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pose. If Nv'e determine the tendencies of our
literature, we determine at the samne time
tbe taste of the people. Newvspapers were
xîever printed until there wvas a dexnand for
new.s, neither is anything printed now for
which there is no demand. The supply
must ir. soXflc measure meet this demnand.
Let us glance fi rst at our daiiy papers.
Youi vill say at once their leadingad
characteristie topie is poiitics. Mien the
people ai-e interested in polities. Certainly
they are, to an extent neyer before knowvn,
and in this one fact lies the safety of our
goverument. Let those wvbo ci-y out against
party papers beware. So long as the side
in poNver is kcpt iii check by the vigilant
surveillance of the other, so long only inay
w~e expeet our gyovernmnept to be in every
respect constitutional.

If the managers of these papers would
kcep strictly to what they believe to be truthi
ail would be weli. But uniortunately this
is not àlways the case, and 've find the less
cultivated indulging in ail manner of abuse
(liiected against their opponents simply be-
cause they are opponents. This is altoaether
inexcusable, nothing can justify the atro-
cious falsehoods that sometimes appear;
take, for exaniple, the late discussions on
the N. P.

Another itemn is the news, foreign and
domcstic. The despatch with which this is
obtained and becomnes known far and wide
is of the greatest advantage. \Vhat would
have become of Ireland if her ci-y for hielp
hiad not speedily reachied the 'farther ends of
the empire ? and how can a man obtain
enlarged ideas of human work and destiny
if his mmnd is continually wrapped up in
petty home interests ?

As an advertising mediumn every one will
admit that our papers are becoming daily
more useful.

The custom of inserting a numoer of
"Personals " prevals to a great extent in

United States' jourrials, and is beingy gradu-
ally introduced bei-e also. It is tuas des-
cribed by Widow Greene:

"II can't go into a neigbbor's yard
To say bow ye be ? or borrowv a pin,
But thein 'tarnal papers 'Il have it in;
'\Ve're pleAsed to say the Widder Green
Took dinncr a' Tuesday with Mýrs. Kýeene,'
Or,'1 Our worthy friend 'Mrs. Green bas gone
Down to ]3arhamstcad to see lier son."

Great jcrusalemi 1 Can't 1 stir
'out raisiti' soinc feliers fur ?

There ain't no privacy, so to say.
No mnore'n of this wvas the judgrnent day."

This, in our opinion, is to be deploi-ed.
In the first piace. because it encourages
gossip, wvbicli is a virtue appiaudcd by nouec.
Iii the second place, it is a tî-ansigression
of the Golden Rule, " Do unto others as
you -woid," etc. It is by no ians the
%'::sh of every man to become a public
character ineîeiy to please bis neighbors.

Now comnes a difficuit part of the subject.
This is tbe custom of' detailing at lengthi ail
the mux-ders, suicides, andi other frigh ltful
crimes that ai-e perpetrated ; going into tbe
îninutest pai-ticulars; raking Up the whole
famiiy history, and even procuring pic turcs
of the leading characte-s. And more than
this, viz., the placing of thiese on a bulletin
boai-d in some conspicuous place, as 'vas
done in this city during flic examnination into
the Biddulph tragedy. What a generous
act ! Surely the man that instituted it
should be consideîed a public benefactor!
Whiat beautiful chai-acte-s to be placarded
for our imitation ! Does any one know of
a man whio by contempiating a character
worse than his own wvas led to refoî-m ? No.
The opposite is truc in every case. By cx-
amining the pure and good in nature, and
in manî, we are led to sec oui- own wveakncss
in comparison, and yet, to feel that man if
hie wvili but tî-y iii the î-ighit spirit, is capable
of great tbings.

The publishing of thiese ti-agedies iii
whichi the murderer is often made a hiero,
is an outrage against refined society. It
not onlv does not prevent crime but tends
rather te increase it, andl often facilitates
tbe escape of ci-imin)als. Nothing but the
voice of the people will stop this great cvil,
and at present there is no sign of the cry
being raised against it.

Haviug glanced at one of the cvii tenden-
cies of oui- periodicais, we Nvili take up) the
only other wvlich timé permits. Tbis is the
pernicious dimie novel style of reading thiat
fills a great many of our 'veekiies and
monthiies. The love of sncb reading grows
on those wlio indulge in it, until it is to
tbemr wvbat the intoxicating cixp is to the
drunkard. Many sad examples of this ai-e
ail ax-ound us. People wbo spend thieir
wbioie lives iii dreaming. They forget that


