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Parliament Stili Faces Large Program
Leadership andi Platform of iJnionist Party Net Definitely settieti Yei-New Pensioiis'Scake
Means Large Increase in Expeuditure-G overn ment May Finance Shipbuildlngr industry

(Special to The Voîw1ary, Tines.)
Ottawa, June 2-1, 1920.

BY thé time this appears in print the governmunt will
likeiy have held its caucus do settie thé fate of the

Unionist party as well as the leadership. If it lias already
béen heid the worst will hé known; if it is not yet qunioned
it cannot bé much longer delayed as the end of the session
is iii sight. When I last wrote 1 predicted that Sir Robert
Borden would retire. That eeéméd absolutély certain at
the time, but a lot of water, speaking pelitically, lias run
under the bridge during the past week. Whilé there lias been
no gênerai caucus yet on the subjet, there have hein miany
secret conclaves and much canvassing of the whole situation.

The net resuit seems to he that Sir Robert Bordén,
despite his own personal wisbés and the advice of bis phy-
sicians will iikely continue at the head of thé Unlonist
party. The trouble is that the cabinet cannot agrée on a
successor. Theré is no doubt that there are negotiatione on
foot for a "reapproacbment" with the French protectionists.
Liberal and Conservative. They are frightiuéd of thé free
trade platforms of the two Oppositions. But they will net
accept Hon. Arthur Meighén as leader. They say it would
be hopeless te atternpt te maké héadway in Quebe under
bis leadership at préscrnt, at least, owing to the long, per-
sistent and continuéd attaeks upon him n thé French-Cann-
dian press. To the habitant hé bas se long been paintéd as
a man witb borne, that it ie impossible te face the eleetors
witb him as a leader. This ie bard andi untair on M.igheu,
but politica is a cold-bloodéd garri. Sir Thomas White wms
a possibility and aceptable, and if lié would have bien will-
ing to také thé preml.rship, hée could appa.rely have it.
But Sir Thomnas is emphatic lu bie staténiénta that hleif
out ef politiés. Under thé 8fcmsaceSr Rebet is h.ing
urgéd te remain at the bond, and will prebably agrée. He
lias hein aetually récoverlug his strength sinc. his réturu
te Ottawa, althel2gh h. wiii hav, te conseve bie énergies.
Hoever, on several occasions hé bias delighted his followers

of crédit tina1cïing. Thé erm ntspooa.ridyu-
irarized, i, that the minister of finance mayN be autLhorizekd
by the gevernor-ini-ceuncil to endor-se promnissory no(téýs
drawni by the ucae in favor of the shipInlilder fo,- 50
per cent. of thé purichase, price in case;(s wvhve the, remlain-
ing half bats benerovidéd for-, this to pi to ves4sels of
more than threev thoouýand tons and thu e~I to be mort-
gaged te théeoenin for. the fl)l amount of the notés
ender:aed and to hé registérédl in Canlada without right of
transfér until thé mnortgagé ha, been cléared off, It is ini-
timiated iii Ottawa that if thi., législaIitioni ge through thére
are orders eneuigh ahead f romn foreign counitries, priflcipally
France, te kéép Canadiain yard', leus-y for. two years.

lluge CIlain Against Germany

CaLnada's tdalilï againut Gevrmany. fer réparation for
1oasés sustainied by the ceinitry anid bY indridaiÀ citizens
dUring thé wvar bias, beer forwvarded to England fer présen-
tatiotn at a1 conférence of representatives of ail parts of the
British Emipire, sonl te hé held in London. and, subsequelntiy,
at an intrAi coniferenice at Spja. The bill rendered hy
thé Dominion is for- a total of 1,S71,000,000. The total ha
miade up of thé follewsniig itemis: Cost of wvar suid demlobihiza-
tion, 1,715i,000.000; separation allowances, $S5,000,000; Hiali-
fax lossés, $:I0,000,000; armily of occupation, $8,000,000; illégal
warf;are, $31,500,0W0. The séparation allewances ahludéd to
are thlos( [Mid te fanlilieS Und déedn.Of porions who
served in thé military and naval forcés during, thé war. By
Halifax lusses iseévidently mieut thé daniages oçcasonéd lu
that eity by thé explosion of thé muinition sbip "Mont Blanc»"
iu 1917. Thé sumk claliéid under thé heud of ariny of occu-
pation is the cost of miaintalnlng Cnaidialn troons on thé
Rhine freutiér for a period after thé signlng of thé armistice
on Novémibér Ilt),, 19.18. Thé laist iten le aL Cdain for ceai-
peusatien for damiagés sustainedl by Canadiens as a resait
of thé resürt by Germany te illegal tnethodio of warfare. In-
rludéd in this itemi for Instainceý, weuld liklky hoe a sun' te
coe~r lsées of Canadlatin mrchauit and ftshing veséls uunlc
by Gérmian U-hoats durlng thé perlodi ef unréstrlcted sub-
mariné warfare.

Sénat. Approvis Hludson BaY Reouté

Aftér three years of investigation, a spécial comimittée
of the sénati biai ju8t réportid that thé rallway routé te
thé Hudson Bay la fissible, that valuable fialb snd marine
aninala ahe'jnd ln the bsy und itrait, sud that considération
should hé givéni thé niattér of niaklug Fort Churchill lustead
of Port Nelson thé térmnus of thé rond. Thé conuaittee,
whicb héld fiftén itinga, extéadlng over a long period,
aud hoardl twouty-eue witnéssés, maikés thé followlng Enud-
ing:-<1) That thé Hudson Bay route la feasible and wiii hé
prehably i timé profitable. (2) That undér présent condi-
tions thé gses of navigation would last at lasit four mionthi,
aud inay by liproveménts lu midi to navigation hé couuider-
abiy increased. (3) That iu thé opinion of thé cemmittée suf-
ficieut rare was net takin iu thé sélection of Port Nelson as
thé terminus et thé rallway, and that the govérumeut sbonld
net malcé furtbér important éxpénditures ou this port wlth-
eut flrst maklug s uew and tborougb examination luto thé
relative méerite et Fort Churchill sud Port Nelson as thé
terminus. (4) That thé waters on thé strait sud rivers
trlbutary te thé bay tééui wlth fibh sud valushb mariné
animaIs, and thé cemmlttei biliéves thé bay i equally wéli
stoclced. (5) That minés alréady diséevered lu thi Hudson
Bay district are ef sufficint nature and richneis te indicate
thé existence of gréat potential inéral wialth.
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