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N .
prefs Anne, that he would not tearn the
Ruflian, becaufe he could not bear to read-
before her Majefty all the reports and me.
morials which were daily tranfmitted to
him., . - - - . :

Biron was undoubtedly a man of very
great capacity ; during his whole adwmini-
ftration, the external fplendour of the
Ruffian empire, and . its intefnalitranqui.
[ity, announced the .wifdom of his mea-
fures 5 and he fhewed his judgmentin
employing fuch a flatefman as Ofterman,
and fuch a general as Nlunich.

He was a fincere.friend and an impla.
cable enemy; and it was juttly faid of
him, that fie feldom forgot a benefit, and
always rememberced an’injury. ’

He amatTtd an enormous fortune in ma-
ney and jewels ; and .on public occafions
bis magnificence far exceeded the magni-
ficence of the-Emprefs.

He had (o long direfted the affairs of a
great Empire, that he could not trook re-
tiring into Courland. ‘He accordingly pre--

~vailed upon the Emprels,on ber death-bed,

"to appoint her great nephew, Prince Ivan, -

ber fucceflor, and himfelf regent, until the
Prince had attained the age of feventeen
and' he managed this whole tranfaétion
with fo much art, that he feemed only to
accept the regency at the earneft.requeft
and recommendation of -Marfhal Mudich,
“the Chanccllor Ofterman, and the pricipal
Rutfian nobility, asit were for the good of
the empire, and not to fatisfy his owd am-
"bition,. .

Having thus fecured the regency, to the
exclufion- of Anne, the mother of the

young Emperor, the firh a&t of his power -

in that capacity, was to obtain for himicif
a clear revenue of §00,cce ¥ raubles per
annum, and the title of kmperial Righnefs,

But the power which he had thus ac-
quired by inirigue, he attempted to fecure
by repeated adls of arrogance, perfecution,
and cruelty, Piquets were placed in the
ftreets (o prevent commotions.  The nu-
merous fpies which he entertained brought
himvague accounts of contemptuous ex.’
preffions, and ill formed plots, Steh
numbers were arrefled, that fcarcely a day
pafied in which ‘perfons fufpefted were not
imprifoned and tortured in order to force
- confeflion.
envy and jealoufy of the hative:, who were
difaffected at being-governcd by aforeign-
¢r, he increafed his own unpopularity by
the haughtinefs of his demeanour,and treat.

- ed.even the parents of bis-fovercign with

- the moft extreme brutality. .

o

But inflead of difarming the

Anecdotes of FJobn'Erncft Biron. . X

It was natural that Prince Anthony U1,
ric and the Princefs Anne, the father and
mother of theinfant Emperor, fhould be
difsffeled at being fet afide, and a_fo.
reigner preferred to Tthe regency 5- and

" "Anthopy Ulric, swho was a I’rince of great

fpirit, even exprefled his difapprobation in
the ftrongelt terms to the regent himfelf,
‘I'he Duke of Courland, fufpe@ing that
the Prince was forming cabals againfl his
government, called on Lim early one morn..
ing unexpe@edly, and without being an.
nounced ; ‘ Your Higlinegs,"  he faid,
¢ does, not deal fairly with'me ; for yon
promifed to inform me il any difaffeéled
perfons caballed againfl me, and you now
kpow what intrigues are carrying on a- -
gaint me.' ‘1 know not,” replied the
Prince, ¢ that any thing is tow inagitati.
o which will be detrimental to the Em..
peror and the country.” | will take care,’:
returned Biron, ®to place this empire in
fuch a fituation as no _other perfon is caa
pable of doing ; for | am neither deficient
in knowledge or in power.” ¢ The nobles
muft aflilt you,' faid the I'rince, ¢ and you.
mufl all be accountable to the Emperor,'
* Am ] notregent,’ aeplied Biron, ¢ with
abfolute authority ? Such affertions, Sir,

v may occalion great commutions ; and your

Highnefs muil know, that whenever fadi.
ans arife, the Emperor and the.country are
in danger ; and what mufl be the inevica-
ble confequence, if you and I fhould be at
variance »’—*' A maflacic!’ returned the
T'rince with great warmih, putting at the
fame time bis hand upen bis fword, - ,
-After much altercation, the Prince ac-
cufed Biron of having forzed the teflameit

- and fignature of the Fmprefs ; 2nd the

Duke quitted the apartment with thefe—
words : ¢ This affair, Sir, is of fuch im-
-periance, that it mut be Jaid before the
principal nobility of the realm.”  Repair-
ing initantly to his palace, he fummoncd
the cabinet council, the fenate, and the
principal nobility, and ‘acquainted. them
with the converfation which -had pafled
 between him and the Princes  But when
the Imperial Mnifter, .Count Keferting,
who was prefciit, endeavoured 1o jufliiy
the Prince, he calicd the Prince a liar, who
had mifreprefented the cenverfation ; and
turiiing to Keyferling, faid, ¢ We want
here no advocaits, and nolawyer’s quirks ;°
and walking up and down the apurtment
_in great agitation, extlaimed, ¢ Amla
poifoner ! or do [ contend [orthe throne

and fceptre I* . ~ - S

The Princefls Anne, who had been in-
: ~formed

-+ 100,000}, according to the valuc'of 4 rouble of (hat period. -



