FeBruary 21, 18883.

TASSO.

Mnster of the melting tongue

And the soul-xubdning soug,
Moulded in the wmidst of wroug,
sweeping «vul and «ight nlng
Uvermusic’s melting showers,
Over gardens cravned with towers,
Over water-Inlis and flowers
Flourishing inhsonted howers,
Overngic mix'd with tight,

Over Tungred s di<uml plicht—
Conquered by the conquering micht
Which had closed Clocida’s sight,
Wander hears the hollow enlls

Of the warriors tu the halls,

Where they wandered magic’s thealls,
Tl to sorrow Faney tall-,

Saduess in thy soue whides,

Like the socthing sound of tiedey,
Whose reverberation glules,

Hent feomn shores that distunee hide-,
The tdend world wis thine ;

It inhabitauts must piae

Though they muy taonortal <hine,
Mude by genins sdivine.

Homer, Milton, Tants, Thau,
Each wear< on his glorions brow
Conrhannds made by Viriet to graw,
Flowers that bloom in Sorrew’s spuw ;
Over thy innnortad urn--
Conguered by coneeited reorn

And from Hite uutimely torn.—
Sxrpathy shatl cver g,
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WRONG.

Dieterioration is au element in the nature of
material things. The flowers of the teld and the
leaves of the forest juevitably wither. The
body of mun—-that shrine of the wablest of the
works of creation - returps to the dust whence ot
catite.  The labor of his huuds perishes. Decay
s wiitten on all that can be seen wnd handled,
and it is that which to our senses is the most
real which ix trulyv the shadawy, the evanescent,
the perishing. T koow thiet the thiugs that are
seen wre temjorad, and thercfore transitory,
prompts us to inquite what really abides, There
ure sote  possessions which do not tade, which
the iconoclast canpot profuns with his touch,
and which time or matter cannot atfect. The
acquisition of the knowledge necessary to direct
us aright, and the wisdom whick enables us to
apply this knoew'edge in every ciroumstines of
datly life with special reference to eternal veri-
ties, will prove the vust lasting reconl of onr
short stay on this transitory seene, and the
most  enduring  monumenl to perpelitate onr
memory.  There is in the mindy of meu an in.
evitable sud unceusing progressiveness. It re-
mains with themselves o deeide whether it will
be upward or downward. To walk aright de-
mands both etffort and pstraint. The taint of
woral pollution in poor humunity makes going
antray very easy aml very ploasant, and, to our
short sighted vision, the surest and  shortest
way to hapuiness.

“Toerr 1s human.”  There is in our natur- a
disposition to go wrong,  In the words of the
Paalmiat, ** Man is prone to evil us the sparks
iy upwards,”  There is, at the same time, wn
innate consciousness ol w better way that is
heing departed from and a noblor life that is
beitg neglected.

We pity the anfortunate : bu?, as a rule, the
unlueky are not the valiaut or the wise. We
come upon the stage of being in a helpless con-
dition, yet with such capacity for improvement,
and with power to ctoose the vourse which com
inends itself to ourinhersnt senwe of right, as ta
make it evident that we must be held account.
able for the result of our conduet in life. There
1 work for all to do. An idle man has been
said to be a blank in creativn aud to live 1o no
pirpose ; but there is vo such as 4 negative pro-
prety in charscter.  Absolate idleness is an fn-
possibility.  Hr who dees no good will do mis.
chief, amd he who does not adsunce in wisdom
will become the more a slave to tolly.

The oeenpastions aud  pleasures of life are
snited to its ditferent stages.  In the moruing
ufsur days the novelty of external objeets and
the freshness und vividuess ot early impressious
conler a zest on were animal life which nothing
in alter years will ever vield us it the same de-
gree. But ac the inward sense is quickened,
and we lose that relish for seusuous enjoyment
which is no longer a neeessity or 1 novelty, the
innocent diversions of immitarity must give
place to something in the exereiseof the mental
faculties, in a sonnd moral training, and in the
subjection of the will. The condlict that is tm-
plied in this progressiveness is ot agreeable,
nor ix the nastery an easy me. Nor <hould it
be.  What is sequired withont cost or trouble
is little esteemed.  What is gained by labeur
aud welf deninl, and by the hunilistion induced
by repeated failures, teaches somcthing ot the
vajue of the conguest and of the prize we have
thereby wrest«d tor ourselves, 1, however, we
lose sight of higher obj-uts, amd continne to
seek for vatisfaction from the gratifieations ol
sepse, we fail in the objret and purpuse of our
being.  We nre burried torwant in spite of our-
selves.  We cannot, in the natwe of things,
stand still ; and il we do ot advance, urging
forward the moral prozress of our race by our
jindividunl influenve, we must retisgrade. We
must be either a help or o hindrapee, un exam-
ple or w warning. a blessing or v curse. )

Nothing exhibits more claady the necessity
of resisting the beginyines of vvil than a con.
tomplation of the ruin and misery men briog
wpon themselves. [t s vainly vnagined in
youth that time and opportuuities once Jost may
tie afterwards recovered at will, sud that, after
having indnlged in a course of folly, a man may
turn to virtuo und well-doing when he pleases,
"This fallacy leads many imperceptibly from step
ta gtep in the downward and treacherous steep
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of vice, till reason and conscience are alike un-
heeded, and there is ultimately no eflort because
there is no inclination to return. We do uot
mean to say that there are not many with
strengh of mind and purpose ywho resolutely
abandon evil couraes and hve exemplary lives,
but they are so rare as to offer no inducement
to follow their examples, aud only serve to show
us how desperate iy thoe risk they run.  Giving
wiy to siufal eourses hus been aptly compared
to being earried forward by a_eurrent, swittly,
vasily, pleusantly —it is not till we try to make
wadieay auainst it that we find how hard is the
task.  Habitual indulgence binds ins votary
with a chain, the fiemness of whose grasp he
'h‘c;;nm' to realise when he attempts to break it,
Lhereds just this ditference in the abundonent ot
evid habits, that the longer the effort is delayed
the more diflicult the task beconws. It is thus
made evident that the best security tor a vir-
tuons life is to begin betimes,  The inclination
bevng Ted anght, varly habit makes the performe
ance ol duty ey and pleasant, Tne most
cusuid observition of the wrecks around ns con-
vices ns thut indulgence in torbidden pleasures
19 the destroyer of peace aud tortune, of charac-
ter and self-respect ; and that without a wood
consciehee, a properly governed wind, and a
well directed lite, WJiscontent and  disappoint-
ment will blast every enjuyment.

The dereliet 1= generany an object of interest
aud eoncery to some one, In how many houses
15 the skeleton a wayward and disobedient son
To him who ** kpows the right but still the
wroug pursties ' indulgencs in forbidden plea-
sure does ot yileld the gratitication whica is
promised. There 15 ddways wore or less a feel-
g ol degradation and of »elt tnthcted ostiacis,
wuleh all bis boisterous mirth and the boldness
inspired by the presence and applavse of kindred
wssuciates Ll entively to dissipate. How often
15 be swddenly arrested by tne thought of an
anxious father, & weeping mother, or distressed

wite ! Their prayers and tears seem to haunt
hin, The black sheep i the family, although

s name is wot often heard, is more an object
of anxiety than are steady, stay-at-home, well-
tosdo boys and  girls who nestle nnder the
Jrarental rool-tiee.

Melanchuly us it is to contemplate our cri-
winad clisses, and the vicious lives of that por-
tion of the vommumty who have not been
brought under boetter intlaences, it is more pti-
ful to sve a man or wowan who has been care-
tully nartured and well taught abandoued to
the pursuits ot what 15 debasing.  We frequent-
Iy find persons of this cluss to excel in wicked:
ness the ordinary type of prodigal, as it desirous
to shaw how deeply human nature can become
corrupted.  This predsioence in vice arses in
By instances from an attempt to stifle con-
seiener, and 1o stlence the ever recurreust me-
wortes of the past.  Many a poor wall would
gladly return ty the pathsof indusiry and virtue
1oug before he comes to the worst, vut for the
sense of loss of character and postdon which a
course of wrong dutng so surely entails, He
loses hope ; and let us be thanktul that vone of
us knoew what that is.  Kepulsed by tormer
istends, snubbed by relations, mistrusted and
itstichieved by all to whom he applies lor aid or
guldance, the loss of seit respect, and abandon-
ment to his aceustomed course o hife, are the
natural results. The fonging for a better state
of things s « negessary adjuuct of @ nature that
15 eternally progressive, and teachies us the m-
portance of so living tn the pres=nt ay to make
the retrospect of it satistactory.

The lines of the poet,

“ View i wonster ol such fiichitel mjen
Thit to be hated newds Lt 1o be secn,

are simply nonsense. The mien it presents to
the susceptible and unguanjed s generally
atiractive and ensnaring, aud *‘to be seen' s
to be at ance followed aud ewmbeaced.  Taere 1s
something in the unsauctified human  heart
which responds to its invitations, and which
inspures no wish to penetrate the sarface in
arder to discover that the glittering exterior is
only tinsel nnd veneer.  We wish 1t did appear
1 such hateful guise. 1t is the old temptation
—* Y& shall not surely die, tor, in the day ye
et thereof, ve shall be as gods "—kunowing I)Oth
sides of the questivn,  And then the fruit is so
pleasant to the eve, and so likely to minister to
present gratitication, that it is eagerly luu‘tukelf_
o, leaving ulterior sousequetice entitely out of
view. We are sure to awake to our folly at
some time or other. What a pity it should s
often be when too Inte!

"The position x man attaivs and the character
hie mukes for himself are ne mere matters of ac-
cident; yet, looking at the various specimaens
of humamity around us, it seems as if some men
had o natural inclination to virtue, while 0(her.-",
by arr apparently incontrollable impulse, gravi-
tate towanls the lower strata.  They ‘don’t seem
10 be influenced by the same motives which ac-
tuate other people, and we cense to expect from
them anythiog that is usetul, or noblc,_ or gener-
ofty—-sometimes, indeed, hardly what 18 l'wncsv_,.
Reason and experience, however, contradict this
fallacy, and show us clearly that fulling away
from reetitude is not attributable to chancs or
wisfortune, but to the deliberate choiey, the re-
e Hious will, the unstable charucter, .ln Ho case
is there at fiest any intention to go far astray ;
but, like & stone rolling down kill, we lose xight
of the increasing impetuy, of the power o! eon-
tirmed habits of evil, Had the degradation to
which many a poor fellow haid brought himself
been pointed out to him at an early period in
his carcor, would he not have said with one qf
old, *“ 1s thy servant a dog that heshould dathis
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thing?" And though he has been instracted and
warned, yet will he not learn by any other ex-
perience than his own. We believe recovery
trom a predetermined eourse of wrong-doing,
which says “ 1 shall take my fill of jolly life for
a year or two, and then turn over a new leaf,” is
much rarer than we suppose. It iv just as
rensonable to talk of straightening the branch
which has been awkwardly bent when a twig.
Many suppose they have only to resolve when
they will—** Now [ shall stop this folly and do
right. I shall watch against this temptation,
and when it presents itself [ shall not yield."”
How hold he is!  Aund lo, the trying moment
fiuds him in the dust again and again, conquered
and helpless, conscions only of disgraceful fail-
ure and of guiity shame. It is this class of men,
however, who generally overcome in the end ;
every successive effort does them good. But
think of the indifferent wreteh, contented in the
mire, and having no desive to be other than he
is. Is it any wonder that we find so few middle-
aged people brought into the liberty of the Gos-
pel ! Ask the expericuce of a man engaged in
any branch of usefuluess in the Church, and you
will find, as arule, that the hopeful and the use-
tul mewmbers are those who learned *“ to bear the
yoke in their youth.”

How few of the friends of our earlier years can
we now trace ! How have they oue by one pass-
ed out of sight ¢ Many, we knuw, sleep the
sleep that knows no waking ; but where are the
others! One went to ses, and was forgotten.
Aunother went to the great city to make his for-
tune, and became siwilarly lost in the turbulent
sea of life.  Auother went to the Antipodes, ex-
peeting to get grold fur the gathering, and being
there unknown and without restraint, sunk, by
sinful indulgence, from one depth to awother,
and his fate remning 1 mystery. Szarcely a week
passes thut we do not read of some young man
going to the dogs, or some yonng woman finding
her way intathe river. Now itis a young noble-
man, who wastes his substinee and ruins his
constitution, who casts a stain upon his ancient
house, and sinks into an early and dishonoured
grave. Anon, a youth squanders a fortune in a
few years, and, when about to be arrested for
lorgery, takes his own life.  Another, in unsuc-
cessfully urging his suit to a fashionable Tra-
viata, stains her carp-ts with his blood. So
common are such occurrences that we almost
cease to express surprise, and begin to think that
the road to ruin has been made easier to travel,
or that it is now on a steeper decline. Fuuilis
descensies. So much s0, that it seems at times as
if self-immolation had become a moral epidemic.

Who are frequently the suceessful men? (o
back 14 your schoal and apprenticeship days.
Where are the bright boys who took the lead !
Do you remember the clever fellows whose
tact and talent were your envy and admiration
when you went to busiuess? (an you ever
forget the brilliant essayists, and him who made
those stirring orations in the debating society
at college 1 Ah, they were clever fellows ! Now ?
Why, ot course you will find them leading at
the Bar, or rising in the Church, or astonishing
the House of Commons, or at the head of great
commercial establishments. Indeed, you will
do no sueh thing. We can’t trace a tithe of
them, but one we heard of lately was driving
cattle in Australia ; one is now working for a
law stationer hard by : another we saw in seedy
garments yesterday, leaning agaiust a public-
house with a pipe in his meuth : aud others who
survive hide their heads somewhere.  Any one
familiar with our working classes knows that
there is searcely a workshop in which a number
of mechanics are employed where th re is not
at least oue marvelous adept—a genius—who
executes, almost by intuitien, with the rarest
skill aud unaccountable ease aud rapidity, work
of u delicate and intricate nature, with such
exquisite perfection as to be unapproachable by
his fellows, hut who%s such a slave to appetite,
or vice, or self-indulgenes in one form or an-
ather, that he cannot be trusted vut of sight of
hiig master, attends to his duties with the great-
est ftregularity, and is generally retined for no
other reason than that he cannot be easily re-
placed.  Aund who, asa rule, have succeeded to
the honoumble position, the respectable busi-
ness, and the remunerative practice ¥ Why, the
duoll, patient, and plodding labourers, who
were sati-fi-d with the progress of the tortoise—
inch by inch—slow but sure.

In youth it is uatural to look furward. [t
seems to us theu asif we should never lack the
means and the power to redeem lost time and
golden opportunities.  As we grow in years,
however, we find that there is more prolific
source of regret and self-reproach than in reeal-
ling and mourning over the errors of the past.
[t is & natural instinet of an unaccountable
being to desire to return to the Jdays of child-
hood ; not so mmch for the happiness which is
8 uecessary accompaniment of inuncence, as
that he way have once ngain the option to
chaose wisely—to avoid the pitfalls which he
now laments, and to perform the duties which
he has neglected.  We become persuaded that,
had certain apparently trifling events been dif-
terently decided, our whole convse of life woull
have Leen materially altered.  Nor do we gen-
erally err in our conclusions, for it is impossible
to tell how serious may be the cousequences of
the most teifling incidents, or how much of the
future is bouud up in ordinary every day trans.
actions.  The great mistake men make in this
retrospect iy in attributing their failure to cir.
cumstances instead of to character. They per-
ceive the errors that lie ou the surfuce, but fail
to trace them to their sources, or to see that the
ditferent crises in their experiences have beey
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occasions for developing their moral statos, and
that they are tests of the man’s powers aud
qualities rather than the canses of his want of
success. Chances lost, advisers. ill-chosen,
speculations rashly undertaken, uttachments
unwigely formed, and the innumerable, head.
strong, thoughtless, and deliberately-blamewor-
thy actions with which a man is chargeable have
had in themselves nothing at all accidental, but
wholly the results of unbalanced character, and
the disposition of mind which prompted their
adoption would, uuder any circumstances, have
led to similar results.

These reflections sre not of much conseqnence
if they do not teach us something. Thare iy
precious instruction to be got by disevering
that we are going wrong. It may be thut we
have been trained for « particular busiuess or
profession, but, from wisconduct, we have got
out of the groove, and have to follow an occu-
pation foreign to our tastes and habits, accom.
panied, it may be, with somewhat of hurdship
and degradation, and which is not wade any the
the more pleasant from the refl-clion that we
are now 50 many years older, aud have no time
to spare for a new appenticeship. To what is
poor humau nature more prone iu such civcam-
stances than to become discontented and rebel- -
lious ?  All our moralizing will not prevent the
intrusion of the thought, * How much wore
happy, respectible, and ‘indepeadent ! should
have been in my chosen sphere !  Now nothing
remains for me hut inferiority and hnmsilintion.”
Yet, looked at in another spirit, with health
and hope, aud time for amendment, there is a
good deal to be thankfal for. What a silvery
aspect does the elond assume it gee look furward,
aud not back! But for the issue which we
choose to eull adverse, what and where might
we have been ! Had Fortune favoured us, might
not indulgence iu forbidden pleasure hive ex-
cluded all that was pure and elevating and
generons ? Might we not have becowme careless
of moreiwportant matters ! Let us believe that
our reverses are intended to teach us lessous
that nothiug else in thisworld would have done,
aud see that they lead us humbly and patientiy
to inquire what these lessons are. A humil-
ating position, straitened. circamstances, and
the contempt of men are but temporary after
all, and, wisely used, are calculated to muke us
as the ! gold tried in the fire.’

The habit of bewailinug our defections and
shortecomings, and charging them with the evils
that atllict us, is unprofitable and injurious, and
the greatest hindrance to real and lasting im-
provement. Fxperience should now confer the
wisdom which will enable us to act from reason
apart from mere impulse. Mourning over the
past will not mend it, and we should therefore
try to improve the time that is left us. la the
formation of various habits, the subjection of
every act to priuciple rather than to policy or
sell-seeking, the stern adhereuce to right in
every matter, even the most trivial, we shall
find the best and surest safeguards against mis-
takes in life.

ECHOES FROM LONDON.

Loxvox, January 29,

Tur parish of Marleybone is about to be en.
lightened—by electricity. The parish hasagreed
to make a provisional trial, thicking that it
should be cautious, as electricity is in its in-
faney.

Tuenris 2 proposal fora new line of railway
between London and Bristol; the terminus in
the metropolis is to be a central one. A very
successtal meeting has tiween hetd in Bristol in
support of the undertaking.

Now that Covent Garden Theatre is closed
the alterations required by the Board of Trade
for the better security of the public are being
rapidly proceeded with., The habitués will find
that these improvements will also add to their
comfort in leaving the house.
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Tug electricand the steamn tricycle will, we
hear, be exhibited amany the other hundreds of
novelties at the exhibition of bieveles and try.
cles whih is to take place at the Albert Hall n
the 20th, 20th, and X1st of this month.

Turrs is not the slightest foundation for the
report current at Ottawa that the Prince of
Wiales inteuded visiting Canada and part of the
United States next March, It was hardly worth
while telegraphing this deuial, because it denies
thut which no aue here ever heard ol.

Mu. GLADSTONE took to wearing u new style
of collar the dy after his arrival at Caanes. This
would have created & sensation indeed in his
native land, The ‘ouly reasnu for the change
assigned iz that one of his boxes waslost en route,
doubtless the one containing the stuck-up linen
of the Prender.

It hias not been stated, while discoursing npon
Mr. Siemens’s methol of ripening fruit by
electricity, that hie has conceived the very ideal
notion of making electricity represent the moou,

i which riges at a given hour of the evening and

sheds her light over all till day's warmnth dis-
penses with her services. 1f Mr. Siemens could
only give us all an artificial sun he might have

his moan all to himself.




