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This district liad an arca of 7047 square miîles (about as large as Massa-
chiusetts) and, in 1881, a population of 381,419, of whomn nearly 100,000
werc Sgau and Pwvo Karçns. The Karen population lias ]argcly inecased
since 1881. The district is fertile, producing rice and fruits in great
abundance and large quantities of filh in the rivers. ssitscpt,
iras a port of entry with a large commerce. The Burmaus, whlî ivere the
ruling class, opprcssedt the Karens most cruelly and hiad r-duccd most of
thcmn to a condition of peonagre.

Light wvas brouglht to this people, then sitting in darka-ýess, in a very
singular way. In April, 1835, 11ev. Thomas Siinons, a Baptist missionary
to the Burmians in Rangoon, who hiad been on a visit to fricnds ln Arakan,
thon a Britiý;l province, detcrmined to return to Rangoon ovcrland through

Bassin, rsIDg thogh a pasL-s in the western Yoinas to some of the
branches of the Irawadi. His journey by boat and on foot occupicd several
days. Mr. -Simonis did net understand the Karen hayiguage, but hoe carricd
îvith him many Buirmese tracts, soine of thiem, written by Dr. Judson. In
the villagres at wlîicli hie stoppcd hie distributcd thiese te the Burmans ana
Karens wboe camxe around hlm, anxd flot knowing htUcBrashd

prohibited the Karens from rcacling or hearing rend any foreign books, lie
told themn te ask somne of the Bxîrinans to read thcmi to thcmn. Mr. Siuions
xmde bis way to iangroon, and the breadl which hoe had cast upon the waters
sccmed to have beeri waisted. -But it was not.

Two ycurs Inter Rev. Elisîxa L. Abbott, designated. as a rnissionary to,
the Karens in Burinah, after spending a ycar in Maulmain and Tavoy lu
acquiing the languiage, camie te Rangoon te commence lus labors there.
He met îvith great success and bapti¶zed nearly two hutndrcd, mostly in tbe
vicinity of Maubee, t.hirty miles north of Rangoon. In December, 1l 37,
hoe left Rangoon to make bis first visit te Bassein, in wlîich ne ruissienary
liad yet preachied. Hie crossed the Iriw,-di, Decmber 16tb, and entcrcd
the littie village of Sekkau. In the first b'ouse lie entcred lie found several
Christians, seme of whom liad visited ilaingoon. Very soon an old man
came in, and groing up te Mr. Abbott said "Teacher, I want te be bap-
tizcd." On inqul ring, Mr. Abbott found that two ycars bof ore a Burman
lad corne te the old man and offcred te, sel] him tîvo littIe bomoks in the
Burmes language, -%hieh provcd te bc the " Golden Balance" aud " The
Ship of Grace," which Mr. Simions had given te him. As the old man
could rcad Burmese, ho boughlt thcm for twe large bunches of plantains.

,jIe read them over and over again. Tluey teld hlm of an Eternal God and
a Div le Iledeemer. le was, net satisfied, b)ut wanted te ]kuov more, and
hearing that the Karens iu M-aubee had received a noir religion, lie made
Lis way thithier through the dense jungle, infestcd with robbers and wild
beasts, a distance cf ncarly a hutndrcd miles, obtained liglht and instruction,
embraced the GospiL with aIl bis heart, told the story cf the cross te bis
neighibors, some of whom wcrc convertcd, and for a year haad servcd God
with aIl bis lieuse. Tlhrce days Inter, -,it a large village on tie castern bank
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