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EDWARD VII.

Edvard VII vas proclamed King of Great Britain
and Ireland and Emperor of India at -St. James' Palace,

*London, at nine o'clock on the morning of January
24th. The proclamation was made in the presence of a
numerous assembly of noblemen, ofliciaIs, and coliege
heralda, amid tb. biare of trumpets, cheers of the people,

*and the, singing of - God Save tbe King," hearty but
solemn, and with an undertone of sadnes for the.
Mother-Queen vbo iay stili in d eath in the castie Of
meurning on the. Tsle of Wight..

It vas a vise choice, and one fitted to please the
English people that the. King bhould take the titl. cf
"Edward." Some cf his greatest ancestors -are knovn

by that name both before and after tbe ccnquest, It i.
Englisb and kingly. Etymologicaily, it means 1«rich
guardian," mnd is associated vitb what is brave, stately
and regal. Numerically, the Edwards bave exceeded
the monarchs of every otiier name. Altbough tbey are
fewer by on. than the Henryi, wo must remember that

*the. enumeratien goes back oniý to the conquest. Be-
yond that there vere tbre. Edwards, kings cf the
Angle-Saxons, but ne Henrys, wbich name came 'in
with tiie Normans. If ve associate the name Ediard
witb tiie kindred names of Edgar, Edwin, Edmund, se
cinson among the. Anglo-Saxons, ve see that it is
national and English to a greater extent than any other.

AlÂbert Edward, the. eldest son and second cbuld cf
Queen Victoria and Prince Consort Albert, vas bern at
Buckingham Palace, Nov. 9, 1841, and is eonsequ.ntly
'n the, 60th year cf bis a&e. The. birth cf a son and'
heir fil.d the. nation with the greateot joy, and public

*rejoicings at dIe event vere unbounded. He vas Duke
cf Cornwall by birth, vhich titi, and revenue cf £50,-
000 is nov transferred to, tus eldest (living> son, Prince
George, He vas cr.ated Prince cf Wales and Earl cf

*Chester by letters patent December 8, 1841. H. vas
under the. charge cf Lady Lyttieton, sister cf the, Hon.
-W. E. Gladstone, until b. w vair yeais cf age. After
that under various celebrat.d tutors, aftervards study-
ing for varions periods at Edinburg, Oxford and Cam-

*bridge. Every car. vas taken in bis pbysical and
mental training to fit bii for the. responsibilities cf
future kingsbip. I-n 1,860 h. visit.d the. principal
cities cf Canada and the. nortbrn states, and was
everywhere welcomed witb every demonstration of joy.
After tiie deatb cf bis fatiier, in 1861, and the conse-
quent seclusion cf the Queen for several years after, lie
was much before the. people, and vas especially in
request for tiiose public fonctions wiiich bis father ho.d
djischarged. HIe vwu married 31arch 10, 1863, tn

Alexandra, daughter cf the. King cf Donmark. I tii.
autusen cf 1871 be vas seizod vith a dangerous typhoid
fever wbicb caused niucb public anxiety. Hie rooovry
vas celebrated vith great, pomp and rejoicing in Bk
Paul's Catiiedral early in the. follcwing year, on vhioh
occasion tiie Queen emerged f roin ber retiremont and
appeared once more ii public, a circumstano. vhich
called forth frem bler subjecta an outburst cf joy mot
lesu genuine than that vbicb beraldèd the. recovory cf
the. Prince. ln 1875 ho visitod India, rocoiving evory-
viiere congratulations and manifestations cf respect cf
tiiose in the far fiant vWho a're nov bis loyal and devotod
subjocts. In 1878 h.e becasne a maton, and mince thon
bas taken every degre. in free maaory. Ho bas be.
for many years grand master cf the. order in England,
an office wbicb ho nov rolinquishos on bis accSsion to
the, tiirone.

King Edvard bas alvays takren a keen -intorest in
the. velfare cf the people, and ba striven i affly ways
te promoe their proeperity and bappinooL He ha.
been a lover cf out-dcor sport&l, etipecialy huotzg and
yachting. He is a zealous student cf the. poilit cf
Europe and the. nevs cf the day. H. is vise, prudent
and tactful, and witb the. exasnple cf the. Quosu beforo
bise, aided by the careful training b. bas. moouvod, viii
ne doubt prove an excellent constitutional Mionarch,
and seek te promoe. at ail times the. best intereste cf
the. people b.e bas been called apon te, govern.

He bas an admirable belpmeet in bis queon, one cf
the mont fascinating and popular vomen in a&l tho
King's dominions. But she bas a grace cf manner
more irrftsiatible even than ber beauty. Added te tii...
charme cf person and manner, the bas proved berself
a devoed vif. and motiier, a friend te the. poor, eagerly
jeining in &B ber busband'a plans for improvements cf
the people. Her vork bas been none the leus effectuai
because 'it bas been don. quietly, but it hbu been marked
vitii a discretion and tact becomini te the. ratiier
difficult position she bat occupied. Mach migbt b.
vritt.n cf ber many acts cf kindness and bier tender
consideration for otiiers.. On. instance may suffice:

Seme time ago one of the ladies-in-vaiting to the.
late Queen cf Denmark, the. mother cf Alexandra, ]ay
dying in the. Royal Palace at Copenhagen. Her one
dying wish vas to speak vitb ber Princes. Alex. hefoeo
ah. expired. Alexandra vas quit. unable tà leavo
England at the time. but ah. spoke a tender and syui.
patiietic message into 'a pbenograpb and despatcbed it
to Copenhagen by special messenger. Alresdy the.
dimness of death bad vild the old wcman's eyes, viien
tiie phonograpb gave eut ite messag. of love and hope
i r,l 4& tii. lut vQrds died sway and onIT the. vibrtiopç
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