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first ta wvlomn lie wvent offcred $booi, and the
poor author turned disbeartened awvay; a few
days later lie went to Miller, an enîinent pub-
lisher in the last century. Miller consulted a
young lawyer, w-ha generally advised hîm on law
books, anci w-as told that the book w-ould be
cheap at $s,ooo. Burns cheerfully accepted
the ofirer; Miller made $55,000 ont of the book,
but hand the decency ta send B' urns $500 on
eachi new eclition making its appearance.

nI-e atior of " Out of the I-unly-l3urly " dedi-
cates his book in the following humarous mian-
ner -- l have resalved ta dedicate this book ta a
liumorist w-hio lias had too littie famne; ta the
most deliciaus, because thie most unconsciaus,
humorist; ta that widely-scattered and multitu-
dinous comedian w-hio may be expressed in the
concrete as the Inteligent Con/'osçitor. To bis
habit of perpetrating felicitous absurdities I am
indebted- for ' laugliter that is -orth a hundred
groans.' It was lie %-ho put into type an article
of mine whicli contained the reniark, ' Filtration
is sometimes accomplished -with the assistance of
albumen,' and transformed it inta ' Flirtation is
sometimes accomplislied by the assistance of
aldermen.' It w-as lie w-ho caused ine ta mis-
quote the poet's inquiry so that I propounded ta
the wvorld the appalling canundrum, 1 WVhen are-
the dead the varnisked dead? And it w-as bis
gloniaus tendency ta make the stýblime convul-
sively nidiculous that rejected a line in a poem
of mine, wvhich declared tlat a 'comet swvept
o'er the heavens with, its trailing skirt,' and sub-
stîtute the idea that a Il count slept in the haymomv
in a travelling shirt.' The kind of talent that is
here displayed deserves profound reverence. It
is w-onderful and îawful; e~nd thus 1 offer it a
token of my marvelling respect."

'%Ve invite those who have any knowledge of
printers, natives of the Dominion of Canada,
w-ho are working in any fareiga country, ta send
in the naines of all sucb, together with a short
account of wliere they served their apprentice-
slip, how long since they left home, %vliere they
are working, and any other particulars tliat
might be considered of interest ta tlieir former
firiends or companions, sliopmates or acquaiuit-
ances.

Correspondents and canvassers are ivanted
for the Misedlany in Toronto, Hamilton and
Kingston, Ont. Write to the editor for ternis.

THE EDITOR!B TABLE.

PE'V"ENG11Lls NEwsP'A1'ER DJRrCTORY ANI)
ADVERTISLR'S HANDBOOK F~OR 1878.-It is a
vcry clifficult matter to get out a perfectly accur-
ate newspiper directory, owing to the cliangefuil
nature of the field of journialism; but S. M.
Pettengili, of Neiv' Yorl, lias so nearly solved
the problem of how to nke a correct and reli.
able list of newvspapers, that those w-ho follow~
will find it a difficuit task ta improve on this
last effort. It is neat, simple and convenient,
and is chock foul of information valuable to
newspaper publishers and advertisers. It con-
tains a list of the newspapers published in the
United States and the B3ritish Provinces, w-itl
feul information as ta character, circulation andl
p*oprietorship, and a flst of the leading news-

papers of Great I3ritain, Australasia and Europe.
It is illustrated w-ith, portraits of Bayard Taylor,
George W. Childs, the printers friend, and Brete
Harte among living, anci Samuel Bowles, james
Gordon Bennett, of the dead journalists of the
United States, w-hile an excellent steel engrav'ing
of Mr. S. M. Pettengili appears as the frontis.
piece. This vo 'lume should be specially attrac-
tive to enterprising business men.

Mr. Geo. M. Rose, of the finm of Hunter,
Rose & Co., Toronto, %-as before the printing
committee of the legisiatture, and is reported ta
have made companisons between the contract
prices at Ottawva, Quebec and Toronto, dlaim-
ing that as a whole the prices at Quebec %vere
very much bigher than those in Ontario, and
that the prices in Ottawa %vere, on the wvholc,
sliglitly higlier than the increased rates in Onta-
rio. lie Said it Nvould coat from $45,ooo ta
$5o,ooo for plant ta start a Governmient print
ing office. WVith strict super-ision, the Govcrn-
nment niiglit get the wvork performied, at the saine
rates as they ivere paying now, except the an-
nual suni of $7,ooo, %vhieh would be for %-ear
and tear, interest on capital, etc. Girls miglit
be employed, and the cost of running the office
would thereby be reduced. He confessed lie sav
no reason why the Government could not con-
duct such an office, but he did not belie-ve it
would be desirable in the public interest, as
most politicians liad Sa malny needy friends w-ho
were or niight be printers. These nien inuight
be incompetent and yet receive large salaries,
a custom which usuallý, prevailed in Govcrn-
raent offices.
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