o b SR o

14

’ 4
[
A WEEKLY REVIEW OF

EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY POLITICS AND EVENTS.

Vol. 5, No. 16.

February 3, 1882.

Price 5 cts.

\_‘

THE MEETING OF CONVOCATION.

Once more after the lapse of a year has Convocation met ; once;

renx(;r:.has the privilege of discussing University matters heen
¢ised, and the efforts of a few enthusiasts have for a moment
8alvanizeq into activity the almost inanimate mass. What is
e:,q t‘ﬁ-‘?e of the apathy and lacl'< ot in?eres’c in University mat-
isines ich has 80 remarkably dlstn?gulsherl our g}'el(lxxates? .]t,
Er&ti01mpl'ellells1l)1e ‘to us, The? sub,]e.cts proposed ,i:)r th? consid-
qu&sti] of t}le mee'tmg‘r were v1tally.Jmportmm They }nyulvcd
an ’Otns of organization, of executive management, of finance,
. g?) : » out of all .the 'g‘radua»tes in T ()1‘()31150, only.enoug“h could
numbefo‘geth.er to justify the holding of a mee_,tmg with the
it at! leguxred by law. Th.ere n.mst be something wrong. Is
an &ﬂ'e::'hlle }xlldel’gl‘afluates little is df)ne to’ teach them to have
Spiris lgn for thelr.college-a, pride in thvcu" Alma Ma,tcr,.&nd
eon iy (Eh camaraderie for one another ? \"\" e fear. t?mt there has
ere v, he past too mu‘ch reason fox.’ this suspicion, and that
it that thaVe one cause tor' t?ns u'ndema.l)lc lack'ot interest.  1Is
ey, of 1 e commercial spirit ?t bh? count.ry 18 80 gtrong that
afrajq thetters are ashamed. of .then'_ acqmrements',? We are
: eandat» t.here‘ls something in this reason. Is ‘1t true .th'at
Count agam efforts 'have been made by.a few zealous s1)1}'1ts
¢iact such a disastrous state of things, and that as often
cabaleeiittem.pt has been made it ha.‘s be‘en snecredl at,. laughed at,
o8 in&gamst,. and suffereal to die trozn want (')t support by
iven tooauthomty? We fear that this reception has been
Sirg often to the well-neant attempts of those who de-
v etter things. The issue presented before graduates is
"Ouplzle:: Do they desire that once they are entitled to add a
a},omd o 1ette1.'s to their name, that from that moment they
leal‘ne 1 Top then: studies—forget the noble lessons which they
Bregt, Itn PurS}1111g those s'tudies-—-(lepri\:e themselves of wealth.
Sympat an riches can give—allow their college, for Wﬂ'llt ot.
adyg, %y_ and material support, to lag behind in the line of
unjy 0 knowledge, when by judicious and well-directed
Noble illeﬁf)l‘t .they could place that college well in the van of those
ledg, SHtutions whose object it is to spread the light of know-
Coulq (;Ver the darkened minds of men. What higher aims
Mopy fit Proposed ? "What course of action could be indicated
dition to advance not only the mental but the material con-
ign of their country? There is nothing so expensive as
Or&HCe . th R }‘ =1 P

y Ve beli’e ere is nothing more valuable th'an knowledge. ‘
ave ese ‘,’.e that those who press the claims of Convocation
LY i Views, and we rejoice when we behold the signs of a
8sepy ajhorf on the part of graduates of the University to
Teetiy zlr Tights to be heard in regard to her affairs. The
:of't o Sun Tueﬂd&y was conducted in a way which augurs well
h&t‘ . ‘_3%83 of future meetings. If it be once understood
Qh&nce is 18 to be done—talk to be frowned down, while a fair
blg ; g“fen for the expression of divergent views—-and the
g Wefe :a‘\ Won. The recommendations carried by the meet-

1. An assertion of the right of the graduates and the publie
to know what is being done in the way of legislation on Univer-
sity matters. The original resolution woved on this point was
too vague in its terms. The amendment carried was precise, and
showed by its wording the real desive that exists on the part of
the graduates, at all events, t6 be fully informed of what trans-
pires at Senate meetings, without any attempt at interference
with questions of discipline or mana gement.

2. The increase of elective Senators from fifteen to cighteen
—the election of six each ycar instead of three—the chanve of
the term of office from five ycars to three. This vote isconlv
a re-affirmance of what Convoeation once before recuested, and
alimost succecded in getting earvied.  That it did not succeed is
largely owing to its own supineness.  Had there been the keen
desive for the change, that there should have heen, a proper eon-
wittee would have been appointed to follow the matter up.  But
that was not done. A committee was appointed which neglected
to press the recomnmendation, and after being embodied in the
first reading of a Bill, probably for the very purpose of giving
the supporters of the reform an opportunity of urging their
views, in the second reading it was withdrawn, and no ghange
was made.  We are glad to see that this time the fault has heen
remedied, and a strong, well-chosen committee appointed to work
the matter up. Possibly this time again there may be a failure
to seeure the reform, but we imagine that it the body of erad-
uates once understand that such a moderate 1-cqu(_-.§t has Leen
twice baulked, no power in this Province will he able to resist
their united action in its favour on another occasion. Bub we
hope to see the Minister of Education and the Legislative Assem-
Lly pursue a course of liberal and enlightened acceptance of the
deliberately expressed wish of graduates.

Other minor amendments were carried, valuable as aceessories
in working out a measure of reform.

The introduction of a diseussion on the subjeet of the financial
position of the University led to a disagreeable conflict of
opinion. Upper Canada College has so many friends in Convo-
cation that the proposal of a spoliation of that institution in
favour even of the University, could not hut lead to a breach of
that harmony which should characterize such a hody as Convo-
cation. Moreover, it would be prudent for those who advance
the idea of the spoliation of Upper Canada College to recollect
that University College has plenty of enemies, and that wates
mutandis, the arguments applicable in support of the plundering
of Upper Canada College are 8:180 capable of being used in sup-
port of the despoiling of University College. We em'nestfy
hope that whatever position graduates may be compelled to
take as politicians, they will not forget that as graduates they
should be very cautious before they proclaim any doctrine of
the spoliation of any sister institution. To say nothiny of the
iniquity of such a proceeding, it is imprudent. The adjourned
meeting is to be held on the cighth instant, at the same place,
and it is hoped that there will be a full attendance, and a
deliberate discussion of the best means for the assistance of
the University. We will ourselves endeavor to discuss the
subject at an early date.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND THE UNIVERSITY OF
TORONTO,

In a series of papers which I contributed to the *Varsity a

I few weeks ago 1 endeavored to make clear all that is implied in




