
THE CANADIAN .ECONOMIST.

We regret exceedingly that wo should bc compelled ta, comment
in severe ternis on a dlocument cmanating front the lîead 0; the
Govtmnment of tîu:s country ; but wve ebtern the national hionor,
which that Governimenît has jeoapardlizedl, as paranloult te ail other
considerattions. That hionor, like CSsar's ville, slîauld bc aboya
ail suspicion ; and the prcss, whilst guarding it, exercised ilS
poblest aad .nist useful funiction.

MEIICIA'N'S DESFATCI.

In another part ai aur papor will bo founti a copy of a letton froin
a mercantile flan ini titis city ta their carrespondeiits, on tic comm-
sequences oftise expecled changesia the Corn Laws. Thiesub-
ject ig considoreti mainly witlî a view ta a comparisan between
the twa routes ta the Atlantic, Uhe Hudson and tise St. Lawrence.
Incidentally, tho relative advanlages af Qucbee and MNontreal, as
thse maris ai trade in Canatda, under tise mew lawv, are cousidered,
andi a decideti opinion ini favour ai the former is g'iven.

We liave lna aformer number touchcd upon tise relative .capabili-
tics ai lisese îtvo cities, andi we may boreafter revomI to the subjte.
We necti scarccly infarsa aur neadens, tisat vc arc flot prcpared to
assent ta the diclum se decidediy andi unlsesitatingly propounded,
Ilthat Manîreal ifusT, under.any circumntanees, ]ose a very large
portion ai the trade il ai present cnjoys."1 Whsilst cordliatlyNwisli-
mng success ta aur sislcr city, and believing tisai tlie prosperiîy ai
the oae 'viii conduce t0 that of tise atiser, sve are fuiiy prepareti ta
enter thse lists with her in thse fieid af honorable ivalry, et palmam
qui merstferat.

IVe have insertud the leIter ia question, because we arc desi-
mous that every important tapie growing out ai thie Froe-Tratie sys-
tema, shanti ba fairly brauglit belore aur readers; andi WC have
given il esstirc, since we pre.,ume the sviler attaches no inconsider-
ablo importaince ta the latter portion o aiIl wvii conveys is opi-
nion ai thse Frec-Tradcrs ai Montreai, altîmougli wiial that opinion
hadl la do wvith thse subject dîscussed in thse fumer portion, we aro
unable 10 discaver. Wo doubt whietiser the Frce-Traders af
Mantreal wyill enlertain a hliguer opinions ai lie wniîer's judgment,
tisaisho, il apposirs, doos af tlieirs; but, ai ail evemîls, bo May rest
assurcd, tisai wlien lie appears in primît, whîetlîer as thie pubislicr of
isiown pivale letiers, or athemwise, lis exampie will nus cIh irai-
tateti by us, but bis arguments, if noticeda al], 'viii receive a eau-
diti consideration, andi ho lested by aur ( :ilionî ai thseir îitrimssîe
weight. Tihe oracle at present being duinb, ai "limhe goieral
question as ta wisetier protection wvili ho beneficiai te the province
ai large, or flot"; wve suppose wc mnst romain in suspense until
tise seal ai silence is mcîaovcd, andi se receis'o tIse full beimefils of
ils inspiration.

Qie ward only, on an errr ai fuel, since il is atm duty this week
to correct enrors ini despalcisos, publie and private, magna campo-
smere parvis. If the wvier ai tise letton liad soon thîe pet ition oms the
subject ai Froc Trade wvien presentodti l thse Gaverir anti IWO
flouses ai Parliament, he wouid have found appended lhercto the
nameCs ai most af tihe leading mercsamts, bunîkers and tradesinen
ai tise cily. As ta, tise clection of tise Coincil ai lie Board ai Trade
titis yeat ; lus romark amounts ta titis, tisai the Frec-Traders have
umity ai purp ose, la other words, pnînciples ai action, whiilst thse
Procetionists liave no bondi ai union. [t is flot improbable that
disappointiment ai nlot bcing re-electeti mnembers of thisa Council,
lias causoti a morbiti feeling ai irritation in saine minds, et hinc.
£Uae Jacrsjmael But sueh feelings, even whîc thîy do exist, :s*.,

traflsitory in their chanacter, andi, on tiseir subsidisg, vus enter-
tain every hope tisat tisere svill, ais the part ai ise mercantile comn-
rmunityo ai lis cilyh a unaîiîn;ty ai urp.sse. where il is so mucis
meded-tlsat ail w.11 combinie 10 obvirtte thei difflesilties wvhici
beset us, and ta educe if possible, evon fhumn Usese uiiiiulties, tisa
incasîs of aur future prospority.

FREE TRADE.

Free Trade prineiples are eviently mnaking paigress. During
thse past teit days several ai unr contemporaries have devaîtd
mare than usual attention ta Ile d;scuss'on ai questions ai piacti-
cal interest ta tlIe trade- ai tise colany. Amon,- themr WCe nolire
particularly tise Piot, ltse Geseue, and tise Tïises. Tie last is a
new eanivert, and sve bail bis appearanco among us with pieu-
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sure, as lic promises to bo an able and scrvivcable ally. Tie
allier twa, the Pilot and Gazelle, WCe bave always looked upan as
Frc Traders, thougli neither of theni have as yet made as casa-
preliensive a confession of fuith as we îhink il desirable tlîey 51hutld
make. IVew~on!d irejoice iflioy boidly catieforwa-.rd and avosv-
ed those conipreliensive priniciples wlîich we have proclaiîned te
the world as aur commercial creed, and svhich we trust sve shall
ore long sec sanctianed and adopteci by our local legfislature, viz.,
lst, the abandonnment of ail differentiai dutiest; 2nid, the repeal
af evCry duty on rawv inateriais required for mantifacturing pur-
poses; 3rd, the relaxation, if flot the entiro repeal, of every duty
imposedl for thse purposo of prolecling domesîic interests; from
which promises il follews that we are oppased ta ail dulies save
and except those of a moderato rate, imposed (on articles import-
cd for consuimption) for t1w single purpose of raising the noces-
sary amotint af revenue requircd by Govemment to carr-y an its
varîuus functions. llaving liais notiîing in view but the more
raising of revenue, our tarif? would bo Éusod on ane simple uni-

for prnil-ht of levying theo minimum rates of duty tlîat

will viesdt e ]a.test arnount 6i revenue-giving in othor respeels

conittived bonding sysîem is capable of afrording. NV]en such
simple principies are aclopled by aur local logisiature for their
gui( ance iiian in aur commercial tariff, thon observation and
experîment will do0 aie rest; Usai is, exporience will show whai
the lowest rate af duty is whicli vill yield the highest amnount of
revenue, and that point being ascertained, the duty af tihe logis-
lature will bo discharged by simpiy adopning il. But whilethe
notion is allowed ta prvIlta any inîerest lequires oi deselves
tu be proleed, it is cca tisat i ts simplicity af the case is alo-
getiser altercd; for selft-sh interests start up and raise ant outcry for
protection, wlîicis leg-isiatures have hutlisrto been toa prue to
listen ta, and gratîfy, ta thse positive issjury af thse %vll-being qi
society ini gencrai.

These remarke le-id us ta the question of the Agrieultural Du-

tice, inelidingr the duty on American wheat imuporled int this
Coïlny for conisumption, ta wlsich aur cantempoarics above ai-
luded to baye beeii cevotîng attention. Thse Pilot defends them;
the Gazelle apposes tlîem. F"or aur parts, il is aiasost needless ta
say that %ve are oppased ta ilsent. This Coloniy maises a sulus
of wheat for exportation, andi hence the price ta the Canadian
g-rowcir is regulatcd by what hoe crin obtairi for bis surplus in thse
mark-et ta which ho conveys il for consuimplian, that is, Great
Jiritain. iVe believe thse Pilot (lacs niot deny the trulli of this
axiomn, but il siys the price in England is regulated by the quart-
lily sent ta il ; inplyin-, as the %vords stand ini bis article, t uit it
is nnt aur interest ta give facilities ta United States produce ta
find ils w.îy thero tiraughi aur channels: an inference from wliich
sve dissent entirely. TiseEngis mark-et beingopen ta tise worid,
ai prices in Canada being regulated by it, il follis that il is
aur itilerest ta grsp tihe ealnesl porsïble silare of the trade of
Anierica wvith Engiflanid, masmucli as prices thera svill bc the
sane whcthier sve have tihe trade with ai its attendant profits, or
wvhcîier il go by tise Erie Canal ansd New York. w thotiving"
us olle firthing of profit. It eurcly requires no argument ta prove
sa seîf-evident a case.

Nowv as ta the articles of which Canada does not produre a sui-
p uviz. :--cattle, sheep, swine, &.c., as xeil ass cused inaias.

We think tihe duties oit these articles objectianable, becauso they
cnlîance the price af food ta conisumners, not only an the quanlty
importcd but an the whole quantity caîîsumned; und sudsi bcing
the effect -wo maintain. that they auglit ta be abolisiset, wheîher
îhîey .vere laid on avowedly for protection or mercly for the pur-
pose ai rairzing revenue. Wo would class foodi and raw materials
together; thiat is, if the state of the country does nlot absoluîely
require them ta bc taxed ta mccl thse expousse o ai te state, il svere
botter aot ta tax thora at ail ; anti il, a"y caeit were botter tc

s:out saine otiser source ai revoeu, Iaraertisnrio lu
tise articles in queetion.

As ta thse arVmsent -we hear occasional ly advaxsced, thai the
agriculturnlist is asweil entitledto protection as anly othermember
of tIhe communiay, WC eau only anssver that we abject ta anY clasa
of the communai y beii'v protccted by proteclîve or prohibitive
dulies, but WC are at .1 F023 ta know svhat classes are protccted in
Canada besithes thc agriculturaist.

WCe lave 1laketi îhgenly thirouglh the ranka ai'socicty, from thse
iligist ta tilt lowest, ta find out assotlcr proteivl ccss;- but .%'
have looketi in vain. We sec .a1l clases hî,riîg alîke untler the
oppressive buriden af ite differenlial duties-these svc Want re-
moved. We sec aIl classes affecteil alika by tlle duities on
weanring. apparel, wincs, spirits and iller article,- imponteti for

conssnpton.-ut e se notingfalling pecuhiarly an tihe agri-
culluralist. IVe pause, therefore, ta, bc sho--xn whaln classes ara

prtceibesides the agriculturulist, befare WCe carry the discus-
sion funther; andi we trust that those who make use of tise argu-
mentw~ill consider il their dîmty ta corne forward and cnligiw
us, Wvhen il wiil give us pleasure a6gain toa sdvcnt ta thse subject.


