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TUE EASTER MANOEUVRES

A very useful programme of work
was carried out at Easter by the Vol-
unteers. The centres were Dover,
Guildford, Chathani, Canterbury, and
Winîchester. At the first-narned place
the North London Brigade of ýix bat-
talions tînder Colonel J. B. Sterling,
Coldstream Guards, 'vere provided
with quarters, and in addition Colonel
Hc-zier's smart corps, the 3rd Kent
(Woolwich Arsenal) Arillery wene
locatcd liere. Tlhe Surrey Brigade of
eiglîb hattalions, under Lord Belhaven,
laite R. F., went to Guildford, the
ilhrce erigincer corps forming a brigade
under Colonel iAthorpe, C. R. G.,
Hiome District, ivere accomniodated
witli quarters at Chatham,. 'ho also
was the Honourable Arbillery Corn-
pany tunden the EârI of 1)enbigh.
There ivas also locaîed in the Thames
D istrict theie st London Artiileny
týnder Color el W Hope, V. C., who
occuil)i(,d ite forts at Sheerness. 'l'lie
South I.ond n Volunteer Iîîfantry
Brigade urdcr Colonel Gascoigne,
Scoýs (uaids, and consisting of seven
batt.aUons, wcflt o Canterbury, while
at Winchiester was a portion of the
East L~ondon Brigade under Colonel
H. TFrotter, G.enadier Guards.

1)0VER.

At Dovcr, Maj.-Gen. Lord Williamn
Se> mou r, cc nîmanding the South-
E;stern Distiict, deterrnined that the
wc'rk donc by the Volunteers should
be of a prictical nature. Every ef-
fort is nmade to prevent the opera-
tions as in formuer years bcing inter-
fonred iidib> crowds of civilian spec-
tators ivith, however, only p)artial
,uccess. On Saturday soi-e tîseful
work was carried out by the North
London Brigade in tlhe Alkhain Valley
10 the wesî of 1)over, wvhich wvork
engiged thc attention of Col. Ster-
ling's mien Practically the whole of Uhc
cay, for they lefI Dover aI 9 inithie
nîorning and eturned about 4 in the
aftcrnoon. On Monday, howcever,
the tîsuial ficld day took place, in
wvhich thc thri e regtilar babtalions at
1h ver particiî)hed. lb vas assiiiiird

tla landing had been ecftctcd by an
enciniy at Kingsdown, a few mîiles to,
tlie South of D)eal. Tihis force.wlîich
was represeîited by the three rcgular
battalions indicated, took el a posi-
lion about a couple of miles 10 the
Porth of St. Margarct's, covcring the
road ho Kingsdo%ýn %with tlhe olbject iin
view of protecting thie landing of the
muain body of tlhe invaders aI King'-
down. ]b.ceiving information, of
IliPs occurrmunce the (;en raiI (>ii*ccr
comnîaîîitdii-.g at Dover ordered Col.
Sterling witlî bis brigade ho drive tlîe
invaders froinuhheir position, and if
p)ossib!e preveut the lauîding of rein-
forcemients. 'Ilie iiivaders wene
u'Ider thc conmmanid of Lieut-Col.
jenkins, ist Batti. \\'est riding Regi-
nient, and occu1 ied a nidgc exhending
froîîî a little in advance of Kingsdowa
to the l)eal-fovcr Road. Colontel
Jcîkinb' lefî baud rested on oxney
W\oodI, 'vlich lie occiîicd, but lus
%vas ('? l'ir, tlic position occu'pied

being, roughly speaking, about a îhou-1
sand yards from left to right. Patrols1
were pushed forvard on 10 the pla.
teau, upon which stands the small
town of St. Margareî's which was
clearly visible from the position oc-
cul)ied, and these patrols about half.

pti i came into contact ivith the
cyclist scouts sent fonvard from St.
Margaret's by Colonel Sterinig. 'l'le
latter rnarched from Dover in two
columns, one on the righit consisting of
four battalions under the orders of
Colonel \M7ard, C. B., London Irish
Rifles, and that on the left under
Colonel Vickerman, Paddington
Rifles consisted only of a couple of
battalions. At St. Nfargaret's Colonel
Sterling niade bis dispositions for the
attarck of the invader. Colonel Ward,
witi twvo battalions, ivas ordered to
attack the left of the defenders at
Oxney Wood, ivhile th-z left column
was to assail the rigit. of the defence.
Colonel \rickerman advanced. cover-
ed from viewv by a beit of timber ex-
tending close up to the right of the
losition occul)ied by the invaders,
ivhile Colonel WXard with his force, on
debouching from St. Margaret's, had
to at once to deploy into line, and had
the defenders possessed artillery wvould
have suffered severely before bis men
were in position 10, use iheir rifles with
effect. The advancc was conducted
over arable land under a long, range
fire of smiall-arrns frorn the invaders,
who behind their iniaginary entrench.
mients were fairly well concealed.
There ivas very littie firing on the
part of Colonel Ward's column during
thc advance which wvas led by the
Central London Ranges uintil about
6oo yards froni the defénders, when a
vehmient fire wvas opened. lun the
mneaniie, howveve r, Colonel N'icker-
inan's colun h ad cone idto contact
with the enerny, and the ]addington
Rilles, by means of the beit of timber
indicated were able to reach the foot
of the ridge on thie right flank of the
defenders. The attack in tbis direc-
tion wvas delivered in too great a ra-
pidity, for in less than haîf an lîour
from the tinie tic first shot wvas fired
a fcw conîpanies of the Paddington
Rilks lîad advanced to within alinost
a couple of huiîdrcd yards of Uhe creýt
of the ridge upon which the encmy
wvas entrenchied. The position of
atTairs ivas sinîply ridiculouý, and cal-
culated 10 afford a niost erroneous
idea of an action. Consequently,
seeing that as a tactical exercise the
afiair was likely to be completely
5l)oilt, ordered a temporary cessation
of hostilities, during which the detach-
meuit of the attacking force above
indicated rctired further down the
slope. WheIin, aftcr an interval, the
fight recomnnenced, it was seen Iliat
Colonel Sterling appeared to bc nîak-
ing a determined attack with %Vard's
column on the left of the defence and
a coulple of battalions whichi we had
kept in reserve under his own Mime-
diate command were being pushicd
forward inî this direction the objcct
cvideuzUy being to throw the dcfenders
off the roa<1 Ieading to Kingsdown,
and separate tlîem from their base.
Before this object could be attained,

however, Col. Jenkins, yielding to the
pressure of the column under Col.
Vickerman drew in his right abandon-
ing bis entrenchments on the lank
but stili clinging 10 those in the centre
and also to the wood of bis lefc. Vick-
erman's colunin, however, pressed for-
ward quickly and when shorbly before
one o'clock the cease fire sounded the
portion of affairs was thus : The de-
fender has been cGinpelled to refuse
his riglit wing and was being gradually
enveloî)ed on the left, s0 that is was
ini imminent danger of being cut off
from hik base. Considerations which
influence commanders in actual var-
fare have in mimic combats bo give
place to others, and therefore to cnit-
icise the ladties of Col. Sterling would
be to do that officer an injustice. Had
the action been real he would scarce-
ly have made an attack on botlî flaîîks
of lus opponent sinîultaneously, espe-
cially wlîcn it cornes to be recollected
that the latter cccupied an entrenched
position ; was not greatly infeior to
him in sîrength, and miglît accordîng
to thie genieral idea be at any inue
reinforccd, wvhich would l)robablY
enable lîîn to take the offensive. As
ai tactical exercise, tlierefore, tlîe
action wvas faulty, and it required little
knowledge of the art of war to perceive
that miany things were donc which
would scarcely have happtined liad
the action been other than a shani.
]n ah iîiimic comîbats the prcvailing
fault is to push troops too ral)idly
into action. 'l'lie exigencies of the
situation denîand the work shall- be
done ini an hour ivhich in real warfar-e
would require Uic greater part of a day
10 accomnplish, but Uic danger is that
totally false notions ate irnbîbed by
those whlo participate ln the work.
T1he attackcrs atbenîpted a task which
they could neyer have hoped 10 have
accomlihshed, and the unrealistic as-
p)ect of affairs spoîlt ivhat would olAier-
wise have beeti a useful tactical ex-
e mc ise.

(FRoNi ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT.)

The forces engaged at Doyen, com-
prised six Volunteen battalions from
London uinder Col. Sterling, narnely :
The l"inisbuiy Rifles, the Victorias
and St. G;eorge's, the London Irish,
the iSth Middlesex, the Cen:ral Lon-
don Rangers and the Bloomsbury

Rilles, wvith one miachine gun bclong-ing 10 the Rangers; and 750 men
fiînnished fronultie l)over Garnison
and one mîachinie gun under Brevet-
Lieut.-Col Jenkins of thie West Rid-
îng 1\Regini,ýîît. Major-General Lord
\Villiain Seymnour, comnîanding flic
Sotith E.îsterni Division, wvas Utii-drc-
in-Chief, and bis staff actcd as unipines.
'ie Volunteer force nunîbercd roughly

about 2,000 CIeL.
General Idca.-<0On MNonday morn-

ing, the 26th of March, information is
received in Dover that the coast-guard
at Kingsdown observt-d on Suindiy
evcning that the enemy's boats wcre
taking soundings, and evident pre-
parallons were being made for landing
at Kingsdown. The Dover Fit-id
Fon-ce is ordered t0 rendevous at St.
Marganet's, wheîî it learuis that a luos-


