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the East and the X'orthi Amecrican IDdians seeli specially liable t0
i;negroes are said to b-e practicahly exempt froni it.

The influence of residence at a considerable altitude above sea
level on the existence of this disease is -%orthy of note. Iu. the city
Of Mýexieo, which bas anl altitude of 6,000 feet above sea level,
trachôma is very rare. Good hieie is not responsible J2r this
exemnptioni, because the hygienie sta tus of the lowest classes in
MNexieo is of the -worst. NL'either does the influence of rýace accouint
for if, foir many different races are included amoung the low'est
classes of tue eity of Mexico. The great elev'rtion of the city of
Ilexico above sea, level is tlio>ughlt to be the efficient cause of this
exemption fromn trachomia (Chacon, Gaceta 31 edica de illexi co,
June 1, 1902). Extreme drýyness of the atnîlosphiere at this alti-
tuIde, calusing desiccation of gerni life, and a long exposuire of the
soil f0 intense sunlight, might siugly or conjointly ca,,use. the
destruction of tlie microbes of trachoma, which must flnd entrance
into the city of -i\exico as we)l as elsewhere.

Th is, howevcr, is mnere speculation. Orphanages there are in
the eity of Mi-exico, just as there are orpbanages in New Yorkz or
Toronto. Statir-tics show'ing thie incidence of trachomia aniong
the inmates of the orphanages in the Mexican city could be com-
pared with, statisties relating to au American or Canadian .-.ity.
This secins a logical proceeding before one starts to fornînlate
theories referring to the repression, of trachoma in orphanages, or
to indicate the best meaus of dealing with immigrants (childjren
or ad'lits), wh.lo are suffering fromn this disease.

Without being self-contradictory th rarity of trachoma, in
the city of Mexico induces oneC to tbink that a suitable environ-
nment ior the trachomiatous immigrants of the «Unitedi States or
Canada could be found on flic higli plafea,.us'of the Rocky MHoun-
tains. TIt would eertaiiily be miore reasonable to send trachomnatous
imigr-(,ants for treatment to some elevated location,. 6,000 feet
above sea. level, than to imm-tre thern in detention hospit als by the
damp seaside af "LIew York or Hfalifax. J. J'. C.


