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SATURDAY, 18TH APRIL, 1885,

®rvre v at Oftaowa,

Return to Winter—Peculiarities of C.P.H.—Muggins
Diary—Fabre's Geoyraphy—Scott Act Tinkcer-
ing— Reciprocity Rubbish.

Saturday, April 11th, —I returned on Tues-
day evening from my Easter holidays in To-
rooto by the C.P.R. Don't know what’s the
matter with-that road—T had a headache from
the moment I ﬁot on board at 8.25 am.~
must be something unwholesome aboat: the
parlor car. Several members tried to tone me
up with some temperance cordial they had in
their grip sacks—only made me slightly giddy.
Made good time though—went so fast that
telegraph poles seemed to go by in pairs—not
more than a rod or so apart ! Found different
climate here, about four feet of enow on the
level, and five on the sidewalks. ‘There’s al-
ways good sleighing on Ottawa sidewalks when
the middle of the street’s bare. 1t's anadmir-
able system—no labor wasted in shovelling
snow during the winter—uoational sports pro-
Jonged into balmy spring! This economy of
Iabor and prolongation of fun accounts for the
wealth and cheerfulness of Ottawa people.

Huggins ia at work agaia to-day—Charlton's
Sunday Observance speech I think itis thistime.
His constituents will have plenty of kindling
for a year if they keep all he gends them.
Muggins is therefore laid under eontribution.

Tuesday, 7th.—~Rather dreary day—mem-
bers that stayed over here all sulky—those
that went home all seedy from travelling.
Finished up Ways and Means. Paterson, of
Brant, bothered poor Bowell about cab hivo—
only $4.00 dowu in departmental accounts—
gave Bowell lots of tafly about economy—
begged him to own up a little more.—just to
spare feelings of Ministers who had spent so
wmuch! Bowell uncoinfortable, but took the
taffy—then Paterson showed large cab bill for
Bowell somewhere else in acconnts—pretended
he’d just found it—mean trick—how could
Boweil know he'd been looking all through
blue book for his cab hire?

‘Wednesday, Sth.—Bergeron wanted to give
Fabre more pay as sgent at Paris—said F. was
patriotic to take fOb for only $4,000 a year.
Casey up as usual—said Fabre was a turncoat
becaunse Mackenzie wouldn’t make him agent
—quoted from Fabre's paper at Paris that snow
was eight to ten feet deep hero in winter—
that we had a Province af St. Paul in North.
Weset—that British Columbia included all
North America outside of U. 8.—lots of such
rot—said no wonder he’d sent out only one
immigrant. Cbapleau after Casey of course—
said he didn’t understand French. Cisgrain
said he did. Wretched jargon anyway.
Wonder if it pays to keep Iabre in French-
man’s paradise after all ! - All night over that
confounded Scott Act agaio—everyone off his
base when that comes up. Jamieson carried
his point to have Amendment Bill considered
—~then arush to amend amendments. Ives
wanied absolute majority clanse—got badly
left. Hickey thought doctors should be al-
lowed to keep grog for their patients—no go—
druggists ave to have monopoly. Funny voting
all through—no one likes Act much but all
afraid to go against it.

Thuraday, 9th.—Blake questioning again
about N. W. Nonews is good news. kati-
mates on hand—beastly row about salaries to
civil service cxaminers, etc., — only some
$6,000 after all—wasted hourz on it. Chapleau
and Grits all mixed up—didu't know what
each other weroe driving at,

Friday, 10th.—Davies bothering about re-
ciprocity and fishery treatics.” Those Maritimes
are never pleased. Washington treaty didn’t
suit ’em—now its expiring, and they howl
again | What do wo want with reciprocity ?

by, it would let all our fish and grain and
lumber go out of the country—no N.P, in that
i —ought to keep everything within ourselves.

Where would our woollen mills be if our weol
was allowed to escape? Where would Blue-
noses bo if we conld get Yankeo coal cheéap?
Whero would— well, I don’t know, but I be-
lieve like Pope, ‘‘there ain't nuthin’ to it!"
Nasty subject though—most people fools
enough to want it—went out for asmoke while
they took vote. Then had estimates again—
Grits badgered Pope till 32, m.=Pope stronger
than cver on * know-nothing” tactics—Sir
John Casgrain, Sproule, Hickey and others ex-
plained things for him—good plan—no respon-
sibility for wkat they say—no bother getting
up any facts. Had some India-rubber oysters

and sour beer at 2.30 a.m.—think I'll go home |

and have colic there !

SerixG, GENTLE SPRING.—Mama, come and
get me gome of those nice Boots we saw at
West’s, on Yonge Street.
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THINGS ONE WOULD RATHER HAVE
LEFT UNSAID.

(Scene—.Soiree musicale at Mrs. Gushington’s.)

Mrs. Qushington (to distinguished amateur,
who has just sung).—O0, thanks, ever so much,
my dear, dear Mr, Dyaway.

Dis. Am,—I fear I scarcely deserve your
thanks, Mrs. Gushington, My voice is not at
all good this evening.

Alrs. Gushington (cffusively).—I bope Il
never hear worse |

PeorLE are too rcady to declare that the
Conservative Chieftain is a man who never fails
to avail himself of opportunities. Now, I am

repared to contend that this is not the case,
{y any means. SirJohn has, to my certain
knowledge, missed many and many a great
chance. The precise number is a secret be-
tween the two of us. But there is ome in-
stance which I propose to take this means of
pointing out to my friend the Premier. Ata
Scott Act meeting in Guelph the other day I
notice that ** Mr. Burgess said that the present
wave of temperance action was the natural re-
sult of the sced sown in past years by the
Good Tewplars, Sons of 'Temperauce, Blue
Ribbon, and other temperance-societics.” Here
then is my point. Recalling that historical
ﬁlass of water waved aloft by Sir John at the

i banquet, I say, suppose that when they
asked him at Yorkville, <‘Whatabout the Crooks
Act,” Sir John had simply waved a glass of
water aloft, referenees by the speakers above
quoted to the temperance societies would not
have been made, for ‘‘John A.’s glass of
water I’ would have been all that was required.

The big banquet was altogether too late t

1 to handcuff the lunatics.

IMMEDIATE REDRESS DEMANDED.

ToroxTo, April 9, 1885,

Mr. Grir,—I leave it to your judgment
whether you think it right that when a fellow
gets into a scrape, such as being caught in_the
act of disposing of a few articles of jewellery
which he had found lying about loose in some
house after midnight ; or being found faunlt with
for accidentally writing another name than his
own to a cheque; or slitting a weasand; or
any other frolicsome peccadillo which he may
happen to getinto ; I leave it to you, I say, as
an impartial judge, to say whether, in addi-
tion to being deprived of liberty for any of
the ahove go-called offences, we ought also to
be debarred from all the little luxuries of life
to which we have been-accustomed. In the
interests of morality and of the public at
large, who either have friends in the Central
Prison, or who may in the future spend
some time in that mismonaged retreat, I sub-
mit the following programme as the square
thing in the way of treatment of prisoncrs in
that institution, of which I myself am a six
months’ graduate.

1. No prisoner should be allowed to work
unless he volunteera to do so. Just fancy ! I,
who neverin my life bofore was subjeeted to
such an indignity, was actually compelled to
work with a pick and shovel, just as if I had
been an ordinary day laborer or one of these
hum-drum beings called honest workmen,
This is an outrage calling for immediate redress
—and for which the warden should be called to
sharp account.

2. Society rules ought to be observed —I had
actually to associate with and wash dishes for
men who spat in their plates! TPrisoners ac-
customed to refinement shrink from such so-
ciety, it is degrading and demoralizing, and the
warden is & brute wot to consider the Teelings
of a gentcolly brought up prisoner.

3. Prisoners are expected to help the guards
Now, prisoners aro
not therc for that purpose—let this be dis-
tinetly understood.

4. When a man refuses to work he is kept
on bread and water and no bed. The author-
ity for this barbarity is, I am told by the chap-
lain, derived from an old obsolete book called
the Bible—which says “If a man will not worl,
neither shall he eat ”—such maxims are un-
worthy of an enlightened age, no matter how
much they may be valued by the warden of the
Central Prison.

5. No Scotchman should be allowed in any
office of this institution. I hate the Scotch—
the clerk of the Central Prison is Scotch—and
ho dines with the barber and the guards—an
honor which was not once extended to me. If
this is not gall I would like to know what the
words cheek and gall mean. The Scotch are
a hateful set, they are always on their goed
behavior—and of courge on that account are
Breferred to Americans or other nationalities.
Shouldn’t wonder if the warden himself in-
vited them to dinner some day.

6. Prisoners should be supplied with full
complement of tobacco, cigars and J)ipes. with
full liberty to smoke whenever and wherever
they dara choose. And in this thore should
bo no favor shown such as I have seen while
there. Tobacco I consider one of the neces.
sities of life—espesially when a man isin re-
tirement. Then when the taxpayers arc pay-
ing for other things they may as well foot the
to%a.cco bill at the same time. And yet tbis
cruel and barbarous warden remorselessly dis-
charged a foreman for smuggling in tobacco to
the prisoners. That’s all I want to know
about him.

7. Tho placo ought to be thoroughly heated
and no expense should be spared in the way of
gas. I would suggest that a few gasaliers with
crystal prisms, such as are in some of the
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