
3*6 AnCcdotes of
pre<s Annc, that lie woIuld not karn the
RutfTian, becaufe hecould not bear ta read-
before lier Majefly al the reporti and me-
morials %vhiclh were daily tranfnitted to
him. -

Biron was undoubtedly a ma.i of very
great capacity ; during his wlc admîini.
inration, the externiàl (plendoùr of the

Ruflian empire, and its internaltranqui-
lity, announced tie .wifdon of hi, ica.
fures ; and he fhewed his judgment in
employing fuch a flatcfman as Olerman,
and fuch a gencral as Munich.

He was a fincere.friend and an impla-
cable enenry ; and it was juilly raid if
him, that lie (eldom forgot a benefit, and
a]ways remembered an inj>iry. ,

He amaTcd 'an enormous fortune in mo-
ney and jewels ; and .on public occaCions
his magnificence fur exceedcd the magni-
ficence of the-Enprets.

He had ro long direaed the affairs of a
great Empire, that he could not rook re-
tiring into Courland. 'lic accordingly pre-
vailed upon the Emprefs,on lier death -bed,
to appoint her great nephew, Prince Ivan,
her fucceffor, and hinielIf regent, until ti
'rince had attained the age of feventeen

and. he managed tibs whole tra.nf:ition
vith Fo much art, that le.fccned only to

accept the regency at the earneil.requeft
and reconmmendation of -Marhal Muricit,
the Chancellor Ofterman, and the pricipal
R-uian nobility, as it were. for the good of
the empire, and' not to fatisfy his ow.ii am -
bition.

Having thus fecured the regency, to the
exclifion. of Anne, t!ie mother of the
young.Emperor, the fiti aa of his power
in that capacity, was to obtain for i.m{trf
a clear revenue of Soo,cco 0 roubles per
annum, and the title of Imperial Highnefs.

But. rhe power whiclh he had thus ac-
quired by intrigue, lie attempted- ta fecure
by repéated aas of arrogance, perfecution,
and cruelty, Pique.ts vere placed in the
fireets to prevent commotiôns. The nu-
merotfs fpies which he entertained brougit
him vague accounts of contenptuous ex.
prefTions, and ill formed plots. Sùuh
numbers vere arreffed, that fcarcely a day
paffed in which :perfons Cufpe&ed were not
impr.ifoned and torturcd in order to force
confeßion. But inflead- of difarming the
envy and jealouriy.of the iativei, whowere
difaffeifed at bcing governcd by a fo eign.
cr, he increafed his own unpopuîlariry by
the haughiinefs of his demeanour,and treat-
ed.even the parents of his -fovereign vitl
the mofi extrcle brutality.

bn'Ernie./l iron.

It was natural that Prince Anthony vi.
ric and the lrincers Anne, the father and
niotier of ic-infint Enperor, fhould bc
di<effcatcd at being fet alide, and a fo.
rejgnier peferrcd to~tie reFency;- and
Anthony Ulric, Vho was a l'rince of'grcat
fpirit. even expreflfed his difapprobation in
the ilronsgeil terms to the regent iimifelf,

The Duke of Courland, fufpeaing that
the Prince was forrming cabals againfl lis
governrment, called on Iiimn early onte morn.
ing unexpeaedlly, and without being an.
nounced ; ' Your igline ,' ,he faid,
' docs not deal fairly with me ; for you
prormifed to inforn me if any difafTcaled
.perfons caballed againin me, and you now
know what intrigues are c:rrying on a-
gainn me.' «.1 know not,' replied the
Prince, ' that any tlingi is how in agitati.
o'n-vhici will be dettinental to the Em..
peror and the counuty.' 'I will>takc care,'
rcturned Biron, 1 to place this empire in
fuch a lituation as no other perfon is ca-
pable of doing ; for I arn neither deficient
in knowlcdge or in power.' ' Ti nobles
mufn afill y ou,' faid the Prince, ' and y<,u.
mufi all be accou'ntable to the Emperor.'
SAn I not-rcgent,' replicd iron, ' with
abfol.ute autihority ? Such affcrtione, Sir,
m.y occa(on grcat commutioris ; and your
lighlnef' mnult know, that whIencver faEti-

ons arife, the Emperor and the.country arc
in danger -and watit niui be the inevita.
ble confequence, if you and I fhould be at
variance ?'-L A mafTacie!' rcturned thc
Prince with great warrnhcl, putting at the
fan'e tinie his hand upon his f(nord.

-After much altercation, the Pri'nce ac-
cufed. Biron of iaving forged the teflamcht
and fignature of the iimprcef ;, and tlt:
Duke quitred tie aparnient wi:h thefe-
vords ' T bis affir, Sir, is of ruch imi-

-porrtance, that it nui be laid hefere ihe
principal nobility of the realm.' Repair-
ing indantly to bis palace, lie furnmuncd
tlhe cabinet council, tic fcnate, and the
principal nobility, and acquiainred thcn
with the convcrfation which iad paffed
hetween him and. %he Prince. But wien
thé Imperial Mlnier, Count Keferlini,
who was prefent, endeavoured ta juilify
the Prince, he.callcd the Prince a liar, who
had mifreprefented tie ccnvcrfation ; and
turning ta Keyferling, faid, ' WVe wVant
here no advocat'es,and noliwyer's quirks ;'
and walking up and down the apartmcen
in great agitation, excliied, ' Am I a
poirboer ' ar do 1 contend foirIte throne
and fceptre l'

Th' Princers Anne, who bad been in.-
formed

zoo,oool. according to the value of a rouble of that period.


