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in of a lawv at the late session of the legislature for the repeal of gaid en-
actment, it is certainly tume to look into the matter and ventilate it, as
thoroughly as possible.

We believe with Dr. Ridpath that: «'Essential freedom is the righit
to differ, and that riglit must be sacrediy respected, nor must the privi-
lege of dic3sent be conceded with coldness or disdain but openly, cordiafly
and wvith grood wvill. 'N o loss of rank, abatement of'character, or ostracism
from society must darken the pathway of the humblest honest seeker
after truth. The right of free thought, free enquiry and free speech to
ail everywhere, is as clear as the noonday and bounteous as the air and
the sea.>'

If ail prof essed seekers after truth were only hones;t ini their views,
wve could have no quarrel with them, even thoughi we rnight differ in the
resuit of our investigations. Some talk loudly on thiese subjeets,
simply for eflect, andl are not honest in their statements, but desirous to
acliieve notoriety. Others talk throughi ignorance, hiavingr neyer taken
either the lime nor hibor to obtain for themselves the facts of the case.
Then, added to these classes, we have the cranks and bores who wiJl have

word in any way, even if it be to repeat again and again some set
speech.

At the sanie time, it is the duty of the medicýal profession to con-
tinue to do as they have dlone in the past: ascertain ail the facts in the
case, study out the undieriying truths, and put thiem, so far as we can,
in the possession of the public. We must, so far as in us lies, continue
to proteet the public £rom tlîemselves, even thougli we niay o? ten be
called liard naines, and lie under the charge that wve are working with
interested motives. On the contrary, we have motives of thîe very bighl-
est and noblest chiaracter, viz., tne bcst interest of humnanity; the desire
to hav-e justice donc to the pocrest and hîumblest wiio hiave flot the
means of protecting theniselves from the scourges, sucli as smailpox, etc.,
thiat may devastate and destroy countless numbers as in the past.
Smnallpox, f rom being a dreaded scourge, lias become a disease seldom-
seen, and its ineceased prevalence during the past few years may well be
ascribed to our increasing, carelessness in vaccination.

Unless we are occasionally wakened up by an epidemie, the tendency
to negleet ail fornîs of safeguarding ourselves grows upon us, and we do
not like to take the trouble to render ourselves safe, It is difficuit to
convince people, whý,Io hiave nover seen the ravages of smallpox, tlîat it is an
essential thing that their children should be vaccinated, (and rn the
chances of a few days' illness or a very sore arm-, for the sake of beiug
prepared for an evil that is unknown to theui and therefore entirely
unappreciated.
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