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and sensibilities; ini a word, on Feeling.' '-But indeeti
KCeats solved this riddle once andi for ail:

"B eauty is truth, truth beauty; that is ail
*We know on eayth, andi ail we need to know."

Hlas, t,hen, the halting diffidence of iniddle age no lîini,
for divineîy audacious youthli Yes; not yours the ned
of weepulig or of labot'. 'l lie proper buisiness of youtli is
play (tesiibus Hierr Karl Uros-Professor J. Mark Bai-
win concurring, Dr. 1101)kirison. Smnith, et ai.). Besides,
in youth cockýureness tatws the place of conviction, and
oi happy cavelessncss that of labored expression. Yes;
write you f earlessly andi carclessly, and recnew o ur youth,
we who would nîucl ratlier îcdTEVAWSI'rY thal Wr'ite
for it 1

ARNOLD HAULTAIN.

ZET11US A-NI AML>IION: 'VIIOUCiT AND
AC11ION.

[The substance of an address at the opening of tile CJarnegie
Library ini the town of ýSaruja, ŽJoveniber 27, 1903.]

.1 f eel inclineti to begin in the words of another andi
an ancient orator, whein, ini the prosecution of a soîne-
whiat sinîilar mission, lic elnteredt an ancient and very
famous city-a city situated like Sarnia on the watcr-
ways: -Y e mcen of Sarnia,' I f cil inclineti to say, " I
perceive that iii ail tlîîngs you aie vcry super;,titious,
for as 1 camne Ilîrougli your strccts this eving 1 camc
upon an inscription to a vcry ancient anti for a long
tiîne now un unknownl god. S. 1'. Q. IL xvas the in-
scription-tîe inscription of tlie ancient Romnan,
whom we Britons are sup)Josed tt) iccai and resemble.
An inscription very faniiliar to ail Ulniversity men andi
readers of the Roman historians, "Senatus .L-opulusquc
Romanus. "

And even after tlic inscription xvas interpreted to
me to nîcan in the vernacular something less classical,
I ain stiil inclineti to call it superstitions, though i
only stands for " Siail Profits and Quick Ileturns. "
For standing here to-niglit, within the walls of a library,
must we not eall tlîat motto a superstition ? ihe
religion of a library the genins loc'i snggests exactly
the opposite thouglits.

The profits of reading are not small; not ultimately
small in any sense, not even small in the pecunary
sense for the nation which numbers many readers-
though small enough, no doubt, pccuniarily for the bcst
readers themselves (that is not their treasure,' there i.,
not their heart) -but not small even pccuniarily for
their peoples.

Ail thought is one; anti the thoughtful nation wins
ail prizes. Remember the hisLory of Germany; wlhPn
France overran Europe and was sàli to own the eartlî,
andi England overran the seas andi was said to own the
water, Germany was supreme in metaphysies and in
poetry and in thought generally, anti the more supreme
tlîat its thouglits were not distracted' to conquest anti
empire; and Germany was said to own the air; but
because it owned the air, the clouds andi iists of meta-
physies andi speculative activity, it also was qualifleti,
when it turneti its thoughts, as in our own day, to corn-
merce, quickly to establish a superiority even there;
a superiority it will not easily 1ose unless it, turn a
means into an endi, andi make of commerce a goal, in-
stead of one ehanne1 only, for its intellectual encrgy
anid its tliiret for knowlédge.

1 Anti if the profits of a library are flot siall, so
surely its returns are not quick; but slow, slow as the
i iilis of the gotis, slow as the endi of the world. Slowly,
surely, by soine wîuding, hîdden channel, by some for-
gotten byway-sonie here to-night must have hati the
experience-the knowletige whîch a man lias gleaneti
îrom his reading, gleaneci because it interestet i n, anti
becanse lie read it for its own sake anti not for money,
beeause, as the phrase goes, it "found" lim, slowly b ut
surely in the changes of fortuile, in the interdependence
of ail things, this knowledge turls. ont to have even a
inaterial anti practical value anti to be synonymous witlî
breati anti butter; anti the breati anti butter so won,
won by congenial labor, is as sweet as bread anti houcy
wrested froin labor wlîich is not congenial. But it
mnust be knowletige gleaneti for its own sake and not
for thc breati and honey, or it will neyer turn to breadi
anti honey. Such breati anti honey is like happiness or
salvation, only gaineti whien not sougît. Only those
wlîo lose it, who forget loney anti money in their pur-
suit of knowledge, save it; anti those who save it, wlio
seek to win sucl honey for its own sake, miss it.

TIhere is another reflection wlîich obtruties itself to-
day upon any thoughtful mn who finds Iiinîself in ai
library. The imass of materials for thouglit anti rcading
threatens thouiglît anti reatiing. In the mididle ages the
stutients in Oxford sat on the steps of the .tlîatre shar-
ing one tom cnpy of Aristotle; and thosr' stut7tits were
beggars in inanly cases. To-day, thougli f ew students
be beggars, they nîay be almost as badly off as bcg-
gars, froni the poor quality of their reading, whidi lias
destroyedti teir mental taste anti digestion; upon the
mass of rubbisl whidh hities froin themi the best books,
the greatcst monument of ail literature, e.g., tIc Bible,
is overlooketi anti forgotten, anti is littie known on this
continent in comparison with former times. Unîversi-
tics useti to give licenses to beg; to-day, in spite of
Milton, most University men have founti themselves
wishing- that Universities coulti license the books txe bc
read.

Again, in a library the sensitive mind is conscious of'
a certain keen tiepression. As we wantier fromn sheit
to simelf we realize that not only have the subjeets about
which wc do not talk, because we are conscious of oui
ignorance, evoked a 'wlole lierature, but the saine is
truc of subjeets about whicl ive have hitherto
taiketi anti whidli wc have supposeti were understood anti
settieti long ago; and it tiawns upon us that if our con-
versation is to be of what we know, there will soon be
a general silence in the ]anti. For this výry reason.
therefore, that our conversation is generally of what wc
do not know, anti also because it is the wvay of our race
to hitie our souls in conversation, anti talk on the sur-
face of things, anti remain superficial always anti trifling
-unlike a Frencliman or an ancient Greek-for this
very reason wc above ail men neeti libraries to kecp
our souls alive. The aimn of etincation for most men, saiti
a great man, is facility to converse; to converse, that is,
with real conversation; ivith sucir conversation as Dr.
Johinson found with Burke, anti Goldsmith, anti Bos-
well, anti Sir Joshua; with sudh conversation as Soc-
rates founti witl the keen-wittcd unconventional youtii
of Athens. Is there any one here who lias not wished lic
coulti intArrupt the banaîities of "socicty,"' by taking
up a book anti reading alouti; is there any oue who, ha&
not wished thiat the "original" banalities of the puluiit
coulti be exehiangeti for the reading-not original-of
the sermons whieh have moveti mankindl T is library
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