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How to Shoot WeIll

[Li:eut. J. M. Paftello, Chamioj Shot lu. S. Army.]

In these piping times of peace when there is little else for the
soldier to do, the principal duty of our small army of regulars is to acquire
the science of shooting and* marksmanship. Sbooting to bit is the ob-
jective point of military art. Ail other drills and studies. are for the
purpose of placing the soldiers in a position to do this effectively. As a
preiiminary to target firing, he must know how to aim, and he cannot
aim corrtctly -unless hie can see straight. The most common defect in
the recruit is inability to see straight. Bad aiming, bad holding of the.
piece, constrained position of the body, canting the piece-that'is, inclin-
ing the reai- sigbt to the right or left-and fear of recoil,- ail, these. defects
mastered, the recruit is bound to be a good shot in spite of himself, and
possibly a fine marksman. Color blindness is atiother important draw-
back, and one niuch more common in the average niortal than most.
people imagine.. Practising at vision tests soon overcomes any tenden-
cy to crooked sighting; holding the piece properly and, with ease cancels
bad aiming, unsteadiness of body, constrained position, etc., and a pro-
per grip hold as well as butt position against the shoulder, will render the
heaviest recoil of no moment. There is a system of preiiminary drills
adopted in the United States army which it would be well for the mlitia
of the several States to pattern after.

We get raw, green, verdant material, genuine numbskulls, who
really do flot know which is the dangerous end of a gun, and out of this
stuf it is a fact that fine, accurate marksmen are developed, and even
the finest grade of ail, sharpshooters.

The difference between our regular army and the State militia is.
that the former makes ail duty, work, 4nd labor subserve the end of tar-
get practice. With the regulars lhe most important of ail drills and
exercise is to perfect the soldier into a shooting machine, while on the
other hand the time of the militia is occupied in fancy drills, parades,
reviews, and other show work. The United States bas to-day an army of
marksmen. The officers thoroughly understand their business, and the
soldiers take great pride in becoming fine shots.

The service rifle is a good gun, provided with excellent, durable
sigbts, and the mechanism is so simple and easily understood, that it is
equal in every respect and superior in some to the best repeating rifle yet
invented. Our goverfnment is right in not adopting a magazine gun
untîl it finds one that isbetrhate Spiingfield service' rifleý ndw trn
use. This arm bas a notch near the muzzle on the bayonet stub that
answers for a front sight, and a buck horn or a V sbaped crotch near
the breach for a rear sight. The latter is mounted on a movable leaf
that can be used in threc positions at once. Lying fiat along the barrel
the piece is then ready for a blank range, or any distance within two bun-
dred yards. Raise the leaf qui*:ky and accordiug to the position of the
buck horn, which combines a peep sight an.d an open sight, two other
distances are at command. Now look through the notch at the extremne
top, and the rifle is ready for long range work. This leaf has a movable
screw by which the sight can be set either to the right or to the ieft, to
overcoîne drift in the twist of the barrel and cross winds, and also a slide
to raise or lower the elevation.

Aliowing that ail minor difficulties have been mastered, and that the
recruit sees straight, hoids correctly, and bas a good position, does not
cant the piece, and does flot fear the recoil, why is it then that when'he
fires - each shiot wth the sanie elevation and under the saine conditions
-his bullets scatter and a bad score is made ?

The answer is very simple, and next to pulling off; the defect is the
most common of ail and the most easily remcdied. I once stood beside
a mlitiaman who was shooting at 500 yards, conditions perfect, ammu-
nition without fault, his nerves stcady, and his piece carefuily handled,
and yet in spite of ail he could do bis bullets ouid ly first up then
down, and flot infrequently fromn the target altogether. He could flot
understand the cause, and was mnuch provoked at hirnseif; yet the
reason was plainly apparent to nie, and a few words of caution served to
overcomne the difficulty, and enabled bum to finish his score with fair
resuits. The whole fault lay in drawing an imperfect bead each tume.

T'he front sigbt may be so arranged to the eye that it falis. into the
buck horne at the rear, either as a large, mediumi, or small bead, and it
is this littie drawback that causes nine-tenths of the misses at long
range. If, for instance, the marksman is shooting at 6oo yards, and the
gun is so sighted' (ail other conditions being favorable) that the medium
bead will place the lead on Jhe bui's-eye; if he should now by accident
or otherwise, substitute a coarser or finer bead the chances are that the
bullet would fly clear over the target, or faîl short of the sanie. It is this
fault that causes such irregular grouping by amateur marksmen. Which
one of ail who try is absolutely Sure that he draws twice in succession the
same size of bead ? Very few, if any, can trutbfully assert they are per-
fect in this respect. Then it is flot the gun that does such poor shoot-
ing, but rather the man behind the gun. A littie careful practice ivili

overcome defective holding, -fear of recoil and canting;- but -it-' requires.
long, faithfuli stèady and watchful work, the utmost care and attention to
aim truly and successively the same way.. My own company attained a
percentage iast- yeara.t flxed distances of more than 90.per cent. This.
excellent sbowing was mainly due from a system of preliminary practice
followed indoors during the cold months, so chat when the timne came
for open range work, the men were ready to begin scoring at once without
the usual waste of ammunition. This is the schemne, and it would do the
militia a vast amount of good, besides saving them lots of ammnunition
money, if they first adopt this course for the preliminary training of their
raw material, before commencing range sbooting out of doors. A sheet
of white blotting paper, ýay two or two 4nd a haîf feet square, is piaced
against a wall, and tbirty or forty feet distant a musket is steadîed on a,
sand bag rest, or in a tripod, so that it can be arranged in a sighting
position to suit the observer.

(To be aninad.)

Special Announcement.

We have made arrangements with Dr. B. J. Kendall Co., publishers of "lA
Trèatise on the Horse and bis Diseases," which will enable ail our subscribers to
obtain a copy of that valuable workfree by sending their address (enclosing a two-cent
stamp for mailing samne) to DR. B. J. KENDALL CO., EN 9BUGH ALSVT

This book is now recognized as standard authority upon ail di seases of the horse, as
its phenomenal sale attests, over four million copies having been sold i the past ten,
years, a sale neyer before reached by any publication in the same period of time. We
feel confident that our patrons will appreciate the work, and be glad to avail them-
selves of this opportunity of obtaining a valuable book. It is necessary that you
mention this paper in sending for the "Treatise. " This offer wiIl remain open for
only a short trne.
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The goods suMpplied y this firim cannnot be excelled for quality of material and workmanshi p.
The clohfr nfousi iported, the best qualitiesalione b>eing used, and all unifornis arc made ta
the minutest detail in conforniiîy with the latest regulauionpatterns.

Only skilled hands amrecmployed ini making up the goods, and the frm guarantce satisfaction.
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