
The question haring been raised aa to the meaning of 

Article IV of the League of fiatlone Covenant, we hare been 

request'd by Sir Robert Border, to state whether we concur 

In hie view, that upon the true construction of the first and 

second paragraphe of that Article, representative of the self- 

gorrfnlng Dominions of the British Empire may be selected or 

named aa members of the Council. We have no hesitation In 

expressing our entire concurrence In this view. If there 

were any doubt It would be as entirely removed by the fact 

that the Articles of the Covenant are not subject to a narrow 

or technical construction.

Dated at the «tuai d’Orsay, Paris the sixth day of May, 1919.
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Canada began as a Confederation of colonies 
and became a nation, one step at a time. Its 
independence began to emerge in the first half 
of the 20th century when it acquired the right to 
represent itself abroad as a sovereign state. The 
Big Three of the 1919 Paris Peace Conference — 
Wilson, Lloyd George and Clemenceau — 
agreed that representatives of the self-governing 
Dominions could serve on the League of 
Nations' Council, and Mackenzie King led a 
Canadian delegation to the League. Governor 
General Byng, the representative of King 
George, dropped a note to King in 1923, agree
ing that Canada should sign the Halibut Treaty 
with the United States without a British co
signer and, incidentally, inviting King to dinner. 
In 1926 the industrious Prime Minister led 
another delegation, this time to the Imperial 
Conference in London in 1926, where the Bal
four Report was adopted, giving official sanction 
to a Canada that, though it shared a King with 
Great Britain, was now in charge of its own 
foreign affairs.
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