
TRiE EDUCATIONAL MEIEW.

Our Native Trees - 1.
Bv G. U. HAY.

TEEr OLO) OA 1:Y Tiza

Outpost of s'ortie prâmeveï Woo.d,
more ïmia two hundoed years it too'd,
And watdhed bSirnnlt1y ehe W13ys
0f anen i t*ese straffle latter days.
And if the gnarled oki tree but knew
All t.hose on rwtoei us shOa<le et ttirew,
What a gret, vatrious cumpWalY
it &Wk1tered ini its ineorvl1

it oeaugkt the sunbeazS as th'eY 6tyd
-Among its leafy boughe, and mode
An oasis ini the traveler's waYp
How rnuwi~ a siitry sunwner day!1
kt kept, snayiaP, bis <cUqrage 9004,.
As mnidway of the towns it stood,
A -way-Caidlle could qne4em14e by,
A ndiD lkois jou4rne7'e enid more ni.

It gave the children acomcfflr-
,S"cl ave ithey ýwtie Titwia supu%-
And its br'uwui, bitter nuts it POureà
To swell ifieir hoielY, wirder bovar'
its bougiis were wont to injteilla,
To mia3e a neigUibouY nwedtng-p",aoe.
Wqhile soinetsnes lovers' trYf~ts, niaYbe,
It saw,-twis .sUient, friendI' tree!1

091 ave the ibii'ds a home. aOd we;
Were bhappi £or tiheir nnstreejr-
No «ce«w, Omthou, d tfi sh offl runie,
Wiien west winds were wi*th 't iii lame.
It pave a Setýje of caLxm and iQys,
Beauty aad stienZh iu equipoise;
A fiint of life outdurinc ou"s,
As the russet lenves utS tshcwers.'

AWAd t3hen beside our wisiter fire,
We widhed -the dieerfol flame aspir'e,
As its stout 'heart ho, a0kShs ivur1ied,
mhile swillinigly for us it burned,-

Stiuil f ree to serve as when it In4de
A hosPita4i'tY Of sihade.

AaiGd wdio of us oen hoPe to be
0f sweeter use than this oak-tree ý
Sihade, stielter, dial, tneeting-sPOt,.
Giver of song, hope, warmith, and thoughtl

-Se locted.

Three species of Oak .are said to exist in the

Maritime Provinces. of which the red oak

(Que rcus ru-bra) is the commionest. It is a rapid

grower, end its wood, which weighs 41 lbs ta, tht

cubic foot, is less valuable than maiiy cothers, being

softer, and iso full of sap that it is difficuit to remnove

it by drying. For this reason it makes poor fuel.

1h is short-lived, in comparison with other oaks, but

grows to a larie size and bas a spreading habit,

giving gbundance of shade. In a forest.Qf red oak,

whieh may somnetimes be found on iopes facing the
sun, there 1is usually plenty of room for smaller

plants, quite different from what one finids in the

denser shade of a beech, forest. The floweri Which'

appear with the leaves in spring are of two kinds

on the same tree (as with other oakis), the staninte'

flowers (each containiing about eight stamens) in

catkins and the fertile ones, like tiny little pink,

knobs,-both. growing in terminal or axillary
clusters on recent shoots.

The oaks are antomg the laast treeo to put out their

leaves in spring and >they retain them late ini the fail.

The leaves of a forest of red oaks, with 'the*iich'

red and purpie colours, are a bettiful sigit 'wen

'the brighter .colours of the mfaples begin to fade..

The heart wood of the red oak is reddish in colour,

splits easily, showis a beautiful grain, andi is much in

demand'for making furniture. It is use for plank-

ing for the decks of vessels, for atrong barre! stavel,

and for bridge posts where there is exrposure to

water.
The fruit is. a large, somewhat bitter acorn, en-,

closed in a shallow open cup, very abundant. In'

saine districts where there are forests of red oak,'

swine are fed "on the acorna which are known as.
"maat." The acorus ripen and fall et tht end of the,
second season.i

Tht li-autiful ehape and sÉpreadîng .l bit of the,
red oak make it very desirable 4s an omrnentai tret,'

but ït requires pltnty of room and sunlight ta reach

the majestic -proportions ta which mny of. these

trees attain. Tht trunk soon becomnes 195t in the

lai1ge and numerous branches which spring f rom it

in curves. Most of tht limbs, are knotty and

crooked.
Tht bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa) is nat a,

common tret in tht maritime provinces. Tht 'bark-
of the 'trunk and branches is an ash gray, darker

than that of the whiite oak. This tret' dots not hete

attain tht isize which distin guishes tht red oak, but

its trunk is more erect, and its branches lzsu spread-

ing. It is found in deep rich sal in rive valitys;

grows iuch mort slowly than does tht red oak, and

is -more difficult ta transplant.
A variety' of the scarlet oak (Quercuis coccinea)

bas been found ini at least one place in New, Bruns-

wick by Dr. Brittain. It is sinaller in size than

either of tht Preceding forma, its foliage is aima-

more deeply cut, shining green in sumver and, a

brilfant scarlet in autumn, making 1h a very desir-

able tr-e for ornamnrtal purposes. Tht young trees

are isaid ta be lacking in symmetry, but they make.

a rapid growth in any light wtt! drained soi!.


