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"HON. THOMAS 1VARCY
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL, CANADA,

Thomas D’Arcy MeGee, President of
the Council and ‘mewbher of the House
of Assembly, for the Western Division
of the City of Montrcal, was born in
Carlingford, County of Louth, ireland, on
the 13th of April, 1825. e went to the
United States in June, 1812 : rcmained
there till May, 145, and returning to Ire.
lund jn that year, was mavvied.  Tu 1846,
and the two following yeurs he joined the
“Young Ireland’ section of political refor-
mers in agitating for the repeal of the
lesislative union between Great Britain
and [reland, and shaved in some of its mis-
tikes und all its nisforiunes.

Al this point we deem it requisite to be
explicit as to what is now written, and why
the present writer pens it. .\
the houorahle gentleman having been pro.
mised by some of his triends to accompany
the portrait in this issue of the ¢ Canadian
Iuswated News,” bat not hei g in hand
when the paper is otherwise ready for press,
the following recoliections ol 1543, and re-
marks on Mr. MeGee as an author and ora-
1or, nre presenied to the reader, who is as.
sumed to be a thinking, reasoning being,
aud one who can comprehend what is meant
hy sedition, and insurrection, wul by the
crime of fneiting to insurrection and rebel-
lioa. Tne present writer bas in v
literary records, assectud that in o ease can
rebellion be justiicd nnder  constitniional

government, with a free  press and free
speech.  He has insiated, in Lenting of the

Lrgie of revolutions. thatin nitions where the
displaced voots and branches of political
power remain, and musi of necessity remain
after a revolution, as in Britain aud France,
they retain vitality and may return to their
place by the force of laws abundantly dis-
pessed through human natare, and accom
plish a result mexorahle as desting.  That
vesult s militacy despotism. Sinee  this
dozma was assected, in a bool writteu in
Canada, a rebetlion in Amervica, alike unjus-
tilinhle and unnatural, acivil war hoeeible as
it is unnatural, once more exemplifios 1s
truth, and inspires sentiments of wratitude
that for a Jon s while pist vo vebellion has
suecessfully distracted the British empive.
I'ma much it may be necessary o say
yroceediug to notice some incidents in the
ifa of Mr. McGee. No public man in this
Province has done so much, us no other hy
force of true eloguence und logienl reason-
ing probably can, to soften asperities be-
tween this side of the boundary Jine and the
other.  The present writer was, in 1847,
gent to Ireland Ly the British government to
observe and report privately on the width
and depth of the misery of the lrish people
in the famine, which followed the extinction
of the potatoe—muin articie of their food.
In 1848 he was again sent to waich and pri-
vately report on the progress of Smith
O'Brien’ agitations and threatened iusur
rection,

‘Che vear 1843 was the era of Buropean
revolutions. France exploded on the 22ud
of February. The States of Germuny and
Hungary fullowed. The Chartists of Eng-
land indulged in preparutions for insurrection
on the 10th of April. In Ireland, the begin:
ning was to be ¢ when the havvest was ripe.?
It bezan in August, at the homestead of Mrs.
McCormack, near Ballingarry, in the county
of Kilkenny. For months previously
writers in the ¢Nation' aad ¢United Ivish-
mon’ newspapers had incited the Irish peo-
ple to insurrection, by fiercc denunciations
of Engzlish rulers; by speeches of bumning
eloquence; by soulstirring poetry 3 and
lastly, by recommending the use of corrosive
chemicals to be thrown on the milttary from
voofs of city houses. It i3 known thaut Me.
McGee, though young and ardent, was not
only more exalied than his compeers in his
poctry contributed fo the newspapers, hut
more rational in his prose. Hce was not of
the school of corrosive chemicals.

The London ¢ Times ? in May 1832, when
Britain, for a space of nine days, trembled
on the balance hetween salety and civil war,
the motrow promising any degree of catas-
trophg gnward to revolution, contained in-
citements to insurrection as atrocious, more
insidious, and vastly more dangerous than
unything written by ‘Mc:t-rhe}‘ oflhc. Sword,?
or John Mitchel in the “United Irishman.’
"Fhe proprietors of the ‘Times’ were not
prosecuted in 1832, There was then no
government possessing  political - strength
sufficient to dare such prosccution. Butin
1848, th wind having changed, they spared
no invective, no fact, no invention to over-
whelm seditious Irishmen with vengeance
and ridicule.  The absurd story of Smith
O'Brien hiding in a cabbaye gavden from the
armed constabulary, was the invention
portly  of the Tiwmes’ correspondent,

McGEE,

wemoir of

who his since written so  largely and
50 graphically a3 u master of the

picturesque, and partly of Mr. sub-constable
Trant, of Callan, who met the correspon-
dent at Kitkenny, and there recounted o
him the events of the Ballingurry campaign.
Mr, Lrant told it in similar terms 10 the pre-
sent writer, who, however, had examined
the farm premises for himself; hadseon that
there were no cabbages to hide any one, and
knew thut cabbages could not cover a fugi
tive from o fire of wusketry, the firelocks
pointed through loop-holes iu the harricuded
house and commanding all parts of the gar-
deu.

Whatever wis the measure of Mr.0'Brien's
folly and crime, personal cowardice did not
attuch to him. Whatever poetry and en-
thusizsm Mr. D’Arcy McGee contributed
to the fiery literature ol young Ireland, he
did not jom in the coarser and more crimi-
nal sedirivn’of writers less logical wnd vea-
sonable.

Mr. MeGee was not arrested with the
other membess of' the young [reland party
on their dispersion in August, 1848, He
ook ship to the United States and lived
there eight years.  The *know knothing’
socicties which  clumed fur native Amer-
icans all privileges aud dignities wud prescri-
bed Ivishmen ns aliens, offended lis judg-
ment aad insujted his countrymen.  He re-
moved o Canada in 1856, and at Moztreal
conducied a jowrnal named the ¢ New Wea.?

‘In 1837, he was returned o the House of

Assembly as one of the members for the ciy.
His correspundence written from Toronto
1 the  New Era? during the parliamentary
session evineed . generous liberality to op-
ponents. At the general election of 1561,
he was re-elected by acclamation.  Having
studied for the bar, he passed in 1860, as
every one knowing him expected, a brilliant
examination. ‘The first cause committed to
his care was one of deepest gravity, the de-
fence of u person aceused of mmder.  fle
obtiined i -verdict of acquittal, an omen his
friends hoped, of a successtul professional
itfe. Butin a few weeks aflerwaids, May
27, 1862, Mr. Saadfie’'d Maedonald having
been eutrusted with the formation of a new
cabinet submitted the name of Mr. McGee
io Ilis Excelleney tha Governor General,
who was pleased to confer on him the office
and dignity of President of the Conneil.
Mr. Metiee hng piven much attention in
parliament, and a3 chairman of a committee,
to the subject of emigration. When it is
known that he ig likely to make a speech,
Quebge crowds to the galleries.  As a pop-
ular iecturer he s unequalled.  His reading
in history hus been extensive ;  his judy-
ment isacute and generous, Intho eloguence
which is poetical, yet in matter of fact and
argument lozical; quict in tone; deep in

thouzht ;3 charming in expression; we are
2 1 a i 1

coustrained to aflirm after listeninx to® all
the best British and Irish speakers of the
last thirty years, that in none of the arenas
where intellectnal giants assemble is there
an orator whoexcelsthe Honourable Thomas
D’Arey McGee.

Any person sending ns the names of ten Subscribers for
three, $1x, mne, or Wwelve wonths, will receive v copy,
ree of charge, for cuch of these periods, respectively.
Should those Subscribiors, for any enn icas than a year,
renew then subscriptions, the paper will he continaed
to the geners up of the club,

The ¢ ilinstrated News? is forwarded 1o Sabseribers
by il free of postage,

Subseribers will please bear in mind thit the paper
15 stupped. whenever the period for whic h ey hav
subscribed expires.

Ttany of our Agents have luck Nog 1,2 aud 8, on
hand, they will confer a favor by returning them to this
office.

THE CANADIAN

PUnsteated Hews,

HAMILTON, FEBRUARY 7, 1863.
THE POLITICAL ASPECT.

T'uE political calm which we have en-
joyed for the last few inonths has been
latcly disturbed by the announcement of
the meeting of Parliament, on the 12th
inst. Party orgaus ave busily speculu-
ting on the probable contingencies of the
Session.  Ministerialists arc confident
of a complete triumph for the Ministry,
while the Opposition is quite sangnine
of a Ministerial defeat within the first
month of the Session. Tt is difficult for
an unbiassed mind to make out which
of thesc predictions is nearest the mark.
On the Ministry tuking office 11s¢ year, a
very general desire was wanifested of
giving them a fair trial of testing their
claims to support by their official cou-
duct.  Some disnppointient was ex-

pressed by the advocates of Representa-
tion by Population, that that measure
had been ignored. It was wrong on
moral grounds——so it was awreed—for
those who had persistently pressed it on
the previous Ministry, to take office with
men who wero not prepared to settle it.
But, if there are other reforms required,
which Mr. MeDonald's administration
can give, and if Representation by
Population would have been no ncarer
settlement, by their refusal to take office,
the question of abstract morality will no
doubt be allowed to take carc of itself.
Such at least is the view taken of the
matter by alarge majority of the Reform
Party, while the Conservatives cannot
make this ‘measure a weapon of attack
without belying their own assertion, that
it is not yet ripe for settlement. It does
not scom probable then, that ministers
have any reason to apprehend present
trouble trom this .source. The Credit
Foncier scheme and the Inter-Colonial
Railway, will not be introduced, we are
told. Thus two other troublesome ques-
tions will be got rid of. Both would be
sternly opposed in Upper Caunada, the
former ecspecinlly. A Bankruptey bill,
it is said, will be submitted. This will
requive careful handling; for while there
can be no doubt that such a measure is
urgently required, there is much danger
of its giving rise to abuses unless its
provisions are unusually adapted to meet
the wants of the case. The chief ground
on which the administration must rely
for support, is their economical manage-
ment of the public finances. This was
a prominent feature in the poliey which
they announced on taking office. It was
a reforn of more pressing importance
than auy other required at their hands.
By the avowed and tacit admission of all
parties there was much room for im-
provement in this matter. The internal
cconomy of the various departments were
in a state in which po establishmeant, not
having the resources of a government to
lean upon, could stand. It was proved
that prices immecasurably higher than
their value were paid for almost every-
thing the government consumed, yet the
respounsibility conld he traced to no one.
In saying this, let it vot be understood
that we join in the wholesale charges of
corruption made against preceding Min-
isters in consequenco. 'We all know the
effects of a vicious system which has
gained the sanction of time; but the sys-
tem evidently needed improvement. To
this work the present Ministry addressed
themselves, and by the testimony of their
organs, kave lubored at it with unwearied
assiduity.  They have discharged use-
less -servants, and instituted investiga-
tion into thc condition of the various
departments of the service with a view
to their reform. The fruits of ail this
labor will appear when the aunual re-
ports come to be published. Should
thesc reports -shew the retrenchment
which we are told they will, there is no
doubt that the Ministry will occupy a
position in public estimation which will
give the Opposition.great trouble to de-

-prive them of.

ArTEMGS Warp.—~Charies F. Brown,
otherwise ¢ Artemus “Ward,’ .the showman,
according to the ‘Lexington Qbserver; is
about to efex.\d to.the -altei- one of .the most
beautital girls in ;XKentucky. The young
lady is.very wealthy:.too, possessing in -her
own right no'less"dy;an one “hundred ‘con-
trabands.’ '

Sexues, the pivate of .the ¢Alabams,’
turns up-to:be of ‘Philadelphia oriyiv. -His

-mother.was a.native of:thit city, the daught-

er of -James *Peale. .who was the son of

-Charles-William:Peale, the -founder of the

celebrated Musewn. ‘Her sister married Dr.
Staughton, once famous as:a:Baptist preach-
er. -

WHeX we vise in kunowledge, as the
vrospect -widens,:the .objects of - our regard
become more o{)scumg “and :the -unlottered
peasant, whose viowa‘:me.pnli ‘directed to
the narrow sphere around :him, :beholds
nature with a finer rélish, and tastes her
blessings with keener appetito than the philo-
gopher, whose mind sitempts to gragp an
universal system.

JIIOME ITEMS.
Dr. J. A. Sewell has been elected Dean of
the Medical Faculty of Laval University.

Wesley Todd, merchant, Beampton, was
tried on Tuesday, at York Assizes, for forg-
ing the names of John Mathewson and John
Todd, to two promissory notes, and found
guilty, with a recommendu:ion to mercy.

Dr. Skeflington Connor, M.P.P. for South
Oxford, hus been appointed to the judgeship
of the Queen's Bench, left vacant by the
death of Mr. Justice Buins.

Wm. Smith O’ Brien has sent four pounds
for the relief of -the French sufferers, accom-
panied by aletter, in which he deeply regrets
that the British Government did not join the
Emperor in his mediation scheme.

The art of writing consisis in the art of
pleasing. .

Sir John Beverly Robinson, Bart., Presi--
dent of the Cowrt of Appeals and late Chief”
Justice of Upper Canada, died at his’ resi-
dence, Toronto, on Saturday morning, at
nine o'clock, at the age of 72. - This event,
though by no 1means unéxpected, caused,
deep und general regret.

J. H. Wright has on his eusel u puftfuit i
of De Haus, the well-known ¢ marine paint.
er.” It promises to be u lifelike and spirited
portrait of this artist. In counting our best
portrait-painters (and there are few of them)
we always reckon Wright, Ilis talentshave
carned for and placed liim in the first rank.

A fsensation book’ has heen written by
Michelet, the ¢ L’Amour’ man, It is called
¢ La Sorrowe.”  Victor Hugo calls it ¢ pro-
found and touching,’ aud George Sand says
it made ber sick, and kept her awuke tue
whole vight with herror and indigaation.

The Emperor of Moroeeo has just vrdered
trom a brewery in Vienna one thousand bot-
tles of Ale.

The Hou, 1. M. I'oley. Post Master Gen.
eral, was entertained at a lanch by his fiiends
in Berlin on the 27th ult.  The Hou, gentle-
mun stated, in the couvso of his speech, a
confident belief that the ministry would be
sustained by a majority from heth sections of’
the country. The chair was occupied by H.
S. Huber, Esq., Warden of the county,

D. and J. Sadlier & Co., have in press u
History of Ireland, from the earliest perod
to the present time, by the ILon. Thomns
D?’Arcy McGee. The work will be ready
about March, 1863,  The popularity of the
talented author will, no doubt, secure for it
a large circulation.

Reid Saunders, Son of George N, Sauders,
while attempting to escape with rebel des-
pstches was captured and sent to Fort La
Rayette. .

N —— e - o ——

Jexyy June, who gossips so charmingly
on ludies, dresses, tells us of something new
in bonnets, in these words:—* An -elegant
novelty in reception- hats is exhibited at
Madame Tilman’s estahlishment on Ninth
street near Broadway,  Ttis of white royal
velvet, ornamerted -with bluck lace and
single superb plume, or & halt’ wreath of rare
flowers, arranged in s novel manner. Very
beantiful head-dresses are made of velvet,
with a diadem front, and star wrought in the
centre with stecl, and white plumes darrenged
so asto curl gracefully over the left temple
and extend down below-the ear.’

THInTv-SEVENTH AXNUAL REPORT OF TIE
WesLEYAN Missioxany Socigry.—The So.

| eiety has the following Missions at presentin

the Canadas, Hudson’s” Bay and British Col-
nmbia: Domestic Missions, 127; Indian
Missions, 253 Frencli Missions, 5; German
Missions, 2; }_‘Iissionaries lo destitute settlers,
168 ; Missionaries to Indians, 24 ; Mission-
aries to “the lirench, 3; Missionaries to the
Germans, 2;. Indiair day schools, 213 Indus-
trial schools, 1; Printing establishment, ) ;
Teachers, 17 ; Interpreters, 1.4; Members on
domestic Missions, 15,790 ; Members on In-
dian Missious, 1,861; Members on French
Missious, 110; Members on German Mis-
sions,. 115. Total Missions, 150; total Mis-
sionaries, (besides those under Chairman)
197; total members, 17,876.

It appears that the operations of the past
two' years have been eminently suceessful,
although from the expansive nature of the
work, expenditure has been somewhat in ad.
vance of income.

Total Canadian Receipts - ". $43,751 L5

Grants from Parent Socicty - 1,866 60

§533,617 05
Total expenditure for 1861-2 .° 51,933 08

82,316 03



