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,BDUC&TIONAL OPINION.

The programme of 'st tdies for the wholc sehoo)l ini

niost cases ie ad apted to the needs of the few who are

prepariflg to enter the professions. This is an abuse

of our educational ailvantages. Many ofthei morei

eDlightened of our teachers 8ee and regret the tend-!

ency, but are powerless to prevent it. This kind of!

instruction ie iri general dernand and they ftind ùhem-,

selves obliged to supply it.... lu my intercourise with

our teachers and trustees 1 have endcavored to give a

more practical turn to the work of our public echools.

Only one in about 200 of our young people ever go

beyond the com mon district sehool, andi les8 than on1e

in every 1,000 enter Uhc universitie8. The education

given in the common sehools, therefore, should train

the Young principally for the duties of practical lite.

Wbiie the,noet favorable opportu nity should be gi ven

to well-dirocted ambition, the schools must be con-

ducted eo as to do the greatest ood to the greate8t

number.-Supt. Yoýidgomery, P. E. I.

Instruction in elementary science needs more study

and observation on the part of the teachers, and more
illuetyntion in the teaching. 1 trust our teachers

generaily will make good use of Dr. Bailey'8 new

text-book, snd the Summer School of Science, as well

as the science lessons in the EDUCATIONAL REV%-IEW.

It is also desirable that'a deeper interest bc taken in

temperance instruction. -bLWector IL B. Oakes.

Trhe general work done ini ail the echools as a whole,

during the year, waa very satisfactory, and I ami

aati8fied that very subetantial and lasting progre8s it

yearly being made in the schools.-Inspedtor &Geo.

swilli.

While there je very little change in the scholastic

acquirements of teachers, and even a diminution in

theii psy, I can honestly Bay that the character of
their work îe iniproving. Their anxiety to gain

knowledge and improved methods of teaching, their

enthusiaspn in the school*room, is not to be checked
by an unappreciative public. While their salaries
are diminiehing, they are subâcribing for educational
papers, attending teachers' associations, the normal

school; doing everything that lies iu thb'pir power to
make tbem better teachers. They are not working
merely for their salaries, but the majority are dis-
charging whiat they consider a sacred trust. N.ot ail,
for Lhere are those who scrimp their work in every
waik ot lite, and there are teachers wbo say good-bye'
at the end of the term with their highiest aspirations
satisfied if they bave taught the full number of days.
-Inspector E. J. La y..

'VueSehol x.Scence whiceh held ias tirât ssion
at Woltvillé during the isummer holidays wua origin-

ate(l hy Uhe Normal Selîool Mumni Association, sud
8o it. ,iay bt' prolrly regarded au oue of the

bemeicent resuits of normal sehooxl influience on edu-

catiollal progrcs8 iM the province. Tite school wu

reglarded by ail *WoavailtxItitlwsl'us of its adtan-

tagcs1 or who 8tudied ats work, as is pronouinced eue-

cess. It certitinly more than ftiltilled the osmau-
gtiiiie expectatiot of its pronîoters, -and ut promises

ti) gîve a (leCidetliipetiis to the stmdy of natursl

scienue on the part ut our teachers.
1 desire aise iM tlis place to express, on behali of

thie Normial.8cbool, a very higli appreciation of our

ncw eduicationai journal, "Tim E CEtCATIONAL

REvik.%v-." which lias, dîmrinig Uthear, mado 80

auspu)ciotts »n'i pronmisilig a begininisig. 1 trust that.

it will receive that support f rom tbe teachers of Noya

ïScotia, and esp*ciallv f rom the graduates of the.

1Normal Showhiclh its fierits eserv.--John BS.
Cal Lin, P>rincipal Normal &hool, iii N. S. SrJWo
Rtport.

iThiere arc at present too many third-chuts teacheru
pTbere would not be so much objection to tis if there

1wus a gencral desire anîong them to obtain an advanes
Iof ehms@. The - sehoolg suifer whien nnrprogro.ive

iteachers are employed of any clam. The supply of

second-class maie and female teachers is bamly up to
the demand, whiie there are more third-claateohme
than can secure aituations.-Inspeclor W. S. (J<rW..

C'he«p eiclmentary works of an approved charater,
and embracing as nîucb variety and accuracy of ils-
formation as possible in a smali compau, would, 1
bumbly conç*ive, be evory way bust adapt.ed for oui'
schools in their present state.-John Macneiil, Char-
iot tetoiwn.

From my IlNotes ot Inspection," howeyer, it wiII
be observed tat the number of sohools in whioh thon

(Il bessons on Nature ") were given i8 mach groatof
than in any prev ions year, thougb thero are still to@
many sehools in which they are negiected. Tescbeio
wbo do not posses the requisite knowlodge of eeh
subject-matter of such lossons, or of the manner e
imparting instruction therein, may readiiy qualify
tbem8elves by the etudy of the text-books recom-
mended by the Council of P>ublie Instruction. Valu-
able assistance may aliso be obtained from the specimenl
leasons given fronu time letMme in the EDU;cÂTIO)NL
REviEw, which îshould bo in the hande of al Our
progressi ve teachers. -Ina pector R. McLollan.


