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sometinies arises uncler circunistances where it may

be difficuit to prove that any actual brcach of sur-
face in thc urinary tract lias been inflicted. For
instance,. as I liave already said in illustration, sonie
degree of urine fever frequently followvs the passing
of inStrunients along the urethra, as in the trcatniient
of urethral, stricture. It would flot be clifficuit to,
illustrate every clegree of this complication, froni
the niost transient rigor with sligbIt fébrile excite-
ment, to the severcst forni of septic intoxication,
ral)idly terminal ing in dleath. And this leads mie to

speak of the influence of the epithelial ining of the
u rcthra miaki n Lb e canaiýl water-tigh t, or mor-ecorrectly
speaking, mrine tight. Let mie Lake an illustration of
wbKat I. mean l)y the protecting powe'r of the epithel-
tai lining. A patient w'itb a stricture, 1 wilt .say, lias

a catiieter or bougie passed ; thiis may, be followed
in thc course of a short Lime %vith a rigor ancl somne
fever, and no further inconvenience is expei-ieniced.
What bias actually taken place is that thc epitlîclial
lining bias been scraped off at one or more points,
anci this bias permitteci urine lcakage and absorp-
tion to. take place at the points injured. If furtlier
proof of this be rcquired, take instances where pro-
longred attcmpts Lo l)ass catheters in cases of mre-
dira1 stricture have been made, and proved futile.
Tihen, in cotîsequence of tbe degree of retention,
and as an alternative, an asI)irator needle is intro-
duced above tbe pubes, and tbe urine is draiwn off
in this w-ay without coming in contact, or remain-
ing so ,with any portion of tbe urcthra wbicb may
have been wouuided l)y the attenipts im-ade to give
relief by cathecterisni. I bave ni*over knou'n rigors
or fever follow the relief of retention by suprapubic
aspiration, thiough the amouint to which the uire-
tira lias been Iacerated 1)), atteml)ts at cat.heterisn
lias bcen considerable as wivel as sanguinary. There
cari be tno other explanation of the absence of
characteristic rigors and fever under t.hesc circui-
stances than the fact that urine bias not been
allowed to coie and reinain in contact with a
fresh1ly-tï,ade wound. And iii connection w-itl thiis
p)oint 1L cannot lielp reniarkitig that iii tbe protcct-
in- power which the el)ithelial lining, of the lirinary
apparatus exercises Nwe probably have an explana-
tion of certaitn pliet-tometia wbîch bave beeti oh-
serveci lut not accouintcd for. Somne bave con-
cluded thiat the bladder is capable of absorbing
sorne of its contents, wbilst otbers, oti the contrary,
i-lot on-ly have denied the possibility of sucb au iii-

férence being drawnj, but hlave potLed oult bon'%

scriouis nîiglt be the consequence if there ivas any,
liabilit>' to such a contingency. It seenis that
both of these conclusions nia), ho truc, and the ex-
planation 1 wvould offet- is that, b>' injur>' to, or dis-
case of, its epithelial coat, tbe bladder nia>' be
renderecl capable of absorbitîg what iL cotîtains, to
the detrimient of tic individual, as %î'e sec in thoso
cases non' often referrcd to by the namie of catlietcr
fever. 11n recogtiizing Uic pow'cr of the opithelitn
to prevent or admit absorption, 1 arn iii agteemuent
%vith othier observers, aniongst whotw I nia> men-
tion l")r. Lotndotn, of Carlsbad) -tI'o bias made soie
inivestigations tpotî this poitnt.* Furtbcr, it is ini-

portant to notice that %vlien a urite fistutla is trans-
formiedl into a permianent utine Chantnel) as after
Cook's operatioti, wce fînd the passage becotiies
litiec like the uretlira with epitheliunî, and thus it
acquires the power of transnîitting utime without
leakage. We coulcl not hiave nmore positive cvi-
dence thati this in suppott of the vie%' that the
eî)itbelial coat is a necossar>' p*art of an>' canal
n-bîch bias to pcrformi Uic funiction of tratîsnittingb
u i iie."

M EDICOINE.

Neurasthcnia and Lithoemia.

A papor on this nîost itmportant and interesting
sItlject %vas reai hefore the New York iNeurologi-
cal Society', on the 7tli of Februar>', b>' Prof.-~A. 1.).
Rockwell, M.1.After referring to the conveni-
once of tie terni neurasthenia, whichi serves likec
malaria as a convenient teftîge to perplcxcd pric-
titioners, tic mriter stated that such acdiagnosis,
whilc ofton satisfactory to Uit ptett who over
after nia> alludle to hiinî)seîf as a victini of nervous
exhaustion, ofti 15s most injurious froni tlîe stanîd-
poitnt of tberapcutic results. What muiist be recog-
tuized lie says, is that tîîany of these patietnts are not
nieuriasti cniic and under hard>' an>, ci rcunistatîccs
could the>' hecotue îieurast1ienic% TFhe>' do not
belong to the typec out of wh'ich neurasthenia is
borti. eitlier nietitally or pli>sicall>'. i\'Laniy of tbcni
are unintellectual. plilegiiiatic anîd itîdoicnt and
-ire plcascd at a close which touches tbc nerves
ratier t.ban the stoîuiach, bowels anci liver. Instcad
of rest, quiet and soothing dratigbts, the), tîecd
mental and pliysicial activit>' andi depletion radier
than repletion of foodi.
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