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' THE TRUE WITNESS A

ND OATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

A POWERFUL SERMON.

REV.

C. W. MORRILL DEFENDS
CATHOLICITY,

On the Ooccasion ot the Dedication of
the New Roman Catholic Church,
At Ware— A Grand Eflort
Worthy of Careful Study.

The Springfield Daily Republic gives
the following report of the magnificent
sermon preached by Rev. C. W, Morrill,
of New London, Ct.,, on the ooccasion of
the dedication of the new church at
Ware. It is with a two-fold pleasure
that we reproduce this fine piece of elo-
quence; fretly, it is a grand defence of
our religicn; and secondly, it is frym one
whese name is well known in Mon‘real
and whose numerous friends will be over-
joyed to read bis sermon.

Rev. Mr Morrill tovk as his text, Jobn
xx: 21,22, “Then said Jesns to them
again, Peace be unto you ; as my Father
has sent me, even 80 I send you. And
when he had said this, he breathed on
them and saith unto them, Receive ye
the Holy Ghoat.” He spoke as follows:
Life at the bottom may appear an inex-
plicable riddle. Tts sad complications
may sorely puzzle us. At times it
might setm that we are walking in
the dark and that we have no
reaspn for living. Whence we came
and whither we go may seem a
mystery to us, and to shun pain, and
daintily sip life’s pleasures maylseem the
triue philosopby. But when the human
soul has any religious principle, things
alter, There comes a solution for life,
When man lives by faith the mysteries
olear up. The majority of buman beings
are dominated by the religious principle
and are acgressive believers in the super:
natural. We Americans sre firmly con-
virced of the existence of God, and we
maintain the Christian conception of the
Deity. but at the same time we all subtly
feel the existenceof our free will, and are

indeperdent and proclaim our liberty.

The Roman Catholic Church and the
Roman pootiff are feared and dreaded,
and the hearts of many men quake at the
direful troubles they ars expected to visit
upon a free people. And whv this oppo-
sition to authority., why this denuncia
tion and dread and fear? N ¢ that men
deny its exis.ence, but that they sre ig:
norant »f ite elaima and porpoa-s, They
gimply deny its right to s xist. 1o many
anth rity meavs tyranme.d, brotal foree.
The fr sh lile and th- new blaod ard the
new learning honnding and leaping in
the rentissance perind flwhed & lock of
genrn at anv voice that tried to moderate
ita ardor and repulate ita triumn-r and
progres~ towar? onr present civilizati.n.
With the disravery of printing and the
reviva: of lenrning, comnes the B rre,
wild nnreasnning ha red s~ character n-
tic . f youth sg.ingt the past, and those
principlen and motives that had fash-
ioned and monlded it, How mach of
besuty and strepgth and valae living
scholars are now diacovering in the middle
ages! and how frankly and cheerfully do
they acknowledge that those very ele
ments 80 strongly unpopular in our day
wera the basis and foundation of that
admirable age and civilization. What
we all need is to rid ourselves of certain
distorted and erronenus ideas that have
resulted from the 16th and the 18th cen
tury revolutions. That we may come
back, then, in obedience to his recogniz-d
need, Jet us away with the gross, ma-
terialistic, and wholly unchristian con-
ception of what aathority is. The word
“divine” explains the whole questicn.

Not only authority in the church, but
in every other domain. Life has as its
source, has a8 its crown and prestige and
empire, & quality, 2 temper, power and
character not buman, something not of
msan, an essenﬁ:e divipe. Tt}':l?re ianéJ
. power, no authorit cept from God.
II)t. is not as & maAn fga‘{ the German Em-

peror or the President of the United
States exercises political authority, that
the magistrate e¢xecutes judicial au-
thority, the Pope or the bishop his re-
ligious authrity or the fataer and head
of the family domestic authority.

The sauthority manifested by thsese
men in their respective spheres is of

divine investiture. Authority comes
from creation. To be an author it is
Decessary to be a creator, and whoever is
en author is an authority, and there is
3o suthority save by an author, But to

creaturss. the works of hia hands. G-d
communicates his autherity in the same
measurg that He communicates the
power tn create . Behold that man raised
up by Providence, a8 we eay, to create
and restore in the breast of a great
nation social order and public peacs.
And the crder he restores does he not
conserve and maintain by virtue of his
authority as creator and aunthor in the
same way and manner a8 God maintains
the universe and the works that slipped
into being froma the fiat of his will?
Again, my brethren, behold a man
in another gemse and in a sense
more divine stili, an author and
creator., We ocall the man a father,
and be is an authority in the family,
and the woman associated with him in
this great work of creation and author-
ship shares his royalty and partakes of
his suthority. There is another step yet,
and as you will perceive, & higher, whers
man becomes author and creator and
consequently authority. The priest, the
bishop, the supreme pontiff; that man
that stands between God and humanity,
a simple human means and instrument
by which and throngh which God creates
the supsroatural life in our souls. We

could go further yet. We could speak

of literature, that vast reservoir of hu-

man thought and human living. As you

come in contact with the great names,

see the great lights in the literary firma-

ment shine out, and if you are interested

in & particular subject, a certain group

of names instantly suggest themselves to

you a8 an authority. They have created

these precious masterpieces and their

very authorship makes them recognized

authority in their line.

Have we not enough? Why, it must
now be quite plain and clear what we
mean who believe not only that aun-
thority exists, but that it must and has
the begt of ressons for existing. But
perhaps some one replies: We fear God
All that Is buman and natural retels
agairst the divine and supernatural,
The great pagan instinct to snugly nestle
dowa into nature, to be pleased and
satisfied with the material splendors
around us now, familiar and real as they
are to us, is far preferable to coming into
lawfuf contact with Ged, even though he
shaduow himself under buman form. We
prefer the tangible to the mysterijus.
It mnat be granted, my brethren, that

this feeling exists to-day, as it has al-

ways existed in the breast of man.

And I'hink we oan explain this singular
fact by admitting that men dread suthor-
ity, ves, hate it and are jealous of it, be

cnuse of the fear that it mensces, that it
rivals and is the arch-enemy of liberty.

I declare b ldly, therefore, that 1t is sa-
tanic to 84y that thers s eesential opp-

gition and antazonism between authori y
and liberty. No, liberty is the danght.r
and authority is the mother. We are
not free thinkers, but we think freely.
Can the king who maintsins order in
sncietv he at war with the libertv of the
citiz:n? Can th- father whoge du'y it i~
to use »uthurity ove r his ¢hild he at war
with the enil ’s rieht lLiberty ? Is unt
he true liberty of the c¢hild theswie:
1 berty to obey the father’s comma:d~?
Whnere there i« law, there is the hb-rty
to follow the law ; where the-e ig author

ity, there is the liberty, also God-creatsd.
to obey.

Brethren, if what has beensaid is true :
if the easence of anthority is a participa

tion of the creative power of God, it is
very easy for us $0 understand why this
emotion, that is to say, this sympatby or
antipathy, this attraction or repulsion, is
never greater than when it concerus the
upparalleled authority that we oall the
Catholio, Apostolic and Roman Church.
The Church actually poses herself bafore
human:ty as the highest power that cre-
ates with God, and as the most complete
expression of divine things.

You have here the secret of theincom-
prehensible emotion that ahs has alwgys
excited for eo many Christian centuries,
of the noise that for 2000 years has been
made over her, that she is the ship plow-
ing through the storm-tossed waves of
timé, carrying God himself to humanity.
Why do the heathen rage? Why have
the schismatics, th-"heretics and sectari-
ans for all time declaimed againat her?
Because she is the kingdom of truth and
the robe of Christ. Becauseshe has reit-
erated : “ITam the divine authority—I
am God in humanity.” The histury of
Europe is the history of the church and
this claim explains all the great epochs
of that hisiory. An institution without
sword to protect and without soldier to
defend, yet invincible against the attacks
of every terreatrial movement, hecause

she is the incomparable representative of
God upon earth. Yes, we may even say
that it is & s'rong proof of her divinity
that she has slways had .the power of
creating enemies.

And what is the Catholic church, my
brother, with her authority over us all?
When we name the church do we speak
of a socinl club, of & society for ethical
culture, of an institution intended to pro-
pagate religious truths and knowledge of
spiritual things ? No : we Catholice con-
ceive of the church as sometbing far dif-
ferent. There is more dignity, more im-
portance and more ternbleness, shall 1
8ay, in our definition of it than this. We
teach that the church is nothing less
than the permanent incarnation of the
Son of God. -

The church was instituted by Jesus in
the first place to apply the fruits of re-
demption to humanity in establishing a
society of souls and in satis{ying also the
imperative need we all have for peace,
for union, for association and for teach-
ing each soul in particular, with uu-
doubted authority, the truth, the way
and the life. The church is necessary
under a double title as a scciety and as
&n aathority.

Such is the church according to scrip-
ture and according to tradition and snch
ought it to be according to reason. Then
finally about the word weso often hear,
that outside the church is no salvation.
Must & man be & Catholic, belong to the
Catbolic church in order to ba saved ? It
is & certain principle that our faith con-
fesses, proclaims and repeats with estab-
lished conviction, for its foundations are
on the word of God, and human reason it-
self recognizes how true, just and proper
it is, that outside the church there is no
salvation,

The RBible tells e that Christ wishes
the salvation of all men, and secondly
that He wishes it by the way of and
through the church. “The Son of man
came to eave that which had perished.”
“Before God ocur savior who wishes all
men to be saved and come to the know-
ledge of the truth.”

And behold the conditions : Obedience
to his will; and his will—that there
should be but one God, one faith and one

baptiem. Outside the true worship
of the trae God, away from
the one faith, without the one

baptism, there can be no salvation. You

cannot restrain and limit Cbrist. You

have to choose between two aides,—to re-

nounce Jesus Christ, the church and

galyation, or accept the offers of Jesus
made you in his church for redemption.

If one is able to be saved outside the
echurch, the cross is but folly, the

apostle’s creed but & page to be torn up,

the decalog only a law to be abolished,

the sacraments but mere aigns without

virtne or efficicy, and the prayers that

we addrrsa to God feeble cries to which

he ia inrensible, Onbce it is felt that the

mon poly is lost, tbat the privilege of

aaving sonls is mot the churca’s, that

hers is no fnrther need o! expectiog
rertainty aud trith in this world, we go
hick 4o tue speculations of the heathen

ih-re 1a no way of life traced ont for us
and no happiness bere or hereafter to be
con quered.

Buar what is it to be outside the ¢burch
and by eonsequrnce excluded from salva-
tion ? Nothing is more uncertain or mire
myg'erions, ** Many,” says 3t. Augustine,
“appesr to be withous the chuich and
are within; many appear to be within
and are without.” There are then in
the church visible and exterior souls
who are not of her ;ywhile there are seem-
ingly without the church souls that are
of her. It is impossible for us to sey
who is elected or who reprobated in the
church visible and invisible, What is
plain and clear to the logical mind is
tbis, that the church is the divine institn-
tion of Christ ; that it is Christ himselt
working in the world for the world’s re-
demption from every form of evil; that
it is the one great force and power and
authority that has been able to stand un-
broken before the storms and changes of
these many Christian centuries, and that
consequently it is the duty of every man,
recognizing this fact, to place himself in
communion with her, no matter at what
coat and with how great sacrifice, and to
have for bis portion the inestimable gift
of one Lord, one faith and one baptism.

“SATISFACTORY RESULTS,”

So says Dr. Curlett, an old and honored
practictioner in Belleville, Ontario, who
writes : “ For Wasting Diseases and
Sctofula I have used Scott’s Emulsion
with the mogt gatisfactory yesults)? ...

Anaemic Wormen

with pale or sallow complexions,
or suffering from skin eruptions
or scrofulous blood,will find quick
relief in Scott’s Emulsion. All
of the stages of Emaciation, and a
general decline of health, are
speedily cured.

Scott’'s

takes away the pale, haggard look
that comes with General Debility.
It enriches the blood, stimulates
the appetite, creates healthy flesh
and brings back strength and

vitality. ForCoughs,Colds,Sore Threat] -
Bronchitis, Weak Lungs, Consumption
and Wasting Diseases of Children.

Send for our pamphict. Mailed FREE.

Scott & Bowne, Belleville. All Druggists. 60c. & §L

Have Your

SLATE, METAL OR GRAVEL

ROOFING,
ASPHALT FLOORING, ETC.,

DONE BY

GEO. W. REED,
783 & 785 Craig Street,

Rgex SUDDEN
N CHILS&
VY COLDS,
gs
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TEASPOONFUL OF

TTOPERRY DAVIS'
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STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

FOR SALE CHEAP.

Four of the large, rich Btalned Glass
Windows in St. Patrick’s Church, Mont-
real, which do not harmonize with the
others, are for sale cheap. The patternis
such Lhat they could be easlly divided into
elght windows, each of about twenty feet in
height and about five feet in width., May
l;s had after & month’s notice. Apply 1o

J. QUINLIVAN. Pastor.

CHURGH PEWS FOR SALE

The Pewsof Bt. Patrick’s, Montreal, which
have been removed from the Church, may
be bought very cheap.%There are three
hundred of them, made of the best oclear
pine, with neatly paneled ends and doors.
The book rests and top bead are of biack
walnut; each pew 18 81x feet long by thirty-
elght inches wide. Apply to

J. QUINLIVAN, Pastor.

BRODIE & HARVIE’S

Self-Raising Flour

IS THE BEST and the ONLY GENUINE
article. Hoasekeepers should ask for it and
see that they get it. All others are imitatfons,

WM. GAMBLE,

Fine Custom Boot and Shoe Maker

Hand-Sewn $4, $4 50, $5, to Order.
Repalring Neatly and Cheaply Done

748 Dorchester Street,
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