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COMPENSATION FOU PROHIBITION.

To thte Edlitor of TnE CAiNADmt CIT-IzEN,
Sili,-Tn yours of the 26t1h inst., on page 147, you quote sonie

oxtracts front articles rccently appearing, iii llie Toroizto IV7orld, and
intended by the %vriter tlu3reof als argumecnts in favor of coin-
pensatioxi to the liquor dealers in the event of prohibition beînoe
elncted. ZD

The writer alludcd to lays down blis argument as followvs: ",It
is only just and equitable that conmpensation should bu mnade to
the trade for %viping out a business in %whichi they ]lave sunk ail
their nieans, and to carry on whichi they have paid hicavy license
focs."

Thiere is a grini fitness in the terni uscd by the liquor apologist
iii the above, viz., "iigout." It is used so appropriatey 0n
it is so corrctly .1pplicable to soinething foui or offensi e thlat th11e
writer thercof evidently bias the correct il(en of the traffic bcingr of
that chiaracter-in short, of it bcing a nuisance. Ne is only correct
on1 one side, howevcr, iii sayig ffhat they (the traffiekers) " havepaid heavy license £ces to carry on the business." lt would bc
more correct to say thut they havte paidl hcat'y liceinse fees for the sc*ke
of t/Le inuckh lîvier Profits obtainedlfrom tMe Iraffic.

Coîîniercial lîistory shows that large inv'cstinents ]lave been
made, and that iinmfy people ]lave sun il 1 thecir ineamîs in enter-
prises that hlave worked for the renierai good, and that lhave liad
the a(lvantaige of being entirciy uiireproachled of any injurions in-
fluence. These ]lavec, witbal* contributed duly and profitably to the
public purse during their operation Tien, in course of inan's pro-
gress, iinprovcd niethods and devices hlave bec» brotiit out wvhichi
have, aliiiost at once, rcn(lered the prccedingf ones useless and
valtmcless, but whec ]lave we an instance of those losingr by the
superceded systemn or appliance claimnin'r or gettinoe co'pens.ition
froin the puiblic because intelligence enmd discovery broughît out
sonmthiîîg prcferable to themn ? Anmd illost eînphatically in the case
of the liquor traffic, whiere would bc the justice of compensating
those intMr-este(l iii the diseardcd thîng, Mieun the very reason of its
being discarded ivas its long, and clcarly estabhished chiaracter of de-
striietiveziess to ail the besti interests of the coinununitv, inceludilig
thant of its bâir finammcially a burden upon it.?

li advocatig compensation the writur alludcd to cniploys the
terni "eciiiitab.m." Now, if "equitable-" nue-is anything it ineans
cquialziess or fairncss betwven -parties ' Thieoparties iii
titis case are the liquor tra.fliel<vrs on the one side, who i ave hand
111a1 i-, on yars of înonev-inakinoe oît of the people, nu( the pub-
lic oni th(" ther %uie, whlo7have enlired for the saine pcriod the in-
calcullable and is-pêzaklble evils soiely nd dircctiy rcsuiting froin
the aforesaid traflic, and whîich ]lave been toleramteci on the inere
groinids tlîat the traffic %vas profftaible to those w~ho engagcd lu it.
?Now, if itlieo eonced,.d-( tîtat thé. traffic descrvus to bu etnusîd
and if :li tiia. lw iatie of ail] tie slirinlcage in the va]le of l)o-
perty and o)f -il] ntlPr loLýqeq tlmat would accrue te the <lealc . by
wiin it, oi," andi thmat tlîis %vere put lu dollars as ticir dlainm,

surélv. iii fnirneu'ss tluiq sui ohto bc rcduced liv ail thîe illoney
thecy havc mîîa'e ont of it in the pist, mmd ccrtainiulj aso thc injurie
te tuie coînîiivit inusi forin a rccogmîh'.d claini agalinsi the lc-
ceuit, if the incaing of the word ',equitible " be ai al rgrd

If tîte ide-a of colî lpeuîsation be admissible, it slîould be onl the
strictly correct iimmttu Il prinih)le of com)pensatLion li;ili. .qitjoi,
and iii titis case it iiîîust bc adlîîitted thnt ceoî if tlie total conjisen-
tion of li thie li<1nor trafic lrol)crties %%cre ci-ctcd, and tlie adi-
dition iînde tîmereto of ail the licapcd-up fortunes of the tr.i;tmcker,,
the whole woilld lwe but as a drop iii the octal, couîiparccl %itlî the
suii iivrMqessarv t oiipist for the cvils perpetratcd ont our race
bv it. Ii the face f ail this, it is contendd that because tl e Iliqutra.fiic is akdto -stop) ruinling our people it should be coinpcnsaýitocdr
for doiîîg se. Vcrily, mîîoluesty is a quality thiat (focs not adloru the

hu r" rd.las titis bftd touant got a perpetuial ]case, with powvcr
to destroy adi libatic7n.?

The %vritcr thant I ni, thUS criticising- says ilso " that, he' is in
favor of prohibition witlî collipensition: Lte coinpcîti.%tioiî to takoe
the forni of etilmodt ii lloilice il, iliouiey to ail tlue trade, and
a certaimi iimîmnîber of vcars to mgci oui of the business and ta turu Lie
cap)it thry have sunik init i'nto soute othcr elialumch."

Tlîat writer uis ackuiowledges thmt tlîe liquer traffic is iet onhy
a nuisance that oughilt te bc "wviped out," but thxat ho .iiascf

îvould prohibit it under certain conditions, namnely, "a moderato
allowance of time and iiioney," or, ln plainerwiords,

An aliowanco to pay flie expense of tho flit,
And a reasonable terni of notice to quit.

The growth of temperance sentiment for iiiany years back bas
bec» suchl that the liquor dealers niust bu ciassed as dowra'it
stupid not to hiave rccivcd tlîat notice. 'te progrcs of teru-
peratice and proluibitery legislation in inost enligh edcures
and iii Canada aiuongst thîctu, is se inarked, tlîmt dloiunrighit 8ttLlLd
is a iniid tern to apply to the deaier %Ylio says lie lias 'ici yet re-
ceivcd thiat ýnotice ho quit.

The Act of our own Dominion Parliaxuent, comxoiy called the
Scott Act, lias been now somne six years on record. It is a specîfle
and legal foi cf thxe service of thiat notice to quit, and tlic man
wvho iil not takze tîmese as niotices to quit sîmply refuses to accept
service, althigli served on inu by ahl the courts of the realin, frora
the British Privy Counicîl down to ]lis ewn conscience, and lie
plainiy challenges the riglit of intelligrence and truthi to go onward,
because lie can show hio%%rie could male soine rnoney by tîmeir stand-
ing still or by their groiug backward.

Now, as the trallic lias hîad an abundant " certain number of
ycars to -et out of the business," or an ample izotice ho.quit, the
other litile formiality suggestcd by "a moderato allowance in Mnoney
to ail in the trade," is cleal3 more titan mnade up to theux by thie
profits they have inade during ail the years they have gone on ini
the trafice whuile Iliat, notice ho quit lias bec» over their hcads-that
liandwriting on the ivall, vi as bec» se plain tlîat distiller,
brewer and barkeeper could mdl easily interpret h, requirîng
neithier soothayer or a.strologer or a Daniel to decipher thnt li-
evitaible notice ho quit issucd froun the supreuxe authority of the
people.

W. Il. RODDIEY.
Toronto, Sept. 27, 1884.

Duiixiu-.i AND NoitTinU.NnuFILA2NDý.-TIm petition for tiiese colin-
tics is conipleted ammd deposite<l in the office of the Shueniff at
Cobourg. it centains 4,7î00 naines, là largoe rniimdkr lmore than Nyliat
thcelaw requires. Eneryjtliiug proinises fair for a glorious vietory.

BRAs T.-Tlie carapalfi is ý0111g -On brandly. The Antis held a
mueeting nt Burford hast w%'eek in Barrlca's Hall. Mr. Darbottle pro-
ýsidcd. 'W. H. Griffin spoke for the amîti-tmapermuxce pariy, and ivas
-ably rephled te by 1ev. . L. Wilkinsou,io coîuxple lyrefutcd tle
failacies of bis opponoent, and carnied tme audience for the Scoitt Act

LEMDS AND G]tE\VILI.E-.At thue Brockvihc assizes tue Grand
Jury, a large and influcntial body of represemtative men of tlic
county uuaniîuously adoptcd thme followiug reýsolution:-

- ;f'lmnt iii the opinion of titis Grand Juiry the liquor traffic is a
greit cvii, and thuai in ordur to tcr..sitis cvii ive trust thiat tho
Tenipcramce Act of 187 î unay bc adloptedl l the unitud couinmcs of
Leeds anmd Grenville."

Flt(,\TE-ÂC AMzD Ki-xooN-Tmc tempîrance mmmcxi of the dis-
trict lieli a teuîiperance incetiîg onl Sept. 2Gtlu, nit Glenvahe, unider
tlîe auspices of the Sydeuhini Blne Ribbom Association. Tliere %vere
fufteen speakers. The Scott Act iras discussed. and strong resns
advanmced for fic passage of tlie Act in Fronomme. A xnoion, rae
te the effcct that ipplication bc hîad for the sublitission of the Act ta
the people, %vas carricd. A coiiixnittcc ivas naiucd te tmmke tue iman-
agemnctit of the ic atter. It mîîcets hicre ou Tluursday toam rnge <le-
tails and discuss Lime ,advisability iif testing Ulic popularity of the
Act in tlie city.

E.ms ND ST. TuîoMAtjs-A convention of Scott Act %vork-crs
muet at St, Thiomîma on Lta' 2Gthi it, whicm iras largclyý attended for
flue purpose of seeing ]liw the work Nvas proogessing lu the ceunty
of Elgin> and city Of St. Thoinnas Mn. 'LT. M1ichael, o! Ayliner,
,%vas clccted ch)iian.

A large mmmîîuhcir of cainnassers retirncd tlucir petitions, it being
ascert-ained thmat thero are already over fivo hundrcd signatures moe


