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No. 2.

FRENCH-CANADIAN BOOKSELLING.

ARTICLE I.

A Discussion on

and threesguarter mitliong, the majority of whom
are Freneh-Canadians, turnishes a field for Freneh
heoksellers which, judging by a few good stores in Mont-
veal, Quebee, and other eitivs; and the charaeteristie aml
innumerable small ones seattered thronghont the provinee
in cities, towns and villages has been  well cultivated.
That there is roum for improvement is nndoubted,  Freneh
bookstares in Montreal compare unifavorably with Eng-
tish ones, which have nat as large a public to eater to.
However, French-Canadinns are readers not only of the
iy press and innumerable vligious works, but of tie-

0'('!'3“!'2(' Provinee, with o population approaching one

—~

non.  Convents. schools, ete, 1o every section  of the
previnee ensure edueated mothers and a reading public.
The ficld ix yearly becoming larzer and of wore import-
anee, thoweh at the present it ean handly be <aid to be
Inerative.

It baoks Freneh anthors, Freneh-Canadin authors and
Fugh<h translations furmsh the sapply.  Freneh-Canadan
authols are nuamerons ad are voluminons writers, L\
patuetic French pubhsher elmms that Freuch Canada, for
s population, 1s the most fertile producer of literature
i the world. Names like Caseram, Clapii, Lanre Conan.
Louis Freehette and Garnean. illustinte the extent of the
tield an netion, history. blography and religions works.
Publishias Iike ¢,
Montreal, and &t lone st of Montreal printers as well as
Quebee prnters fike Dessault & Prosdy, Garnean. Prun.
uean ot Kirounk, Lenzlain, Latlamme. ote., prodice these
French-Canahing winks., will touch
upn this later.

O, Beauchemin et Fils, Granger Freres,

A specnd artiche

French Authors.

However, the wreater proportion of the French.Can.
adiaa’s literature cames from Freneh aathors; enher -
ported diveet trom Frenel publishers or throngh Amens-
can publishers, or reprinted in the Provinee of Quebee.

Yrencn Copyright.

This latter practice has wone unchallenged fnn some time,
as French publishers regavded the ticld as himited and
ipioted existivg conditions,  Natarally as time went on
areater liberties were taken and French-Canadian news.
papers like La Presse and La Patvie boldly produeed recent
productions of Frenel mthors. Montveal Freneh theatves
played recent dvamas by French plivweishis,  Montyveal
and Levis (opposife Quebee vity) publishers inereased their
output of new fiction by French anthers.  Ameriean pub-
lishers swamped the provinee with  cheap  editions of
Freneh fiction. The result has been @ serions diminution
in the importation direet from French publishers. For
the year ending June, 1904, the works of fiction fmported
mte Canuda from other countries, prineipally  Franee,
ameunted in value to only $1L.200, SUH farther the work
of French-Canadian authors was stevilized.

The tirst aetive step to stop this  improper practiee,
notice of which appeared in the  Augnst, 1904, issoe of
Buckseller and Statwoner, was a resalution passed by the
Assaciation Journabistes Camaiien Franeais, which urzed
that no Freneh works should be reprinted in Canada with
eut paying 1o)alty to the Freneh author, Sinee that tine
wvestizations have been made and Bookseller and Sty
Hoener i able to anneunee that active steps will be taken
to sop the practice among all the offenders.,

Alleged Transgressors

:l“l"_'l‘ll fos
Treneh anthors” works without

The prineipal publishers be reprinting
pentmissten ares CoFL
Reanchesne, €. L Beauchemin et Fils,  Montreal.  and
Mereier & Co. Vevise Me Aiwe Geoffrion, a Montieal
lawyer, has bees approached by the Freneh Socicty Des
Giens des Lettres,

On the one side 3t s coptended that the terms of the
Berne convention (1887), whivh was entered wte by Eng
land and Franee as well as nearly every conntry in Fu
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