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as unobjectionable and proper 1 Do the>' see
no impropriet>' in it î Ma>' a Minister of
the Crown in Canada, witbout impropriet>',
as a member of a private campan>', con-

tract witli a business man ta do a certain
work for a speculative price, tbe amount cf
which is ruade ta depend upon tbe success
of that compan>' in obtaining subsidies from
the Government of wlich lie is a member
May' sucli a Minister, without imprapriet>',
ask and receive for the purposes of the poli.
tical party witli which hli j identified, a
large mone>' subscription from a persan
wliom lie kno'ws ta be deepl>' interested,
financiall>', in obtaining further large suli-
sidies from tire Government of whieh said
Minister je a member i ils the Minister, in
sucli circumetances, in the position most
favourable ta hie considering without lilas
and salel>' in the intereste ef the country,
tire application of the friend in question for
furtlier subeidies in aid of the railway
enterprise wîth which the latter is identi-
fled ? Je it, ta put it bluntly, cven decent
that a Minieter of the Crown, eworn toacBt
Bs B faitliful and impartial steward, eliould
put himself in sucob a position, and tbat
bis coileagues should sustain hlm in it i
Are flot tire principie thue atirined and
the precedent thus established full of
danger for the future af the country wliicb
tacitl>' appraves tliem ?i

This is tlie way in wbich we understand
tbe.recent episode at Ottawa in anc of its
aspects. If we liave misunderstood or mis-
stated tbe facte in any way, we shalllie
glad ta stand corrected. If not, w hat ouglit
an independent journal ta sa>' of tbe affair?
What ouglit tlie independent people of
Canada ta sa>' of it
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The question that lias been raised by
General Herbert's action in suspending
Colonel Powell lias brouglit out tire injustice
tbat the officiais of the Milit'a Deparfmnent
reet under. Because the>' are soldiers the>'
bave no superannuation or retiring allow-
ance, as the officiaIs of other departments
bave. Colonel Powell is the father af the
militia service, and as sncb lias been the
trusted servant in ail matters connected
with the militia force for many years, and
General Herbert could not bave been aware
of the traditional respect in whicb lie wae
lield, when lie suspended hlm for a depar-
ture from the routine that lie believed mili-
tary discipline demanded. The Min-ister of
Militia liad no otlicr course open but to
promptly re-instate an officer who lias ren-
dered sunob faithful service ta tbe coun-
try.

General Hlerbert lias licen brouglit up in
a militar>' echoal that recognises the differ-
once betwecn the War Office and the Horse
Guards, the former lieing controlled by the
Secretary for War, the latter by the senior
militar>' ofilcer, and eeldom do tlie two
branches clash. In Canada tbe relations of
the two branches have been somewhat more
intirnate and interdependent, witli perliaps
a littie too mucli politice oversliadowing
ail.

As the conntry growe and the nation
expandj, greater intereet muet lic taken in
aur defeneive force and the force that gives
power ta our laws, sa that whule General
Herbert's action may have been inconsider-
ate, tliere may bave been behind it an hon-
est desire ta keep tlie matters under bis

contrai etrictl>' in the line of dut>'. llow-
ever, Il ls well that ends well."

The Conference lias closed its labors.
Tbeir resuit bave not yet been made public,
s0 that it is impossible ta comment witb any
degree of accuracy upon the proceedinge.
No doubt everything bas been conducted in
a very non-committal style, althougb the
Hon. Mr. Bowell's appearance would indi-
cate that bis tea-party will lie very likel>' ta
develop into a wedding. H1e himeif is
tliorongbly up ta date in hie pereonal ap-
pearance and lie looks as if ho wae at peace
with ail men.

Sir John Pender of the Eastern Cable,
bad a dougbty cliampion in tlie Hon.
Mr. Playford, of Southi Australia. South
Australia maintains a telegrapli line acrose
thie Australian continent fromr wbicli she
derives a coneiderable revenue ;tliis is the
telegrapli lihe that connects thie Eaetern
Commercial Cable witb ail the Australian
centres, and according te Mr. Gea. Parkin's
pamphlet the receipts of the celle between
Auhtralia and England are $5,O00 a day.
The resuit of the Conference of 1887 was ta
effect a reduction in cable messages from
$2.50 per word ta $1.10 per word ta etave
off prospetive campetition. How far Mr.
Sandford Fleming lias been beaded off it je
impossible to sa>'. That there are great
possibulîties in a Western Commercial Câable
there is fia doulit, but it will require tlie
etrengtb of ail tbe Governments interested
ta launchiit in the face of tlie powerful op-
position of tlie Eastern Câable Company.

The proceedinge of the Conference are
ta lie made public at once so that in ail
probabulit' liefore the end of the week Par-
liament will lie in posess5ion of the resuit of
its deliberations.

Ottawa bas donc ber dut>' well from a
social standpoint in entertaining aur guets
from the Antipodes ; it lias been Queen's
weatber ail the time. The lawn tennis
taurnament belped ta create additional in-
terest for the ladies of tbe part>', and Sir
Adolphe and Lady Caron, the vice Patron
and Patronees of thie tennis club, wound Up
the proceedinge of the tennis tounment b>'
an At Home on the grounds and a bail in
the drill shedi. The evening on Parliament

ll was exceediiîgly pretty andi a great
number were initiattcl into the mysteries of
the Lover's Walk, of wide renown. A trip
an the Ottawa added ta the diversit>' of in-
tereet, and altogether the people of Ottawa
parted witb their new found friende with a
cordial hope that the mail service we ma>'
one day see establisbed, as a result of the
conference lietween Australie, Canada and
Great Britain wiIl give tlie opportunit>' of a
renewal of friendship and a lascing combina-
tion of interests.

Whetber the Flouse wiIl prorogue on
Saturda>' je the questian at present ; the
members are tired, and it je to lie hoped the
Government will not tind it necessar>' again
ta postpone tlie meeting ta so late a date,
and that the next time the tariff ip on the
boards the number of items wîll lie greatl>'
reducefi.

The meeting of the Conference bas, na
doulit, sbawn the difficult>' tbat existe in
developing intercolonial trade witb the bars
up. If tire Frenchi treat>' passes, wbicli is
now lieing debated, the peculiar anomal>'
will exist that Frenchi wines will lie admit-
ted on a minimum tariff wbi!e the Aus-
tralien wines will l)e eulijlct ta a maximum
tariff ; tirât le developîng intercolonial trade
witli a vengeance. Australia is increesing
lier vine>'ards ver>' largel>' and je anxious
ta develop lier wine trafic, but the Frenchi
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treaty will shut lier out. OpO inO
the treaty is likely tà be deveîO~
the Senate, wbere it bas already beei îna
discussion.

The great railroad strike has been the

feature of the week. The UJnited 8tte'
passing tbrough an experience The1le~~
that of passing tbrougb tire and waterTe

ave, fortunately, a statesmian t the hed

of the country in their Presiderit at th@ P*
ent crisis. He recognizes that lau'v i
uppermost, and that bis wba0le fieS
must lie bent to establisb it. lis digfli6ot
reply to the Governor of Illin'OiS,wbo *0I
cd to stop and argue a constitutioBl qu'-
in the midst of a conflagration, .,wortbl

of ail praisa. When the law l
be will thon be able to listen otedsie

beteenthePulmanCompany and its elo
ployees and enforce arbitration. t h

The organization of labour Ï8on Of l

signa of the tîmes, and it is a good Bign, I

lias, however, ta recognize its grave ePD

sibility in exercising power. The rsi

zation of the labouring men me>' bo a P id
for gond or a power for avii, and it 8Bhe t
be the interest of the labouring classe

deveiop the higliest aime for the goad 0 .

world and the improvement of tbe C$
There are certain principles of pod
economy that must govern and bEyO
which the>' cannet go, and te lea"' theit
principles is an essential part of

Complainte are heard of tbcit Beic5

little too much ramn for the haYinlg
otberwise the3 weather lias beiflg perte
but tbe ramn bas been polite enougli to
fine its showers to tbe niglit sea5 00 ', îeit

The ladies of the Conference Party
this morning, the delegates leave tbis 6"1 l
ing ; they will no doubt bave a wBriv
corne in Toronto and a most bOOIs
entertainment. I NDi
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THE OTTAWA CONFERENCE.

The paramount problemr ta lie ire
out is the consolidation of the ED3Pltg'o
drawing and binding together 'tgd the
grapîsicaîlly separate portions. So al n
President of the Conference ýat thea OPpo
of its first business session. I t dibi' iâ
need mucli discernament te see that h
simpl>' an old friend under anOther6ths
Consolidation, too, is a better Word tiw
f3deration and a conference OfceJ
delegates from the Mother C0Untrjyano8
self-governing colonies is a great $ i
upon a league of private gentlemenaWh dia

a graceful act when they agreed tO otl
tbemselves into an associatiOf an ta*
more graceful act wben tliey agreed te t
solve. A world-wide Empire 18 f. usyl
way unconsciausl>' or sein îood
wards unit>' and solidarity, and B od
man>' tentative efforts will bave ta. li
befere the end is accemplished. Litico'
neyer bo accompiisbed, cry out the criOk
th;e sceptics, the dogmaticians and the C n
sure race, generally, b>' whateoevero
called. Perliaps obu e repl'. 6 ie
on trying, je ot, buty Te
dead, the>' cry out again, as the bbor
lapses in its tiret effort ta reach j
Not quite, we takre the libertY 0 e
as baby picks himeîf Up und victatîo 0
reaches bis destination. -But
rickety tbing it is, the>' snarl for~ ~
give bim a little time, we plead1 ft ofa
cornes of a good stock and tli hear eo0

king is in him. And the great Bilent P


