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How the Central District Came to be
Organized for Special Missionary

Work.
IIv G. 1nE1uIIERTr WOOD,

iNtANV arlne-st rnissionary mîeetings, addrcssed by différent
Cinmpaigiiers and conductcd by offhcers aîîd ninîbcrs of
local Le&agues, haîve been heid during the pasu year iii tic
TIoronto Central District.

Eairly in December, 1896. a special meeting of the
Central D)istrict Executive wvas called wo meet Mr. F. C.
;telphenlsoi, who explained the work some of thc other
districts ii Onîtario fiad undertaken along the lies
su-gested iii consiection with the "« Forward Movement,"
and more especially the supporting, by a District Epworth
ILeague of a'i issionary in the home or foreign field.

'l'lie Executive wcrc impressed with the importance of
the work and the oppvrtunity that was offered for some
practucal wort, for our Leagues to take tip. They accord-
ingly decided to call a meeting of representatives froni every
League iii the district, belicving that if the object was Io
bc attainud, every Lcague slîould co-operate. The Pastor,
the 'resident, NMissionary Vice-Prezident, and the mzmbers
of the Missiuunary Commnittee oï each L.eague were irîvited,
and a fairly represenuative meeting held at Bre2dway
Church, I)eccmber 28th, 1896, ivas the resulu, at which
the Presidenu of the 1)istrict, Rev. J. C. Speer, presided.

As fat as the Central D>istrict is concerned, the matter
first assumed definite forir at this meeting, when it was
unanimously and euithusiastically resolved to, undertake the
support of a missionary, and a committee, consisting of the
Mà.,sioî;ary Vice President for the district, Mr. G. H.
WVood, and the Converser of every L.eague NIissionary Comn
mncte, was appoitaed to carry it out.

TIhis conimituc lias met frequently, and, as a result,
ncarly eery Young People's Society in the district lias
fallen into hine, even those lis the extreme northern part
-too Far fruai tic city to attend ,jr meetings-ivriting to
inform us tlîat they are in lîearty sympauhy witlî our work;
auid, better stili, are going to help financially.

A very important and largely-atuended meeting iras held
on january zgtls, at the home of Mr. Fred. C. Stephenson,
to select, if pîossible, the field or missionary to which the
moncy raised by the district should be applied. On
invitation of the committee, Rev . Dr. Sutherland was
prescrit, rcpresentuîg the Gcncral Missionary Society, and
Mrs (Rev.) W.ý H. H-incks, represeuiting the Wloman's
alissionary Society, both of whomi spoke impressively upon
tIre îvork and nlecds of ulîcir respective societies. WVlile
tic comnîittee thoroughly appreciaucd the grand and
self-sacrificing work donc by the WVoman's Missioiîary
Society, anîd were especially anxious flot to cncroach upon
their sources of income, it was felt that, au any rate au
prebenu, it would be better not to d*vidc the proceeds
beuwccn the (;ecral and %%Vomin's Missionary Societies, as
suggested by P)r. Suthcrland, but to devote aIl our efforts
towards supporting, uhrough the General Board, Ilour own'Il
missionary. As Dr. Suthecrland had intimated that tiiere
waý. gi-eau need of a medical missionary being senit to, the
West Coast of Vancouver Island, t %,-as unanimously
resolved ilint tlîe Le-agues of our district undertake the
support of a missionary of the Gencral Society in that
field, at a cosu of $Soo pet annuin. At a liter date it was
found inipratctaablu to occupy the West Coast, and tlie
Missionary sclected was sent to Bella Bella.

CAMPAINR.

The suggestion was made that junior Leagues of the
district might hand their missionary funds to the Woman's
Mîssionary Society, which, if carried out, wvould more than
miake up any loss that society mighit otherwise sustain.

A word as to thc district mighit not be out of place. In
the city, its limits east and wvest, are Vonge Street and
Spadina Avenue ; but ius length is muchi greater than its
widthi, exc-rdiaîg as it docs from the B3ay to Richmond
1-h11. 'l'lie district includes seventeen Young Peoples'
Societies, which altogether have a membership of about

It is ver,' gratil'ying to kncw that thc young people are
taking the matter up s0 enthusiasuically. In fact, lis April,
only about three rnonths after organization, in response to
a request from the committee, asking for an intim.-tion of
the probable anîount their Lengue would raise before May,
1893, ten of the societies replied naming arnouuîts which
aggregated more than $5oo. WVe understand some of the
societies-such as Broadway, $x5o; St. Paul's (Avenue
Road), $7'5 Yonge Street $75 New Ricl.mond, $So ; Elm
Street, $25; Davisviile, $25 ; Thornhill, $12 ; and Edgeley,
$5-hiave actually pledged themselves to 'contribute these
amounts during tht first year. There is therefore good
tenson to believe that mn the future, as the young people of
our district renliât, as they undoubtedly will, to a stili
greater t tenu, the privilege which is now offercd to them
of doing something practical in helping on Christ'Is cause,
and of putting into practice our motto, IlLook up! LetI
up /1I they will take hold so earnestly, that even more
than the nccessary $8oo wviIl be raised without trouble.

Our League riotto can most appropriately be our motto
in this movement also, for it is based on the Ilpray and
pay I principle. Equally important with giving is praying ;
and thus, in joining this new movement we perhaps, more
truly than ever befere, both Il' ok up"I and Illift up."

There is even gxeater reason for acuivity on the part of
outr members now than wvhen the wvork was first under-
taken, for the Missionary Board have, as a resuit of the
Central District organization, appoinued Rev. J. A. Jackson,
S.T.L., M.D., as Missionary to Bella Bella, an important
point on the West Coast of the British Columbia mainland,
where, especially during the sumrmer fishing scason, as many
as four or five thousand people are there at a time. A
hospital is being erected, and, as Mr. Jackson is doctor as
wvell as nîinister, a field of untold usefulness awvaits him,
Although hie is not going to Vancouver Island, as we at first
expected, ive believe the Missionary Board know thi. needs
of the work so well, uhat we mnust simply arcept the change;
and while Dr. Jackson and hîs young wife labor arnongst
the Indians an.d whites thousands of miles away, we must
be ever active at home, and constantly in pray,.z for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our missionary, and also
on ourselves and ont societies.

The «IMissionary Campaigntr» -Club
Rate-s.

TIIE objcct of publishing this paper is not to make
moncy. You wvill notice that we advcrtise club rates from
july to July for ro cents, or from any nîonth bc-
tween July ànd January to the ilext July for io cents;
froni january, to lanuary for :o cents, any nionth betwecn
January and July to the next januzary for ico cents; or single
copies for 25 cents froni the date of subscription until a
ven [ro the next July or Januz1ry, whichever cornes first.
This is donc for two reasons: ist. It saves the time of one
person in keeping the subscription list. Von can easily
understand that it would be a great task to keep corrcctly
thoulands of subscriptions at xo cents, and notify sub-
scriburs ivhen their snbscriptions expire in the various
month!. Wc therefore have ail subscriptions end either
in january or July. W'c can thus keep and handle tfi
better. 2nd. If ive wish to eniarge out paper or change it
to, a magazine, whicl. we hope to do in the near future, it
can bc done more satisfacuorily.


