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s HISTORY OF ENGLAXND, ,FROM THE
ACCESSION OF JAMES 1L,*

Pg

cr;:spi’nm)hﬂnr}nunoemcnt has for many years
exeity the Jiterary world, a greater interest
mlan‘:eut than that of Macuulay’s History
ag“igcem‘ 'Fhe noble intellect of this truly
Proyg Place writer has already won for him a
worlg, and n_mcmg .the great names of the old
with Nfemnekpeclat'mn has thercfore been high
uhievemgm‘: to this, by far the most important
B8 alpeng e has yet attempted.  His success
hang,, is “CY to have been secured. On all
®Ten e m(‘;:rk is spoken of in tertas with which
Setisfieq, hemhusmstic of his admirers will be
ad gy, sl ¢ first volume only bas reached us,
Slance it ately, that we have had time only to
w: Cénzems, looking at random over a
e .“he“"'er the eye might happen to
O gy iy are not therefore ina position to give
Poseq aI‘”S:mns of it, although we are dis-
’egnrding i'ifee “.’ilh much that we have read
digioy th fis undoubtedly a most valusble
d y . ¢ standard literature of England,
Macayy,. high rank in all historical libra-
ﬁlingg ari is g s:rong political partizan, and
ich he usn?turally imbued with the views
5 we ca: ong adh.ered, and in the volume
Y t Lumghe, of See the bias of his mind. With
‘f’mls upon by his countrymen, this will be no
xl_l OVerlogy ; S work, &nd those who oppose him

ofin ee It in consideration of the 1
t, and . e grandeur
Od“cﬁons gr RS.D of mind, which pervade all
“ of his pen. He says:—
the pufppset,,“.
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A . ) Write the hi E
8 i, E8sion of Yo istory of England from
. m vnof K q iy
livigst Which i w‘mg James the Second down to

2 ! ithin the memory of men still
frw:thq, a“er‘]‘m;('coum the crrors which, in a few
of th‘ ¢ 1“)Dsex.f§ Joyal gentry and priesthood
St TeNQluting tuart. T shall trace the course
‘hen';; ) which terminated the long
beop! an bbundur Sovereigns and their Parlia-
s},a“:“'ld the 1i; Up together the rights of the
e ¢l o ‘“‘-* of the reigning dynasty 1
f’Jr«i'.,tr('““ed yeu ‘e new settlement Was, dg;'ing
l*“k"m an d'lme:’ fuccess.f'ully defended agajnst
of i~ Nt (he nu(.) i '(‘I?(‘mu‘s; bow, under Jj’mt
libgr, "Perty v ORIty of faw and the i
of " . <Te found’ ¢, bo.compatibl:evcv‘iltr;xz{
I ’:‘nf t;.f individual action
T ang 1 How, from the suspicious
recdom, sprang g prosperity
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of which the annals of human affuirs had fur-
nished no example; how our country, from a state

of ignominious vassslage, rapidly rose to the place.

of umpire among European powers; how her
opulence and her martial glory grew together;
how, by wise and resolute good faith, was gra-
dually established a public credit fruitful of mar-
vels which to the statesmen of any former age
would have seemcd incredible; how a gigantic
commerce gave birth to a maritime power, com-
pared with avhich ®very other maritime power,
ancient or modern, sinks into insignificance; how
Scotland, after ages of enmity, was at length
united to England, not merely by legal bonds, but
by indissoluble ties of interest and affection; how,
in Amecrica, the British colonies rapidly became
far mightier and wealthier than the realms which
Curtex and Pizarro had added to the dominions
of Charles the Fifth; how, in Asia, British
adventurers founded an empire not less splendid
and more durable than that of Alexander.

« Nor will it be less my duty faithfully to record

disasters mingled with triumphs, and great na-
tional crimes and follies far more bumiliatirig than
any disaster. It will be seen that even what we
justly account our chief blessings were not with-
out alloy. It will be seen that the system which

effectually secured opr liberties agaiust thfe en--

croachments of kingly power gave birth to a new
class of abuses from which absolute monarchies
sve exempt. It will be secn that, in consequence
partly of unwise interference, and partly of unwise
zeglect, the increase of wealth aud the extension
of trade produced, together with immense good,
some cvils from which poor and rude societies are
free. It will be seen how, in two important depen-
dencies of the crown, wrong was followed by just
retribution; how imprudence and obstinacy broke
the ties which bound the North American colo-
nies to the parent state; how Ireland, cursed
by the dowinution of race over race, and of reli-
gion over religion, remained, indeed, 8 member of
the empire, but a withered and distorted mem-
ber, adding no strength to the body politie, end

: reprozchfully pointed at by all who feared or

envied the greatness of England.”

Such is the purpose with which the work was
undertuken—of the manner of its accomplishment
we shall probably take occasion to speak more at
length, when we have liad an opportunity to form
an opinion of our own upon the subject, and if it
come up to our ’ expectations, .it will be good

indeed.

A typogrephical error in the Poem, entitled
“ Nebuchadnezzar's Vision of the Tree,” in our
January number, requires correction. Ia the line

“Looked up and laboured but texhaust his hesd,”

for “ exhaust,” read “exalt”




