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The sime is now approacling when
the subject of common schoal education
miust again be brought before the legisla~
ture.  Next scssion shaald give the pro-
vince a uew law, aud who can measure
the influence which that law may exercise
for gond or evil an e destinies of the
country, and on the individuzl weltare of
every pareut and child.  There has been
too tmuch indifference 1o ke importance of
this subject.  ‘T'he peaple do not need to
be toll that wur present plan is detective
{n its support, in its methods of instruc-
tion and its local management.  ‘This is
felt in nearly cvery settlement in the pros
vince. It is only nccessary that every
person should question hinself asta his
personal dnterest in u greater diffusion of
humanising and elevatng training, and
should act accordingly, to bring to bear on
the lenislature a furce of peblic opinion
which would sweep away all the hesitation

of wavering represent;mvewho tear 19 educirion paid for {rom the public pi
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punish them forit.  Toaid in 2xcitinpa
well directed and vigorous cflort in the
approaching ctisis, we shall, even st the
visk of weatisome repetition, again dircet
attention to same of the principsl ohjects
o be cantended fur.

Lirst. We must have public insteue-
tion tor all=-no class disuoctians—n« par-
ty distiuctions— o denominations! distine-
tions, but a broad «lucatonat platform
based on our conmon civilisation and
christianity.  On this grounsd alene can
cound popular education stand and flourish
in small and divided cwmmunities. We
sympathise with the few hunest voices
that ask for reme more direet and exten.
sive recagnition of relipion Man is cone
sistent with leaving the matter of chiis.
tian instruction sulely at the discretion of
the parent; though we believe them o
ba mistaken not only on the grouvnd of
aublic expediency but onthe higher one of
ehristian love and duty.  But it there be
any political pariisans ready to hazard the
education of the peor man’s children for
the infinitely little pain of a linle pelitical
vapital, we trust all good men will deos-
pise and abhar them,

Svondly. We must have 2 geod and
well supported Normal Seninary, to send
well qualified teachers over the length
and breadih of the Provinee, until every
school shall be taught by 2 peraon trained
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in the best methads of conducring  the
work of education.  After 3 few years
such an institwtion will double the value
of the publie and private thuney expended
an the schouls, shurien the time necessary
to oblain a wseful education, and send
forth a much more highly educated race of
young people fram the schools.  “There
are very few persuns not convinzed of the
atility of a Notmnal School; and it is to
bg hoped that its efliciency will not be
cramped by too narrow views of eennainy.
Thirdly, Freeschools suppatied at least
in part by assessment wmust he sccured
before we can hope to have a general dif-
fusion of the Dblessings of education,
This of all educatinual improvegents is
the most opposed—zet i2 must come. The
example of vther culeuies and 1he inter-
estg of the wmass of the pourer pupulativn
must enforce the cknovledgmens ¢f the,
rizht of all ckildren tu 3 cominsg, schaol

duties of trustees, Under all previous law s
this has been muach neglected ; and to thy -
cause we must attribute much of the
invfliciency ot the schonls, ‘The trustees
clected by the people have a large sharo
of substantial power.  ‘This is the hberal
and popular clement in our schont system,
and unless actively worked out to ite true
results, no exertions of oflicers appoints
ed by government can iofuse  satlicient
eneray 1to he schools,

These are the areat objects which we
hiave all along theuaht should be aimed
atn a new hw, and we beg leave now
most urpently to press on the triends of
popular edueation the importance of ine
founing the publie mind and petitioning
the legisfature. To facilitate the laiter
object, and 2t the request of many (riends
of education, we shall ptepare and eircun.
Iste forms of -peotition along with the’
prevent humbey of the Juurnal, and we -
respectfully request thuse who may xdeeives
them i dosiiviidinicomp —
presented to the legislature, respectably
siogned. Persons whao do nut receive
capies, and who are desirons of aiding n
the work of ohtzimng signatures, way
have them by applying 10 the Superinten-
dent of Education

and its protable influerca on  publi.
interests, are now fatnihar to every intelli-
aent man all over the province—let them
set themselves to combat the prejudices of
the ‘znorant, and to sutweigh the influcnce
of the selGsh - Let it be thoroughly utdece
stood that the mteniion is not 1o withdraw
the public grant, butto add to it a sumcenl-
lected frmn property all over the province,
aud employ she united sums in placing a
schanl within the reach of cvery parent,
for just so wuch in addition as he
may choose 10 give ; and that the choice
of tuachess by the peaple or their repre-
sentatives the ttustees, and the independent
management of the affairs of cvery dis-
trict by its o a0 people, wall in no respect
be interfered with, hut on the contrary
greatly extended, while the facilities for
baving pood teachers and sending al) the
children to school will be vasily increased.
Fourthly.—YLilicient annual inspeetion
«f every school by laeal inspectors, acting
under a general head, must be provided
for. This is an important check and
stimulus, and can, on the plan proposed
in the schoal bili of last winter, be
sceured at smail cost.  As it is explained
in another past of this number, no further
remark is nicessary here.
Fyjthiy-~Arrangements fortho regularand
ard o'y electien and perfurmauce of tho

FREY. SCHOLARS.

Tuquivies are frequently wade as to the
number of free schalars allowed by Jaw,
apd the terms of their admizsion On thi-
subject the law is sufficiemly explicit, aud
Trustess shonld be in no doubt us o the
nature of their duties.  The childran of
persaits known to be unable to provide tor
their education have a night o admission,
and should apply for n.  "The Trustecs
cunnot refuse them unless cight free sehu-
lars are already on the histe On she other
hand it is an absolute fraud to make upthe
number of free scholars by admiting clil-
dren whose parcuts arve able to pay. ln
many districis the benevolence of 1eacliers
and trustees adimits more than the requiced
number of free scholars.  In other cascs,
however, there is reason to fear thathere
is a sort of combinating of the teacher and
wealthier parents to exclude the children
of the poor.  Where goad evideuce of this
can be obtained, itaflurds ground for with-
holding the public money from such
schools. Itis to be hoped that ail the
difliculties attending the present distinetion
between paidand freesch :lars will s0on
be removed by the establishmert of Free
Schoals,
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