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POISON VENDING.

A number of the chemists and drusgists of tho city of Taronto
have been charged, at the instance of tho notorious Qeorze Albert
Mason, with selling poison contrary to lawr  The caso of 3 O Wood
of King St. West, the first on tho list, was juvestigated before tho
Police Magistrate, and after wuch delay and repeated postpencments,
judgment was given against the defeodan., and he was fioed $20 and
costs,

Tho following is the Clause of Chap 98 of the Consolidated Sta
tutes, which refers to the charge —

“ No apothecary, chemist, druggist, vendor of wedicine, or other
persun shall sull ur deliver any arsenic, corrosivo sublimate, stry
“chwine ur olher puisun, mincral or vegetable, simple ve composite
*cummonly hnown as a deadly puison, (or which being lue. uliously or
“seorclly adunuistered may catos imadiate deithy, to any person
*who does uot then producs aal duhver o cortificate or nute from some
purson duly liccnsud to practive s a physician or surgeon, or sowe
" privst ur mnister o raligon, rosident in the locality, addressed to
“such druggist, &2., and mentioning the name, calling or profession of
“tho person requiring such poison, and stating the purpose for which
“it is re quired, and llut 1t ought to b: sold to tho person requiring
“the sawe; and such cuuﬁcnc or note shall be kept by the person

“selling or delivering ruch poison as his yustification for so doing.”

Mison and Lis assuciate—John G le —visited ! carious drug
stores i the vyl piichased small guantities of laudanum  The
purchases woie wade by Gale shale Muson, who subsequently reecived
the medicive, remained outside. A good deal of caution was cx-
bibited by mauy of the dvuguists, and a few refused to selt
becaurc the puichusur was o stianger, but oo written authority was
demanded.

The counsel fur the defunce contended that laudanum was not a deadly
poison, und thurdfure wut within the scope or micauing of the stutute,
2nd 4 auwber of itnesses were uddueed to prove this position, The
esidence of Dr Lizars and. Dr Riddel, which was in sowe respeets
pearly similar, went to show that laudanum did not cugse immcdiate
death and wus oot therefore o deadly poison. It was also shown that
some people were in the habit of using it in larze quantities without
any deadly cffcet. Prof Croft also gave evidepe: to the effect that
laudaoum did wot cause immediate death  Fo his evidence Le also




