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I belie've is oniy the ordinary resuit of the inedical1 treatnient r'f
the disease.

To one of tiiese, a mian aged 46, I was ealled on the fourth dav
(Auguist lst, 1901), with the expectation. I -would operate. The
pain that began ini the riglit iliac region. had extended ail over the
abdomen, andwas very severe £ron flie first. When I arrivcd the(
patient insisted upon an iniunediate operation to relieve his intense
suiffering. A hypodermic of morpb3a gave the desired relief.
In addition to the excruciating pain, there w,,as grreat distension
and rigidity of the abdominal walls; temp. 104; pulse 160. Noth-
ing had been. retained on stomach, nor lad the bowvels rnoved sicee
the bcginning of the attackz. Up to this time the treatmicnt had
consisted of hot applications, and the I dninistration of piirga-
tiv'es, 'which, ho0wever, were not retaineci-but, no anodynes, a -ýery
effective, practice -when. the object is to have the patient's consent Io'
an operaition. With frequent smail doseÉ of calomel and 'enemas aL,
evacuation of the boweis -was obtained on the fifth day of the dis-
ease, when the abdominal di'stension. somewhat subsided. But
it -\,,as witli great difficulty that tIc bowels -were siibseqiienil'v kept
acting, and ail thc severe symptoms already enuinerated continued
-with littie, abaternent to end of the fonrtli week-, -when there wvas a

gr'dial subsidence. At the end of eiglit weeks thc patient wao
able to leave his bed, and two weks aft-er resumed lis usual cm-
ployment, and lias remained -we:11 since. JIhis is a case which, had
it bc-n operated on alid died, it mnight havtýe been said it -wolild ha-ve
died anyw-ý%ay.

JTad these sixteen cases been operateif on when the diagnosis

of snch results-setting aside those brilliant specialists wlo (la
Ili.ccds of operations wvith scarcely a deathi-wouldl it be over-
stating the case to assumne there would have been four deaths, some
of whidi -wouid have been of those that turned ont to be the mildest
cases; that four more would have soine disabiiity resnlting fron
the- operation, and the rexnaining ciglt to have prornptly recovered
frorn the operation, and none thc -worse of the experience, bult
living monnments of the vaine of the operative treatmient of ap-
pendicitis ?

There are occasional cases of acute septic general peritonitis
froin appendicitis that are rapidly fatal wvlethier subjected to oper-
ation or not. These cases are not numerons, probably less than 1
in 50 of those that corne uinder the treatment of phiysicians. It
would appear to be to prevent Che unfortunate results in those rare
cases that surgical treatrnent at thc boginning of disease lias been so
generally reconnnendcd by a certain class of operators. But it
does not appear a rational procedure that 49 should be subjected
to operation with the hope of saving the 50tI; and especialiy so,


