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England ; and then you eau sing to me, because 1 can no
lOntger make mu.3ic. And you muet not think my bauds
'vili take long to heal - a week will see them better."

Ruth flushed. She would fain have refused to sing,
l)ut could not.

I will do what I can for you," shf, said. IlYou saved
n'y life, and I owe it to you."1

IlYou owe me nothing," answered Gemma, "lbut wbat
You are wiliing to give. What were y0u musiflg about
,lien 1 entered the gallery ? "

Ruth hesitated a littie before she replied. Could lie
solve hier doubts for lier ? She feit a sudden temptation
ta ask him, to conide in him.

"Iwas tinking-" she said slowly, looking at him
anxiously. 44It 15 S0 difficuit to put into words, but my
tho0uglits were sonething like this. Wben I1'vas at Well-
Iflitster, I would flot sing or listen to music because I feit
that it 'vas in m1e to love what was beautiful for beauty's
sake. Perhaps it was a narrow reed, but I seemed to
love GOd less for loving beauty more. But now that I amn
here, al seems differeut to me. Things seem riglit that
Onice I thought were wrong, and ail things take a different
place in the world ta me. When you played the other
night, it seemed the very perfection of ioveliness in
holinless. And yet what 'vas there of God lu It ï "

IGod created ail things beautiful," answered Gemmna.
"A.i beautiful Sound is the speech of God."
of Yes," protested -Ruth; but 've use it for the service

of fan"
IlYOU forget," auswered Gemma, quietly, Ilthat God

created man witb al his faults and longings. They are
huinan faults and longings;- and the service of God is the
Service of man'"

Alf ter that talk in the picture-gailery Ruthi became
mluch more at home witli Gemma;- indeed, tliey soon grew
tO be inseparable companions, and Ruth, wbo had neyer
koown what it was to cone in contact with any one who
'Rould think ont problemns for himself, soo grew to lean
UponI Gemnma, to bring him al her doubts and longings.
lie satiSfied ber, and wben a fortnight hadl passed she grew
to dread his approaching departure more and more. She

eyrStopped to ask herself why. She had neyer dreamt
Of loving, of being loved like most girls do. Her nature
had 8 0 steeped lu the worsbip) of things holy that
humnan love 'vas aliinost unknown to hier.

.She sang to Gemma, constantly. Her voice bad neyer
given lier Sa rmuchl pleasure as uow when she used it La
w1hile 8'vay the time for him. For ail that, she knew and
Perhaps lie understood., that she neyer gave utterauce to
the fervour and 'yearnings within bier. There was always
85Oething repressred about hier singing, as if she feared to
give voice to bier own true self.

hvGemima' 5 bands were nearly well ; indeed lie could
haeused themi had hie been Sa minded, but lie loved Ruth's

caeOf hîmP. Ruthî herseif watcbed their progress with a
feelig of rningled fear and hope ; site wanted themi well
for hi s ak, but she aiso wanted hlm to have an excuse

fo tying on. l n
0 were strolling inthe gardenson afternoon. A

kidof brooding beat, forerunner of a Storm, made thel
a'irdensae and heavy. The sky was darkened except when
lurid loud8 broke up the gloorn. Both Ruth and Gemima

f 1l teoppression of the atmospbere. I arn goiug te
leave the day after te merrow," said Gemma shortly and

'Uddeuiy, and fixed his eyes upon Ruth. The girl was sa
tak'en bY surprise that she could not dissemble. "So

0un, shte faltered; and then she continued bravely "1

$hall ruissyou.",

W1î1 You 'V"lhe asked. 1".1 am glad."
TheY %ere both sileîît for a littie after this. I" You

nelt plaY to me to-niglit," eaid Ruth. "I must hear you
Play Once mor-e befere you go."

"If mn new violin lias corne," lie answered. IlAre
You alfraid of thunder, Ruth 1"

luarnfot afraid of any storms," answered the girl.
Outhe contrary, I like te watch them."

0 oeYturned towards the bouse, not many moments
Iiig b The sullen thunder wa8 growling, the liglit-

began ta e more vivid, and great drops were talling

ZO t e sultry clouds. It was a terrible scene. IRuth,
th 0 al lot im agined anytbing worse than an Englishi
ihl Udrster,,,s uddenly lest ail control ever bier nerves.

e flt'rly screamed when a flash lit up the gardens and
follow(d y a great crash of thunder. Nearer and

Prer sh8e d rew to Gemmna, feeling a security lu bis

'tl tda* lie could not understand. At first lie bad
te ligîîtly of many things te keep bier tboughts front
hlusene but gradually the awe of the elements came ever
fir00 ad sileutly they watched it together, and lu seme

ot er f ashion they both felt drawn mare closely te eacb
la hi very silence.

the afternoon and part of the evening the storm
itw'as nearly ten before the rain ceased and the

hiii '"Uttered growl of the thunder died away ln the distant
Wit. Crispi and Delaud were still lingering over their

irl 1 uth and Gemama were in the drawing-reom. The
tih pale and a littie agitated ; Gemma 'vas very

Io v;a going to play to yeu to-nigbt," lie said more
Ythan"'vas lis wont, Iland you shall sit stili by the

PetWindo'v and take in the scent of the fresliened
grasses

h~ith Obeyed, and Gemma began to play. His bauds
,i l05lt their cunuing. The souuds lie drew front bis

~'W ere softer, more love-laden than ever. Wbat it~BlePlaYed Ruth did not know.

IWhat is it ?"1 she asked breathlessly, when the last
note bad died away, and lie auswered very quietly, riot
lookiug at lier at ail, Il It is the most beautiful love-song
in the world. ht is Beethovens 'Adelaide.'"

"A song ï she asked, aud lier face flushed. "lA
song! Then I can sing it."

"lIf you 'viii, 1'viii play for you.'
Then Ruth took the music witli lier trcrnbling bauds

and cornrenced. Of course she stumbled over the new
'vords, but that rnattered not, for the music liad crept
into ber soul so that the ineaning of it 'vas plain 'vithout
îeed of 'vords. lier voict! swelled and vibrated with the
passion slîe had 8o long suppressed - clear and full it
unconsciously proclairned aioud the triumph of Love.

Crispi heard it frorn the next room aud realized two
things-tliat this 'vas the veice lie had dreamüed of, and
that lie bad lest bis pupil for ever. But Ruth herseif
sang ou, losing lier identity lu the passionate strains of
the world's most beautiful love-song. And whlen the
last long-drawn sigli, Adelaeide .. ' feul frorn ler iips, lier eyes
suddenly met Gemma*s. She had betrayed what she bad
not kuown liersef; she scarce kuew it now iudeed, but
bier lids fell under Gemmas burniug gaze.

Corne with me into the garden, Ruthi,-lie 'hispered,
and as lu a trance she foilo'ved him.

Then, lu the quiet peacefulness of an eveuiug after
storm, un'Ier the býýams of a moon struggliug to free itself
from louds and therefore less placid than usual, witli al
the rairi awakened sceuts of the flowers miaking the air
fragraut round them, <Iemna told Ruth lis tale of love,
told lier the sweet timie-woru story that men neyer tire of
telliig, to which 'vomen neyer tire of listening, told bier
liow Love the Conqueror wouid destroy ail tbe tangled
web of lier doults and wouid teach lier to love God througli
love of man.

And IRuth listened--and believed.-A lan 2Adair, iu
i1facril/ans l1wNovembe'r.
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"No more at al lu thee,"' the selemun knell
That early rang the Babylonian woe,
Forever down the ages sounds to show
The lords of Mammon, who makc eartli a bell,
The limits Heaven assigus themn, to foretel
Their certain, sudden, final overthrow.
The tolling words recur as blow on blow
Shial purge God's Temple whlere they buy anid selI.

0 vainiy in that retribution hour,
Shahl waii the mourner and recount the loss
0f industry's clice fruits free scattered then.
IJrhaiiowed gains won by Satanic power
Like fairy gold ghaîl sbrivel into dross,
Nor buy their mp-anest chattes-souls of nmen.

WILLIAM MCGILL.

COR RESUNDENCE.

A CANADIAN NATIONAL LEACUE.

7o fthe Editor of TuE \VEEK

Sîî,-Is net th(e tinme ripe for the formation of a Cana-
dian National League, wî th this object, the promotion of a
distinct national feelingy friendly to a connection witli the
British Empire, consistent witli our seif-respect, aud hostile
Lo the surrender of our territeries and privileges and
liberty, to United States sdliemners by wliat is called
Aunexation '?

Admission to the league, whicb would lie open to
'vomen as well as men, 'vould be granted on the applioants
signing this pledge :"lJ, -, hereby promise that 1 will do
ail in rny power to promote the interests of the Caniadian
nation, and prevent as far as 1 can Political union 'vitb
the United States." 1 propose that there should be bran-
ches lu ail the large towns lu Canada. Public dinners
should be held simultaneously ail over the Dominion ou
Dominion Day or th2: Queen's Birtbdoy, at which speeches
migbt be miade by our leading statesmen and others. The
badge sliould be a smnall beaver or mapie leaf lu silver
whicli could be wern, unconspicuously, ou the inside of the
ceat; or we migliyt have a liower as a national enibleim, te
be worn by ahl members on Dominion Day, just as the
Prirnrose League ini England makes use of the primurose.
There shouid be branches of the society lu the States and
England, the duty of whidh would be te extend friendli-
ness and bretherhood to compatriots lu a strauge land. A
slight annual subseription, say twenty-five cents, should
bce made by aIl members te cover the coat of a printed rol
of membership, and, if sufficient, the publication and cir-
culation of tracts and the delivery of lectures relating te
Canada lu furtherance of the national idea. Other more
definite aims miglit be taken up in time, sudh as the erect-
iug of monuments te our national beroes, etc., irrespective
of creed or race.

Do let sucli a league lie begun, I arn sure it would
take 'vitli our~ young men. Let so'nue infinential people
beglu its formation at once lu Toronto and Montreal. It
mîglit le inaugurated by a dinner lu Toronto at which Sir
John Macdonald could infuse into it bis spirit and enthu-
siasm. At auy rate lot us bear wbat yeu thlnk of the
solieme. F. G. SCOTT,

Drunntmotdt'ille, P. Q.,

rus1 PRINCE EDWAIID ISLANDl StJn'VAv.

l'o t/te Editor o! THE WEEK:

SR,-Wlieu this Province entered Confederation lu
1873, the Intercolenial {aiway 'vas under construction,
and the Canadian Pacific Railway only contemplated.
Messrs. Pope, Iilaviland and the 'vriter 'vere appoiuted
delegates to meet the Goverumeut at Ottawa and arrange
the "lTernis of Confederation." One of the greatest dilli-
culties wbicb presented itself 'vas to ind a remîedy for our
want of connectien witb the rnainland;- our liarbours beiug
frozen up for nearly one-haîf the year, it 'vas thouglit we
should lie unabie to participate in the great benetits, arising
eut of the building of the great arteries of inter-provincial
trade, whicb bave since connected the remnaining Provinces
of this 'vide Dominion. This question 'vas very fully dis-
cussed in ail its moods and tenses. The resuit 'vas the
.Dominîion Goverumeut promised te give us Ilcoutinueus
communication " with the oaher Provinces, and se as ne
misunderstariding should bereafter arise on this point, the
following 'vas inserted as eue of the Il Ternis of Confeder-
ation " :I Efficient stearn service for the conveyance of
mails, and passengers to be established and maintaiued
bet'veen the Island and the Dominion, 'vinter and summer,
thîîs placing'athe Island lu centînueus communication 'ith
the lutercelonial Raiiway and the railwsy sy4tem of the
Dominion."

Iu pursuance of this obligation the Dominion Goveru-
ment have previded summne- accommrodationi by a contract
with the P. E. i. Steani Navigation Ceompany, and aise
provided a 'vinter steamer, 'vhich lias been unabie te carry
(ut the IlTerms of Coufederation"» viz. :"lcontinueus com-
munication " ewing te the difilcuities of ice in eut 'vnter
navigation. This bas been a source of great loss, as 'vell
as great drawback te ti ýe generai prosperity of our
Province, which contains eue million acres of fine farrning
land. Our farming is carried on after the "lScotch systern"

-" rotation of crops "; as a ceusequence, 've have amougst
other agyricultural products a great surplus of reots, maiuly
potatees for expert. Our fail season for sbipping, owing te
early frost seaiing our harbeurs, bas te lie doue iu a liurried
mauner, and consequently we have te put this product or.
au overloaded mnarket and seil at a sacrifice and loss,
'vhiist our more fortunate neiglibours on the miainisnd
have their crop boused, antd only si.ll if as the market
require.

An exarnination of the Dominion Blue Books cf last
year shows the average price of petatee througbout the
different Provinces te be as fellows: Ontario, 65.2 ; Nova
Scotia, 52.5 ; Maiitoba, 47.1 ; New Brunswick, 46.0;
Quelic, 45.0 ; P. E. Island, '26.5, or un average of 47
cents per bushel.

It i8 estimiated 'vo are sellers of potateeste the extent
of about four millions of bushels per annum, and looking
at the ahove quetations front the Blue Books it 'vii lie at
once apparent 'vo are losers on this eue item alone of about
$800,000 anuually.

To remedy this state of affairs I have proposed and arn
advocating a sub'vay across the Northumnberland Straits of
six aud a-lîalf miles frein Carleton Head lu P. E. 1i. te
the Mouey Point in N. B. Acroas this 'vIole distance
there ig a bcd of shale of about fifty feet in tbickness, rest-
ing on the bedrock cf carboniferous sandstoue, aud pro-
nouuced by competent engineers te ho more easily worked
throîîgh than the strata tlirougli 'vlich the great St. Clair
tunnel bas been built. lut counection with the summer
and 'inter mails of this4 Proviuce tho Dominion Goveru-
ment is at the preseut tinte expeuding the sum of about
$ý200,000 per ycar.

I arn aiare that nmany of your readers look at this
sub'vay rnatter as eite involving a very large expenditure
of rooney for sudh a smail population, etc. Witb your
permission it 'viii be mny duty in my next letter te disabuse
their minds on this peint, and te endeavour te prove te
tliem that the present eutlay 'vii le quite sufficient te
buiid the P. E. 1. subway.

GEORGE W. HOWLrAN.
(,iai-ottetow, .VNov. _20, 180.

A H TE WORKING DA Y.

S it riglit tbat hours of work sheuld lie limited;- and, if
se, lio' many heurs sleuid lie aliotted te 'vork)' The

old saying on this peint mus
]'ight h4eur,,' work, eight hours' play,
XVti eight ),eur,ý' 1eep, iniakes onec good day.

Se it dees, and there is an imîmense ameuint of sound
common sonse in these twe uines. Supposiug that meai
tîntes are included in the eight heurs' play, the sanitary
teacher lias littie te add, littie te take a'vay front the rule
i its general application. Lu the garden of thce'vorld ne
eue need be obliged te do more work than eau lbe doue in
eight heurs if the work 'vere carried eut on a scientific and
proper systein. lJnfortunately it is net, and is net lîkely
te be for an age er two, se that we have te ineet a big
difficulty lu the face and te do the best we can te lielp te
lessen it. As a niatter of liealtb, the rule is good. Whose
fauît is ifthtat it is net generaliy applied 'f One says
tyranny is the fauity cause ; another says necesnity. We
may admit, lu soute instances, uecessity ; but i sbouid say
that the fault, pretty universalinl its nature, is basedI ou
ignorauce or tliougbtlessness ratIer than on aystenîatic
oppression or absolute uecessity. I spot one illustration
bore. Why sheuld sbepkeepers le fomced by ail classes,
rich, middle, and poor alike, te keep their places of business


