a prime
minister who la appolnted by the king.

The People
Thalianct's population numbers about 52 million with
an average annuel growth rate of 1.9 per cent. Approxi-
mately 80 per cent of the population is Thal, 10 per
cent Chlnese (thie majorlty of whom are aftuost f ully
sslmllated), 3 per cent Malay, andi 7 per cent other

ethnic groups such as Laotian, Vietnamese, and
Cambodiari,
The preclominarIt religion la Buddhiam. The Thai rai-
gious tradition, which le a mixture of Theravada Buci-
dhism, Minduipra, and Animisrn, la practised by 90 per
cent of the population. Thare la also a Muslim minority
in the southern regiorn
The national languaga la Thal, a çompiex five-tone
language, but English la widely uaed in govarnrnant and
commercial circle.. Most official documents and forma
are in Thai whi lhas its own distinctive script based
on Sanscrit. Canda businss8 people may have to
engage mai assclates for assistance in deaing wlth
paperwork, m*ag telephone caillo and locating
adclresses.

Local Customs

It la useful for vialtors to Thailanri te 1» aware of the
folIowing Thal social andi cultural conventions so as to
avoid embarasng faux pas. Howevar, it mîglit ba
noted that theai are an exceptlon.lly toierant andi
ganarous people, and wil readily forgive nVlnor, unînten-
tional indiscretiofl.
Thai people, at all levaIs ia society, display andi sin-
cerely liolti a hlgh ctegree ef respect for religion andi the
monarchy. Indaad, it >weuld be viewed as hlghty insult-
ing if negative comens wera madie againat Thailand'a

rlgosandi ionarchical institutions.

Respect for Buddha's teachîngs, the core of BucldhlsmT,
requresresectfor 11l the visible m~anifestations of the

reigo, but particularly for monks, Bunitila images, andi
templs


