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incisions made by a sharp instrument, wvhich he had recently dis-
covered in the neighbourhood of Paris. He presented me with one
of those which lie had subinitted to the examination of M. Lartet,
and wbieh I now lay before the Society, together with the following
copy of a note I received from M. Delesse describing this specimen:

"l<I send you a fragment of a nib which I recently found at Ver, i
the departmnent of the Seine et Oise, about nine leagues fromn Paris,
at the depth of three mètres (uearly ten feet), in a kind of cleft
filledl by the diluvial soil (le terrain diluvien), occurilg with the
sandstone and sands belonging to the étage denoninated les sables de
Bcauchamp. It «%as associatpd with divers bones of the Stagy and
Hiorse, and also of an animal no longer existing in the country,
namely, the Beaver. I have subrnitted this fragment to M. Lartet,
with whose profound scientifie attainients you are -well acquainted
but lie bas not been able to decide whether it belongs to a species of
quadruped stili living, or to one nowv extinet. But lie considers,
this small fragment of a rib very interesting, froin its having at one
extremity traces of a rude operation of sawing-, and presenti ng an
appearauce very differont froin that which would be produced by a
metallic blade or by a saw. M. Lartet did not rest satisfied with a
more conjecture, but ascertained by experiments on a fresh rib of' an
Ox that a metallie blado produced an uniforin and almost a smooth
cut. Henco ho concludes tbat the rib in question had been sawn by
flint with a jagged edge. Taking a splinter of flint with a chisel-
edge from the sands of Abbeville, lie easily sawed a freshi nb, but
always obtaînod an unovon, irrogular eut (des suifaces de resectior.
avec reprises nomnbreuses), sucli as may bo obsorved ou the specimert
I send you. There-is thorefore overy reason to believe that this rib
had boon sawn by a flint, and it affords proof' of Man baving lived in
France at the samie timo as the l3eavor, an animial no longer existing
with us; and M. Lartot lias thus supplied a new and elegant demonstra-
tion of the contomporaneity of Man and quadrupeds during tbe period
of the Terrains diluviens."

SUBSEQIJENT ADD'ITION BY TUE PRESIDENT 0F TiiE. GEOLoGicÂL,
SOCIETY.

The day after the above communication was read, on showing the
fragment of bone given to me by M. Pelesse above referred to, it
was observed that it had a remarkably fresh appoarauce, that it did
not adliere (happer) to the tongue as fossil bones usually do, and


